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HOUSE BI LL 3130

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Fortunato

Read first time 02/08/2000. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to commute trip reduction; and anmending RCW
70.94.521, 70.94.527, 70.94.531, 70.94.534, 70.94.541, and 70.94. 544,

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.94.521 and 1997 ¢ 250 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds that autonotive traffic in Wshington's
metropolitan areas is the mmjor source of emssions of air
cont am nants. This air pollution causes significant harmto public
heal th, causes damage to trees, plants, structures, and materials and
degrades the quality of the environnent.

I ncreasing autonotive traffic 1is also aggravating traffic
congestion in Washi ngton’s netropolitan areas. This traffic congestion
i nposes significant costs on Washington’s businesses, governnenta
agencies, and individuals in ternms of |ost working hours and del ays in
the delivery of goods and services. Traffic congestion worsens
autonobil e-related air pollution, increases the consunption of fuel,
and degrades the habitability of many of Wshington’s cities and
subur ban areas. The capital and environnmental costs of fully
accommodating the existing and projected autonobile traffic on roads

p. 1 HB 3130



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W NDNDNDNDDNDDNDDNDNDNNMNDNPEPRPPPRPPEPERPPRERP PP PR
N PO O© 00 NO Ol D WNPEFP O OO0WLWM~NO O M WDNPEL O

33
34
35
36
37
38

and hi ghways are prohibitive. Decreasing the demand for vehicle trips
is significantly less costly and at |least as effective in reducing
traffic congestion and its inpacts as constructing new transportation
facilities such as roads and bridges, to accombdate increased traffic
vol unes.

The | egi sl ature al so finds t hat i ncreasi ng aut onoti ve
transportation is a major factor in increasing consunption of gasoline
and, thereby, increasing reliance on inported sources of petroleum
Moderating the growh in autonotive travel is essential to stabilizing
and reducing dependence on inported petroleum and inproving the
nation’s energy security.

The legislature further finds that reducing the nunber of commute
trips to work nmade via single-occupant cars and light trucks is an
effective way of reducing autonobile-related air pollution, traffic

congestion, and energy use. Maj or enployers have significant
opportunities to encourage and facilitate reducing single-occupant
vehicle commuting by enployees. In addition, the legislature also

recogni zes the i nportance of increasing individual citizens’ awareness
of air quality, energy consunption, and traffic congestion, and the
contribution individual actions can nmake towards addressing these
I ssues.

The intent of this chapter is to require ((tecal—goevernrents))
enpl oyers in those counties experiencing the greatest autonobile-
related air pollution and traffic congestion to devel op and i npl enent
pl ans to reduce single-occupant vehicle comute trips. Such pl ans
shall require major enployers and enployers at major worksites to
i npl ement progranms to reduce single-occupant vehicle commuting by

enpl oyees at nmmjor worksites. Local governnments in counties
experiencing significant but |ess severe autonobile-related air
pollution and traffic congestion nmay inplenent such plans. State
agencies shall inplenment prograns to reduce single-occupant vehicle

comuting at all major worksites throughout the state.

Sec. 2. RCW70.94.527 and 1997 ¢ 250 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each county with a popul ati on over one hundred fifty thousand,
and each city or towmn within those counties containing a major enpl oyer

shal |, by Cctober 1, 1992, ((adept—by—-erdinance—and+tnptenent)) review

and approve a commute trip reduction plan ((fe+)) that is devel oped by
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all major enployers. The plan shall be devel oped by major enpl oyers
and enployers at major worksites in cooperation with local transit
agencies((+)) and regional transportation planning organizations as
established in RCW47. 80. 020( (—raj-or—enployers—and—the—owners—of—and
enployers—at—ajfor—worksites)). The plan shall be designed to achi eve

reductions in the proportion of single-occupant vehicle comute trips
and the commute trip vehicle mles travel ed per enpl oyee by enpl oyees
of major public and private sector enployers in the jurisdiction.

(2) Al other counties, and cities and towns in those counties, may
((adopt—and—nplerent)) review and approve a conmute trip reduction
pl an proposed by maj or enpl oyers or enployers at major worksites within
their jurisdictions.

(3) The departnent of ecology may, after consultation with the
departnent of transportation, as part of the state inplenentation plan
for areas that do not attain the national anbient air quality standards
for carbon nonoxide or ozone, require ((runierpaities)) enployers
ot her than those identified in subsection (1) of this section to adopt
and i npl enment conmute trip reduction plans if the departnent determ nes
that such plans are necessary for attainnment of said standards.

