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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2409

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representatives Tal cott, Stensen, Carl son, Rockefeller, Quall, Santos,
Haigh, O Brien, Veloria, Keiser, D. Schmdt, Thomas, D. Sommers

McDonal d, Lantz, Hurst, Skinner, Ruderman and Esser)

Read first tine 02/ 07/2000. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to character education; amendi ng RCW 28A. 150. 211
and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that academ c success
rests on a foundation of character. The legislature further finds that
parents are the first and primary noral educators of children, and that
schools have a role in reinforcing the character traits and val ues
deened inportant by parents and the |l ocal community. The |egislature
further finds that when character education is integrated into a
school’s «curriculum there is a decline of incidences involving

viol ence, bullying, and harassnent. The legislature intends to
encourage school districts to integrate character education into each
school’s curricul um The legislature further intends that | ocal

communities, in partnership with schools or school districts, will have
the responsibility for determ ning which character traits and val ues
are included in each district or school’s character education program

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 150. 211 and 1994 c 245 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) The legislature also recogni zes that certain basic val ues and
character traits are essential to individual |iberty, fulfillnment, and
happi ness. However, these values and traits are not intended to be
assessed or be standards for graduation. The |egislature intends that
| ocal communities have the responsibility for determ ning how these
val ues and character traits are | earned as determ ned by consensus at
the local level. These values and traits include the inportance of:

((2)) (a) Honesty, integrity, and trust;

((£2r)) (b) Respect for self and others;

((£3))) (c) Responsibility for personal actions and conm tnents;
((£4)Y)) (d) Self-discipline and noderation;

((£5))) (e) Diligence and a positive work ethic;

((£6))) (f) Respect for law and authority;

(()) (g) Healthy and positive behavior; and

((68y)) (h) Family as the basis of society.

(2) Each school district is strongly encouraged to develop and
inplenment a character education program that incorporates into its
curriculumthe character traits and values included in subsection (1)
of this section. Each school district is also strongly encouraged to
develop its character education programin partnership with parents and
all interested stakeholders inits local community. When devel oping a
character education program school districts shall conply with the
open public neetings act in chapter 42.30 RCW

NEW_ SECTI O\ Sec. 3. (1) Subject to availability of anmounts
appropriated for this specific purpose, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall provide to each school
district that devel ops and i npl enents a character education program in
partnership with parents and all interested stakeholders in its |ocal
communi ty under the provisions of RCW28A. 150. 211, an equal anount per
full -time equivalent elenentary school student for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2001. However, the mninmum allocation to a district
shal | be two hundred dollars for each el enentary school operated by the
district.

(2) A school district that receives funding in accordance with this
section shall certify to the superintendent of public instruction that
funds received were expended for the purposes of this act.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this

act,
June
voi d.

referencing this act by bill

30, 2000, in the omi bus appropriations act,

or chapter nunber,

END ---

i s not provided by

this act is null and
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