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State of Washi ngton

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON 4408

Passed Legi sl ature -

56t h Legi sl ature

By Representatives Lisk and Kessler

Read first tine 03/17/1999.

BE I T RESCLVED, By the House of

1999 Regul ar Sessi on

Represent ati ves of

1999 Regul ar Sessi on

the state of

Washi ngton, the Senate concurring, That the foll ow ng be adopted as the
Joint Rules of the Fifty-Sixth Legislature:

JO NT RULE NO.

Rul e
Rul e
Rul e
Rul e
Rul e
Rul e

D 01~ W DN PP

JO NT RULES
OF THE SENATE AND THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES

FI FTY-SI XTH LEG SLATURE

1999

Et hi cs.

Prohibited political activity.
Enpl oyee protection.
Legi sl ative questionnaires.
Sessions of the |egislature.
Joi nt sessi on.
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Rule 7 Motions for joint session.

Rule 8 Busi ness |imted.

Rule 9 Joint legislative conmttees.

Rule 10 Joint conmttee hearings.

Rule 11 Joint and concurrent resolutions: Menorials.

Rule 12 Amendatory bills.

Rule 13 Bills, how drawn.

Rule 14 Amendnents to state Constitution: Action by
| egi sl ature.

Rule 15 Publ icity of proposed anendnents to state Constitution.

Rule 16 Initiative petition before the |egislature.

Rule 17 Conference comm ttee.

Rule 18 Failure to agree.

Rule 19 Report of conference conmttee, how nade out; whom

returned to.
Rule 20 Adoption of reports.

Rule 21 Messages between the two houses.
Rule 22 Bills to be engrossed.
Rule 23 Final action on bills, how comruni cat ed.
Rule 24 Enrolled bills--Presiding officer to sign.
Rule 25 Di sposition of enrolled bills
Rule 26 Adj our nent .
Rule 27 Adj our nnent si ne di e.
Rule 28 Each house judge of its own nenbership.
Rule 29 Conveni ng speci al |egislative sessions.
Rule 30 Amendnents to joint rules.
Rule 31 Joint rules to apply for biennium

Et hi cs
Rul e 1. Legi slators and | egislative enployees are subject to

the provisions of the Ethics in Public Service Act, chapter 42.52 RCW
The house of representatives and senate may i npose disciplinary action
for violations of the act. Disciplinary actions for violation include:
In the case of a legislator, reprimand, censure, or expul sion, and when
applicable, restitution; and in the case of a l|egislative enployee,
repri mand, suspension, or dism ssal, and when applicable, restitution.

HCR 4408. PL p. 2
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Prohibited Political Activity

Rul e 2. (1) Alegislator shall not knowingly solicit, directly
or indirectly, a political contribution froma |egislative enpl oyee.

(2) A legislative enployee shall not knowi ngly solicit or accept
contributions for any candidate or political conmttee during working
hours. At no tinme shall a legislative enployee directly or indirectly
solicit a contribution from another |egislative enployee for any
| egi slative candidate, caucus political commttee, or |eadership
political commttee, nor coerce another enployee into nmaking a
contribution to any candidate or political conmttee. No |egislative
enpl oyee, as a condition of becomng or remaining enployed, my
directly or indirectly be required to nake any contribution to a
political candidate, commttee, or party.

Enpl oyee Protection

Rul e 3. No retaliation shall be permtted against any

| egi sl ati ve enpl oyee for reporting in good faith the violation of any

policy or |aw.

Legi sl ative Questionnaires

Rul e 4. (1) The wuse of public funds by a legislator for

questionnaires distributed by regular nmail or electronic neans is
authorized only if the following criteria are net:

(a) The questionnaireis limted to soliciting opinions or facts
relating to legislative issues or studies;
(b) The questionnaire is specifically authorized by the

legislator and the identity of the legislator sponsoring the
questionnaire is disclosed on the questionnaire; and

(c) The questionnaire conplies wth all other pertinent
statutes, rules, and policies, including the restrictions in subsection
(2) of this rule on when questionnaires can be mail ed.