(4) A comrute trip reduction plan shall be consistent with the
gui del i nes est abl i shed under RCW70. 94. 537 and shal |l include but is not
limted to (a) goals for reductions in the proportion of single-
occupant vehicle comute trips and the commute trip vehicle mles
travel ed per enpl oyee; (b) designation of commute trip reducti on zones;
(c) requirenents by the departnent of transportation for major public
and private sector enployers to inplenent conmute trip reduction
progranms; (d) a commute trip reduction program for enployees of the

county, city, or town; (e) ((a—+review—of—tocal—parkingpoletes—and

gut-deHnes—(f))) an appeals process by which major enployers, who as
a result of special characteristics of their business or its |ocations

woul d be unabl e to ((reet—therequirenents—of—a—commtetripreduction

ptan)) obtain approval of their plan after review by their |oca

governnental entity, may obtain waiver or nodification of those
requirenents; and (({g))) (f) nmeans for determ ni ng base year val ues of
t he proportion of single-occupant vehicle commute trips and the commute
trip vehicle mles travel ed per enployee and progress toward neeting
commute trip reduction plan goals on an annual basis. Goals which are

p. 3 HB 3130



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwWWwWwWMNDNDNDDNMDNDNMNDNDNMNDNMDNNMNNMMNNNREPRPRPPRPPRPPRPPERPPRPPERPR
©O© 00 N O Ol WNPEFEP O O 0WwWNO UG WODNPEFEP O O W NO O P DN PEF-, O

established shall take into account existing transportation denmand
managenent efforts which are mnade by major enployers. ((Each
fur+sdiett+on)) The departnent of transportation shall ensure that
enpl oyers shall receive full credit for the results of transportation
demand managenent efforts and commute trip reduction prograns which
have been inpl enented by nmajor enployers prior to the base year. The
goals for mles travel ed per enpl oyee for all major enpl oyers shall not
be less than a fifteen percent reduction fromthe worksite base year
val ue or the base year value for the commute trip reduction zone in
which their worksite is |located by January 1, 1995, twenty percent
reduction from the base year values by January 1, 1997, twenty-five
percent reduction fromthe base year values by January 1, 1999, and a
thirty-five percent reduction fromthe base year values by January 1,
2005.

(5 ((A—ecounty—etty—or—town)) The departnent of transportation
may, as part of its commute trip reduction plan, require commute trip
reduction prograns for enployers with ten or nore full tinme enpl oyees
at mpjor worksites in federally designated nonattai nment areas for

car bon nonoxi de and ozone. The ((eeunty;—eity—or—town)) departnent of
transportation shall devel op the prograns in cooperation with affected

enpl oyers and provide technical assistance to the enployers in
i npl enenting such prograns.

(6) The commute trip reduction plans ((adepted)) approved by
counties, cities, and towns under this chapter shall be consistent with
and may be incorporated in applicable state or regional transportation
pl ans and |ocal conprehensive plans and shall be coordinated, and
consistent with, the comute trip reduction plans of ((eeunties—

ef—sueh—ptans)) the departnent of transportation. Transit agencies
shal | work with ((eeunt+es—eit+es—andtowns)) naj or enployers to take
into account the location of major enployer worksites when planning
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transit service changes or the expansion of public transportation
servi ces. ( ( Countt+es——ett+es—or—towns—adopting—a—commute—t+rp
I . I hall . . " I . .

(~ AWA () ()
U

(7) Each ((eeunty—eity—or—town)) major enployer or enployer at a
maj or worksite inplenenting a conmute trip reduction programshall ((5))
within thirty days submt a summary of its plan along wth
certification of ((adeptien)) approval to the commute trip reduction
task force established under RCW 70. 94. 537.

(8) ((Each—eounty——ctty—or—town—inplerenting—a—cormute—tr+p

£9))) Any waivers or nodifications of the requirements of ((a)) an
enployer’s commute trip reduction plan ((granted)) approved by a

jurisdiction shall be submtted for review to the comute trip
reduction task force established under RCW70.94.537. The commute trip
reduction task force may not deny the granting of a waiver or
nmodi fication of the requirenents of a commute trip reduction plan by

((afurisdietion)) an enpl oyer but they may notify the ((jursdietion))

enpl oyer of any comments or objections.

((26y)) (9) Each ((eeunty—etty—or—town)) enployer inplenenting
a commute trip reduction program shall count comute trips elimnated
t hrough work-at-hone options or alternate work schedules as one and
two-tenths vehicle trips elimnated for the purpose of neeting trip
reducti on goal s.

