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HOUSE BI LL 3022

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Van Luven, Veloria, G Chandler, Dunn, Eickneyer
Morris, MIloscia, Radcliff, Skinner, D. Sommers, Canpbell, Milliken and
Wod

Read first tinme 01/25/2000. Referred to Comrittee on Econonic
Devel opnent, Housing & Trade.

AN ACT Rel ating to designation of a regional spaceport authority;
addi ng a new chapter to Title 43 RCW adding a new chapter to Title 53
RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) There are several commercial spaceports that either operate or
are about to begin operation within the United States;

(b) Al of these spaceports will be launching expendabl e |aunch
vehi cl es based on technol ogi es devel oped nmany decades ago;

(c) Due to the inherent dangers associated with present day
expendabl e | aunch vehi cl es, each of these spaceports are | ocated on the
shore of or within the Atlantic or Pacific Qcean;

(d) Acomercially viable spaceport in Washington is only valid if
devel oped primarily for launching reusable | aunch vehicles;

(e) The technologies required to build these vehicles have been
devel oped, however, no true reusable |launch vehicle currently exists;

(f) The National Aeronautics and Space Admnistration, in
cooperation with private industry, is currently leading the effort to
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develop a revolutionary nethod of getting into space using single-
stage-to-orbit reusable |aunch vehicles; and

(g) Current plans involve the testing of a reusable | aunch vehicle
in 2002, followed by comrercial operations as early as 2005, with the
possi bl e replacenent of the space shuttle with the reusable |aunch
vehi cl e by 2012.

(2) It istheintent of this chapter to pronote econom c growth and
job creation through the state designation of a Washi ngton spaceport
that would provide the land, airspace, and facilities to enable its
custoners to achi eve | ow cost and efficient access to space and support
of space and space-rel ated operations.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Departnent” neans the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

(2) "Director” means the director of community, trade, and econom c
devel opnent .

(3) "Ofice" nmeans the office of Washi ngton spaceport devel opnent.

(4) "Port district" neans a governnental entity created under
chapter 53.04 RCW

(5) "Spaceport” neans an installation and related facilities used
for the takeoff, landing, retrieval, servicing, and nonitoring of
vehi cl es capabl e of entering space.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) The office of Washington spaceport
devel opnment is created within the departnment. The office shall serve
as the state’s official Iiaisonwth the federal governnent and private
i ndustry representative regardi ng the devel opnent of a spaceport in the
state.

(2) The office shall

(a) Pronote space devel opnent and space-related activities in the
st at e;

(b) Provide technical assistance to a port district and consortium
of | ocal governnents and econom c devel opnent organi zati ons working to
secure the necessary federal designation as a spaceport in the state;

(c) Work with t he Washi ngt on econom ¢ devel opnent finance authority
to devel op prograns that can be used to assist in the financing of the
spaceport and space-rel ated activities;
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(d) Advise the governor and director on policy matters that inpact
the devel opnent of a spaceport and space-related activities in the
st at e;

(e) Solicit and accept federal, state, | ocal, and private funds for
t he pur pose of feasibility, envi ronment al , transportation
communi cation, | and use, or technical studies necessary or advisable to
the selection or establishnent of a spaceport in the state; and

(f) Conduct other activities the director deens necessary to secure
the |l ocation of a spaceport in the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. It is the intent of this chapter to pronote
econom ¢ growt h and job creation through the devel opnment of facilities,
in conjunction wth private industry, that can be used to support the
| aunch and operation of reusable |aunch vehicles and space-rel ated
busi nesses in the state. This chapter shall not be construed as
nodi fying or restricting any powers granted to port districts by |aw

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "oligations" neans bonds, notes, securities, or other
obligations or evidences of indebtedness.

(2) "Persons" neans any natural person, firm partnershinp,
associ ation, private or public corporation, or governnmental entity.

(3) "Port district" neans a governnental entity created under
chapter 53.04 RCW

(4) "Spaceport” neans an installation and related facilities used
for the takeoff, landing, retrieval, servicing, and nonitoring of
vehi cl es capabl e of entering space.

NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 6. (1) Port districts fornmed under chapter
53.04 RCW either individually or as part of a consortiumconsisting of
two or nore port districts, are authorized to establish a spaceport for
the purpose of owning, |easing, equipping, reequipping, acquiring,
devel opi ng, constructing, operating, and maintaining facilities used
for the takeoff, landing, retrieval, servicing, and nonitoring of
vehi cl es capabl e of entering space.

(2) A port district proposing to establish a spaceport shall work
with the departnment of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent’s
of fice of Washington spaceport devel opnent, created in section 3 of
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this act, to develop the docunents necessary to secure federal
designation as a spaceport.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 7. A port district that has established a
spaceport under the provisions of this chapter may:

(1) Inpose fees, rents, tolls, and charges for the use of the
spaceport facility or its related services;

(2) Acquire real and personal property in its name for the purpose
of establishing a spaceport or space-related facility;

(3) Performor cause to be perforned environnental, transportation,
communi cation, | and use, or technical studi es necessary or advisable to
establish a spaceport;

(4) Issue obligations to persons for the purpose of financing the
acquisition of real property and acquisition, construction, or
renovation of facilities and equi pnent necessary for the operation and
support of a spaceport or space-related facility;

(5) Negotiate agreenents, in consultation wth the Washi ngton state
secretary of transportation, for the overflight or recovery of space
vehi cl es, rockets, m ssil es, payl oads, boost ers, scientific
experinents, or other space-related materials, debris, or parts;

(6) Solicit and accept federal, state, | ocal, and private funds for
t he purpose of devel opi ng, constructing, maintaining, and operating a
spaceport; and

(7) Report annually to the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent’s office of Washi ngton spaceport devel opment on
the status of the spaceport and other space-related activities
undertaken by the port district.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 4 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 53 RCW

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 10. Sections 1 through 7 of this act may be
known and cited as the WAshi ngton spaceport devel opnent act.

~-- END ---
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