(2)(a) During the twel ve-nonth period begi nning on Decenber 1st of
the year before a general election for a legislator’s election to
of fice and continuing through Novenber 30th imrediately after, mass

p. 3 HCR 4408. PL
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mai ling by regular or electronic nmeans of a questionnaire is allowed
only if it is included in the identical newsletter to constituents
permtted at the beginning of a legislative session under RCW
42.52. 185.

(b) In any year in which alegislator is a candi date for anot her
public office, no questionnaire may be sponsored by or authorized on
behal f of such |egislator during the period between June 1st and the
general election of that year, or in the event of a special election,
during the period between sixty days before the el ection or the date of
the legislator’s filing for the office, whichever occurs later, and the
speci al el ection.

(3) The use of public funds by a legislative conmttee, for
gquestionnaires distributed by regular mail or electronic neans, is
authorized only if the following criteria are net:

(a) The questionnaireis limted to soliciting opinions or facts
relating to legislative issues or studies;
(b) The questionnaire i s authorized by the comm ttee nmenbership

and the identity of the commttee sponsoring the questionnaire is
di scl osed on the questionnaire,;

(c) The questionnaire conplies wth all other pertinent
statutes, rules, and policies; and
(d) The questionnaire i s approved by the secretary of the senate

or the chief clerk of the house of representatives, as appropriate.

Sessions of the Legislature

Rul e 5. The sessions of the | egi slature shall be held annually,
convening at 12:00 o’ clock noon on the second Monday of January each
year, as provided by RCW44.04.010 in accordance with Art. 2, section
12 of the state Constitution.

Joi nt Sessi on

Rul e 6. Whenever there shall be a joint session of the two
houses, the proceedings shall be entered at | ength upon the journal of
each house. The |ieutenant governor or president of the senate shal
preside over such joint session, and the clerk of the house of

HCR 4408. PL p. 4
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representatives shall act as the clerk thereof, except in the case of
the joint session held for the purpose of canvassing the votes of
constitutional elective state officers, when the speaker shall preside
over such joint sessions. The |lieutenant governor in no case shal
have the right to give the deciding vote.

Mbtions for Joint Session

Rule 7. All notions for a joint session shall be nade by
concurrent resolution to be introduced by the house in which such joint
session is to be held; and when an agreenent has once been nmde, it
shall not be altered or annulled, except by concurrent resolution.

Busi ness Limted

Rul e 8. No busi ness shall be considered in joint session other
t han that which may be agreed upon before the joint session is call ed.

Joint Legislative Commttees

Rul e 9. Joint legislative commttees may be created by
concurrent resolution originating in either house and passed by a
maj ority vote of both houses.

Joint legislative conmttees nay have the powers of subpoena, the
power to adm ni ster oaths, and the power to issue comm ssions for the
exam nation of witnesses in accordance with the provisions of chapter
44,16 RCW Before a joint legislative commnttee may i ssue any process,
the commttee chairperson shall submt for approval of both the
executive rules commttee of the house of representatives and the rul es
commttee of the senate, a statenent of purpose setting forth the nane
or nanes of those subject to process. The process shall not be issued
prior to approval by both the executive rules commttee of the house of
representatives and the rules commttee of the senate. The process
shall be limted to the naned individuals.

p. 5 HCR 4408. PL
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Joint Conmttee Hearings

Rul e 10. Al'l public hearings held by joint commttees or held
jointly by house of representatives and senate standing commttees
shal | be schedul ed i n accordance with the public notice requirenents of
both the senate and the house of representatives.