((2)) (10) Each ((eeunty—eity—oer—town)) enployer inplenenting

a comute trip reduction program shall ensure that ((enployers—that))
they have nodified their enpl oyees’ work schedul es so that sone or al

enpl oyees are not scheduled to arrive at work between 6:00 a.m and
9:00 a. m are provided credit when cal cul ati ng si ngl e-occupancy vehicl e
use and vehicle mles traveled at that worksite. This credit shall be
awarded if inplenentation of the schedule change was an identified
el ement in that worksite’ s approved comute trip reduction program or
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if the schedule change occurred because of inpacts associated with
chapter 36. 70A RCW the growth managenent act.

((+2))) (11) Plans inplenmented under this section shall not apply
to conmute trips for seasonal agricultural enployees.

((£3))) (12) Plans inplenmented under this section shall not apply
to construction worksites when the expected duration of the
construction project is less than tw years.

Sec. 3. RCW70.94.531 and 1997 ¢ 250 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:
(1) Not nore than six nonths after the adoption of the commute trip

reduction ((ptan)) program by ((a—furisdietioen)) the departnent of
transportation, each major enployer ((+A—that—ursdietion)) shal

devel op a commute trip reduction programand shall submt a description
of that programto the local jurisdiction for reviewand approval. The
program shall be inplenented not nobre than six nonths after
((subm-sston—toe)) approval by the local jurisdiction.

(2) Acommute trip reduction programshall consist of, at a m ni num
(a) designation of a transportation coordi nator and the display of the
name, |ocation, and tel ephone nunber of the coordinator in a prom nent
manner at each affected worksite; (b) regular distribution of
information to enployees regarding alternatives to single-occupant
vehicle commuting; (c) an annual review of enployee comuting and
reporting of progress toward neeting the single-occupant vehicle
reduction goals to the county, city, or town consistent with the nmethod
established in the commute trip reduction plan; and (d) inplenmentation
of a set of neasures designed to achieve the applicable comute trip
reduction goals adopted by the ((jur+sdietioen)) departnent of
transportation. Such neasures may include but are not limted to:

(1) Provision of preferential parking or reduced parking charges,
or both, for high occupancy vehicl es;

(1i) Instituting or increasing parking charges for single-occupant
vehi cl es;

(ti1) Provision of conmuter ride matching services to facilitate
enpl oyee ridesharing for conmute trips;

(tv) Provision of subsidies for transit fares;

(v) Provision of vans for van pools;

(vi) Provision of subsidies for car pooling or van pooling;
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(vii) Permtting the use of the enpl oyer’s vehicles for car pooling
or van pool i ng;

(viii) Permtting flexible work schedules to facilitate enpl oyees’
use of transit, car pools, or van pools;

(i1 x) Cooperation wth transportation providers to provide
addi tional regular or express service to the worksite;

(x) Construction of special |oading and unloading facilities for
transit, car pool, and van pool users;

(xi) Provision of bicycle parking facilities, |ockers, changing
areas, and showers for enployees who bicycle or walk to work;

(xi1) Provision of a programof parking incentives such as a rebate
for enpl oyees who do not use the parking facility;

(xi1i) Establishment of a programto permt enployees to work part
or full time at hone or at an alternative worksite closer to their
hones;

(xiv) Establishnent of a programof alternative work schedul es such
as conpressed work week schedul es which reduce conmmuting; and

(xv) Inplenmentation of other measures designed to facilitate the
use of high-occupancy vehicles such as on-site day care facilities and
energency taxi services.

(3) Enployers or owners of worksites may formor utilize existing
transportati on managenent associ ations to assi st nenbers in devel opi ng
and i nplementing commute trip reduction prograns.

(4) Enpl oyers shall make a good faith effort towards achi evenent of
the goals identified in RCW 70.94.527(4) (({g))) (f).

Sec. 4. RCW70.94.534 and 1997 ¢ 250 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each local jurisdiction ((+plerenting—a)) in which an enpl oyer
has i nplenented a conmute trip reduction plan under this chapter ((efr
i d-under RCW 36. 70A-070)) shall
review and approve each enployer’s initial comute trip reduction
programto determine if the programis likely to neet the applicable
commute trip reduction goals. |If the local jurisdiction approves the
enployer’s commute trip reduction plan, the enployer shall forward the
plan to the departnent of transportation. The enployer shall be
notified by the local jurisdiction of its ((fndings)) approval or |ack
of approval. |If the local jurisdiction finds that the programis not
likely to neet the applicable commute trip reduction goals, the [ocal
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jurisdiction will notify the enployer to work with the ((enploeyer))
departnment of transportation to nodify the program as necessary. The
|l ocal jurisdiction shall conplete review of each enployer’s initia
comute trip reduction programw thin three nonths of receipt.

