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St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Mtchell and Fisher

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on .

TO THE HONORABLE W LLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND THE SECRETARY OF THE
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON, RODNEY E. SLATER:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, Al npost 11,000 mles of Washington State’s urban hi ghways
and arterials were rated as seriously congested by the Federal Hi ghway
Adm ni stration; and

WHEREAS, Washington State was ranked by the Federal Hi ghway
Adm ni stration as havi ng t he second-wor st urban congestion | evel in the
nation in ternms of average daily traffic per urban | ane; and

WHEREAS, Washington State was ranked by the Federal Hi ghway
Adm nistration as having the third-wrst level of urban interstate
congestion in terns of the percentage of urban | anes congested; and

WHEREAS, Alnost two-thirds of Wshington’s interstate highway
systemwas rated as seriously congested; and

VWHEREAS, A federally funded, national study by the Texas
Transportation Institute ranks the Central Puget Sound netropolitan
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areain athree-way tie for worst rush hour traffic anong 70 regions in
t he nation; and

WHEREAS, Washi ngt on State’s Bl ue Ri bbon Comm ssi on on
Transportation has recognized that traffic congestion in Washington
State wastes time and resources worth over two billion dollars each
year; and

VWHEREAS, The annual cost of congestion, in terns of dollars per
driver, in Washington State’s four | argest netropolitan areas has grown
at average annual rates of over ten percent per year; and

WHEREAS, Washi ngt on State’s Bl ue Ri bbon Comm ssi on on
Transportation has recognized that Wshington residents waste 130
mllion hours each year in congestion-rel ated del ays; and

VWHEREAS, President dinton, in his recent budget proposal, has

redirected 1.3 billion dollars in highway funds fromthe several states
to federal prograns; and
WHEREAS, This will result in a loss of 23 mllion dollars of

federal transportation noney to Washington State; and

VWHEREAS, This redirected noney conmes from a surplus of over
estimated federal gas tax revenues, a surplus proportionally created by
the taxes paid by the citizens of Washington State; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century clearly
states that all gas tax revenues wll be preserved for transportation
i nprovenents, and that should tax revenues be hi gher than anti ci pated,
each state would receive a proportional share of the surplus;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that President
WlliamJ. Cinton restore the 1.3 billion dollars in highway funds to
the states in his proposed budget, and that the Congress of the United
States of Anmerica restore said funds, and return to the people of
Washi ngton those federal taxes they have paid to support
transportation, in order that those funds directly support
transportation inprovenents in Washington State.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, Rodney E. Slater, the Secretary of the United States
Department of Transportation, the President of the United States
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each nenber of
Congress fromthe State of Washi ngton

~-- END ---
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