Joi nt and Concurrent Resol utions; Mnorials

Rul e 11. All nmenorials and resolutions from the |egislature
addressed to the President of the United States, to the Congress or
ei t her house thereof, to any other branch of the Federal governnent, to
any other branch of state governnent, or to any wunit of |ocal
governnent shall be in the form of joint nenorials. Pr oposed
amendnents to the state Constitution shall be in the form of joint
resol utions. Business between the two houses such as joint sessions,
amendnents to redistricting plans submtted by a redistricting
conmi ssi on created under chapter 44.05 RCW adopting or anmendi ng j oi nt
rules, creating or enpowering joint conmttees, opening and cl osing
busi ness of the legislature and all such related matters shall be in
the form of concurrent resolutions. Joint nmenorials, joint
resolutions, and concurrent resolutions, up to and including the
signing thereof by the presiding officer of each house, shall be
subject to the rules governing the course of bills. Concurrent
resol uti ons may be adopted without aroll call. Concurrent resol utions
anending a redistricting plan submtted by a redistricting conm ssion,
aut hori zing i nvestigations or authorizing the expenditure or allocation
of any noney nust be adopted by roll call, and the yeas and nays
recorded in the journal. Concurrent resolutions anending a
redistricting plan as well as all amendnents to those resol utions nust
be agreed to by two-thirds of the nenbers el ected or appointed to each
house.

Anmendatory Bills

HCR 4408. PL p. 6
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Rul e 12. Al'l anendatory bills shall refer to the section or
sections of the official codes and statutes of Wshington, and
suppl enents thereto and to the respective Session Laws, to be anended.

Bills, How Drawn

Rul e 13. Bills introduced in either house intended to anend
existing statutes shall have the words which are amendatory to such
exi sting statutes underlined. Any matter to be deleted from the
exi sting statutes shall be indicated by Iining out such matter with a
broken line and enclosing the lined out material wthin double
parent heses, and no bill shall be printed or acted upon until the

provisions of this rule shall have been conplied wth.
New sections need not be underlined but shall be designated "NEW

SECTION." in upper case type and such designation shall be underli ned.

Sections of a bill that repeal a prior enactnent shall include the
section caption acconpanying the section in the Revised Code of
Washi ngt on.

No bill shall be introduced by title only, and, in the event a bill
is not conplete, at |least section 1 shall be set forth in full before
the bill may be accepted for introduction.

Amendnents to bills wll be acted upon in the manner provided in
the Rules of the Senate and in the Rules of the House of
Represent ati ves. No anmendment to a bill shall be considered which
strikes the entire subject matter of a bill, and substitutes in lieu

thereof entirely new subject matter not germane to the original or
engrossed bill.

Amendnents to State Constitution; Action by Legislature

Rul e 14. Amendnents to the state Constitution may be proposed in
ei ther branch of the legislature by joint resolution; and if the sane
shal | be agreed to by two-thirds of the nenbers elected to each of the
two houses, such proposed anmendnent or anmendnents shall be entered on
their respective journals wth the ayes and nays thereon. (Const .,
art. 23, sec. 1.)

p. 7 HCR 4408. PL



~N o 0ok W0

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31

Publicity of Proposed Arendnents to State Constitution

Rul e 15. The | egislature shall provide nethods of publicity of
all laws or parts of |aws, and anmendnents to the Constitution referred
to the people with argunents for and agai nst the | aws and anendnents so
referred, so that each voter of the state shall receive the publication
as soon as possible before the election at which they are to be voted
upon. (Const., art. 2, sec. 1le.)

Initiative Petition Before the Legislature

Rul e 16. Initiative petitions filed with the secretary of state
not less than ten days before any regular session of the |egislature
shal | take precedence over all other neasures in the | egislature except
appropriation bills and shall be either enacted or rejected wthout
change or anendnent by the |legislature before the end of such regul ar
sessi on. Upon certification from the secretary of state that an
initiativeto the |l egislature has received sufficient valid signatures,
the secretary of state shall submt certified copies of the said
initiative to the state senate and the house of representatives. Upon
receipt of said initiative, each body of the |legislature through its
presiding officers shall refer the certified copies of the initiative
to a proper conmttee.