(2) Enployers inplenenting commute trip reduction prograns are
expected to undertake good faith efforts to achieve the goals outlined
in RCW 70.94.527(4). Enpl oyers are considered to be nmaking a good
faith effort if the follow ng conditions have been net:

(a) The enpl oyer has net the m nimumrequirenents identifiedin RCW
70.94.531; and

(b) The enployer is working collaboratively wth ((+s
fur+sdiett+on)) the departnent of transportation to continue its
existing program or is developing and inplenenting program
nodi fications likely to result in inprovenents to the program over an
agreed upon length of tine.

(3) ((Eaeh—jurisdietion)) The departnent of transportation shal
annual Iy revi ew each enpl oyer’s progress and good faith efforts toward
nmeeting the applicable commute trip reduction goals. |[If an enployer
makes a good faith effort, as defined in this section, but is not
likely to neet the applicable comute trip reduction goals, the
( (utsdietion)) depart nent of transportation shal | wor k
col | aboratively wwth the enpl oyer to nake nodifications to the commute
trip reduction program Failure of an enpl oyer to reach the applicable
commute trip reduction goals is not a violation of this chapter.

(4) If an enployer fails to nake a good faith effort and fails to
nmeet the applicable commute trip reduction goals, the ((jusdietion))
departnment of transportation shall work collaboratively with the
enpl oyer to propose nodifications to the program and shall direct the
enpl oyer to revise its programwithin thirty days to i ncorporate those
nmodi fications or nodifications which the jurisdiction determ nes to be
equi val ent .

(5) (( o urisdiet ol . . I . |
pursuant—to—this—ehapter)) The departnent of transportation may i npose

civil penalties, in the manner provided in chapter 7.80 RCW for
failure by an enpl oyer to i nplenment a comute trip reduction programor
to nodify its commute trip reduction programas required in subsection
(4) of this section. No nmjor enployer nmay be held liable for civil
penalties for failure to reach the applicable commute trip reduction
goal s. No maj or enployer shall be liable for civil penalties under
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this chapter if failure to achieve a conmute trip reduction program
goal was the result of aninability to reach agreenent with a certified
col | ective bargai ning agent under applicable | aws where the issue was
rai sed by the enployer and pursued in good faith.

(6) ((Jurisdietions)) The departnent of transportation shall notify
maj or enpl oyers of the procedures for applying for goal nodification or
exenption from the commute trip reduction requirenents based on the
gui del i nes established by the comute trip reduction task force.

Sec. 5. RCW 70.94.541 and 1996 c¢ 186 s 515 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A technical assistance team shall be established under the
direction of the departnent of transportation and include
representatives of the departnment of ecology. The team shall provide
staff support to the commute trip reduction task force in carrying out
the requirenments of RCW 70.94.537 and to the departnment of genera
adm nistration in carrying out the requirenents of RCW 70. 94. 551.

(2) The team shall provide technical assistance to counties,
cities, and towns, the departnent of general adm nistration, other
state agencies, and other enployers in developing and inplenenting
commute trip reduction ((plans—and)) prograns. The technical
assi stance shall include: (a) CGuidance in determning base and
subsequent year val ues of single-occupant vehicle conmmuting proportion
and commute trip reduction vehicle mles traveled to be used in
determning progress in attaining plan goals; (b) devel oping node
plans and prograns appropriate to different situations; and (c)
providing consistent training and informational materials for the
i npl ementation of commute trip reduction prograns. Mdel ((ptanrs—and))
progranms, training and informational materials shall be devel oped in
cooperation wth representatives of local governnents, transit
agenci es, and enpl oyers.

((£3: . hi . he d : .

o o o . i ties. |
I . . i ties. | I . N, .
' ' -))

Sec. 6. RCW70.94.544 and 1991 ¢ 202 s 17 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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A portion of the funds nmade available for the purposes of this
chapter shall be used to fund the commute trip reduction task force in
carrying out the responsibilities of RCW70.94.541, and t he interagency
techni cal assistance team including the activities authorized under
RCW 70.94.541(2), and to assist enployers, counties, cities, and towns
i npl emrenting commute trip reduction ((ptans)) progranms. ((Funrds—shalt
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