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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4016

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Carrell, Sullivan, Ballasiotes, Melke, Sunp,
Carl son, Bush, Crouse, Buck, Dunn, D. Sommers, MDonald and Conway

Read first tinme . Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, Violence, including violence in schools, is becomng an
all too famliar part of everyday life in Anerica; and

WHEREAS, School property, including school buildings, school
grounds, school -sponsored activities, and conveyances providing
transportation to schools and school -sponsored activities should be
safe places free fromviolent acts; and

VWHEREAS, The anount of gratuitous graphic violence children are
exposed to in novies, television, videos, video ganes, conputer ganes,
and nmusic and on the Internet has a desensitizing and destructive
i npact on American culture; and

WHEREAS, Such violence has been shown to erode the personal
constraints that famly, church, and school have built up; and

WHEREAS, M nors are given access to information on the Internet and
other forums on how to nake bonbs from otherwise |egal and easily
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obt ai nable materials and how to use themto conmt terrible acts of
vi ol ence; and

WHEREAS, Such information contains instructions about creating
expl osi ve devices or substances with such specificity and sufficiency
that a young person using the information is easily able to assenble a
bonb and cause it to be detonated; and

WHEREAS, O the alnost 11,000 incidents nationw de involving
homemade bonbs over the past few years, over 4,000 involved young
peopl e under the age of eighteen and the nunbers are grow ng; and

VWHEREAS, Although there can be no perfect protections against
randomvi ol ence and other acts of evil, there are sone actions that can
be instituted to provide nore security for students, parents, teachers,
staff, adm nistrators, and guests in schools; and

WHEREAS, There is no right, constitutional or otherw se, to make or
possess bonmbs and government should exercise its legitimate authority
to protect the public and ensure the safety of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, Federal legislation is needed that wll prohibit
interstate commerce in providing mnors access to materials about
maki ng bonbs whether on the Internet or other foruns;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Congress of the United States enact federal legislation that wll
prohibit interstate comerce in providing mnors access to materials
about maki ng bonbs.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each menber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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