Upon receipt of a conmttee report on an initiative to the
| egi sl ature, each house shall treat the neasure in the sanme manner as
bills, menorials and resolutions, except that initiatives cannot be
pl aced on the cal endar for amendnent. After the action of each body
has been recorded on the final passage or any other action by
resolution or otherwi se which may refer the initiative to the people
has been recorded, the president and secretary of the senate and the
speaker and chief clerk of the house of representatives will certify,
each for its own body, to the secretary of state the action taken.
(Const., art. 2, sec. la.)

Conference Comm ttee

HCR 4408. PL p. 8
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Rul e 17. (1) In every case of difference between the two
houses, upon any subject of legislation, either house may request a
conference and appoint a conmttee for that purpose, and the other
house may grant the request for a conference and appoint a commttee to
confer. The senate shall appoint a conmmttee of three wwth two nenbers
fromthe majority caucus and one fromthe mnority caucus. The house
of representatives shall appoint a commttee of four with two nenbers
fromeach political caucus. The commttees, at the earliest possible
hour, shall <confer wupon the differences between the two houses
indicated by the anendnent or anmendnents adopted in one house and
rejected in the other.

(2) Conference comm ttee deliberations shall be conducted in a
manner consistent with the provisions of Senate Rule 45(3) and House
Rul e 24(8) applicable to deliberations of standing commttees.

(3) Public notice of a conference commttee neeting shall be
given by the secretary of the senate, for house bills, and the chief
clerk of the house of representatives, for senate bills, prior to the
convening of the neeting as foll ows:

(a) By posting a witten notice in the follow ng | ocations:

(i) The office of the secretary or clerk, as appropriate,;

(i) Near the doors of the appropriate chanber;

(tit) The legislative bill room or

(iv) The public |egislative nessage center;

(b) By announcing neetings during sessions of the senate and
house of representatives; or

(c) By posting neeting notices on the legislature’'s electronic
mai | system

(4) The papers shall be left wwth the conferees of the house of
representatives if a senate bill, and with the conferees of the senate,
if a house bill, and the hol ders of the papers shall first present the

report of the conmttee to their house. Every report of a conference
commttee nust have the signatures of a nmajority of the conference
comm ttee nenbers of each house. Conference conmttee reports nust be
signed at a neeting duly convened by the chief clerk of the house of
representatives for senate bills or the secretary of the senate for
house bills.

Failure to Agree

p. 9 HCR 4408. PL
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Rul e 18. In case of failure of the conferees to agree on matters
directly at issue between the two houses, the conmttee may in addition
consi der new proposed itens within the scope and object of the bill in
conference. A report proposing newitens shall include all anmendnents
tothe bill or resolution agreed upon by the conference commttee. The
proposed report may be in the formof a newbill or resolution and such
report nust have the signatures of a mpjority of the nenbers of the
comm ttee appointed fromeach house.

Report of Conference Commttee, How
Made Qut; Whom Returned to

Rul e 19. The conference commttee shall submt the bill as
amended together with three signed copies of its report to the house of
representatives if a senate bill, and to the senate, if a house bill.
A copy of the report shall be placed upon the desk of each nmenber of
the legislature at the time the report is received by this house. |If
this house acts to approve the report and pass the bill as anended, it
shall then transmt its action, the bill, and two copies of the report

to the ot her house.

Adoption of Reports

Rul e 20. No fl oor vote may be taken on any conference conmttee
report without a distributionto all nenbers of a summary of additions,
changes, and deletions nmade by the conference conmmttee with a
reference in each instance to the page and |ine nunber or nunbers in
the report containing said additions, changes, or deletions. The clerk
and the secretary shall place the reports on the desks of the nenbers
as soon as possi bl e.

Each house shall have twenty-four hours from the time of proper
receipt, by the chief clerk of the house of representatives and the
secretary of the senate, and by distribution to the desks of the
menbers before considering reports froma conference commttee which
has proposed new itenms wthin the scope and object of the bill in
conf er ence.

HCR 4408. PL p. 10
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The foregoing provision relating to twenty-four hour intervals may
be suspended by the senate or the house of representatives by two-
thirds vote of the nmenbers present, and such suspension shall apply
only to the house voting to suspend this provision.

The report nust be voted upon in its entirety and cannot be

anended. The report of a conference committee may be adopted by
accl amati on.
Passage of a bill as anended by conference report shall be by rol

call and ayes and nays shall be entered on the journals of the
respective house. Passage requires a constitutional majority in both
houses, except in the case of constitutional amendnents, which require
a two-thirds vote.

Messages Between the Two Houses

Rul e 21. Messages from the senate to the house of
representatives shall be delivered by the secretary or the secretary’s
desi gnee, and nessages fromthe house of representatives to the senate
shall be delivered by the chief clerk or the chief clerk s designee.

Bills to be Engrossed

Rul e 22. Any bill anmended in the house of its origin shall be
engrossed before being transmtted to the other house. The secretary
or clerk of the receiving house, as the case may be, may waive the
right to receive an engrossed bill.

Final Action on Bills, How Comruni cat ed
Rul e 23. Each house shall communicate its final action on any
bill or resolution, or matter in which the other may be interested, in

witing, signed by the secretary or clerk of the house fromwhich such
notice is sent.

p. 11 HCR 4408. PL
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Enrolled Bills - Presiding Oficer to Sign

Rul e 24. After a bill shall have passed both houses and all
amendnents have been engrossed therein, it shall be signed by the
presiding officer of each house in open session, first in the house in
which it originated. The secretary of the senate or the chief clerk of
the house of representatives shall present the original bill to the
governor for signature.

Di sposition of Enrolled Bills

Rul e 25. Whenever any bill shall have passed both houses, the
house transmtting the bill in its final formto the governor shal
also file with the secretary of state a copy of the bill together with
the history of such bill up to the time of transmssion to the
gover nor.

Adj our nnment
Rul e 26. Nei t her house shall adjourn for nore than three days,
nor to any place other than that in which they may be sitting, wthout
the consent of the other. (Const., art. 2, sec. 11.)
Adj ournnment Sine Die
Rul e 27. Adj our nment sine die shall be nade only by concurrent
resol ution.
Each House Judge of Its Oam Menbership
Rul e 28. Each house of the legislature is the judge of the
qualifications and el ection of its nenbers, and shall try all contested

el ections of its nmenbers in such manner as it may direct. (Const., art.
2, sec. 8.)

HCR 4408. PL p. 12
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Conveni ng Speci al Legislative Sessions

Rul e 29. The legislature may convene a special legislative
session as follows:
(1) A resolution calling for convening a special legislative

session shall set forth the date and tinme for convening the session,
the duration of the session which shall not exceed thirty days,
t oget her with the purpose or purposes for which such session is call ed.
Menbers of the house of representatives or senate may present a
proposed resolution for the convening of a special |egislative session
to the commttee on rules of their respective houses.

(2) The authority to place a resolution convening a specia
| egi slative session before the legislature is vested in the commttee
on rul es of the house of representatives and the conmttee on rul es of
t he senate.

(3) Upon a majority vote of both the commttee on rules of the
house of representatives and the commttee on rules of the senate in
favor of a resolution convening a special |legislative session, a vote
of the house of representatives and senate shall be taken on such
resol ution.

(4) The chief clerk of the house of representatives and the
secretary of the senate shall conduct the vote on the resolution by
witten ballot of the nenbers of their respective houses under such
procedures as may be ordered by the commttee on rules of their house.
The results of such vote shall be transmtted to the nenbers of the
| egi slature and shall be a public record and shall be entered upon the
journal of the house of representatives and senate at the conveni ng of
the next |egislative session.

(5) If two-thirds of the nenbers elected or appointed to each
house vote in favor of the resolution, then a special |egislative
session shall be convened in accordance with the resolution. (Const.,
art. 2, sec. 12.)

Amendnents to Joint Rul es
Rul e 30. These joint rules my be anmended by concurrent
resolution agreed to by a mpjority of the nenbers of each house,

provi ded one day’s notice be given of the notion thereof.

p. 13 HCR 4408. PL



1 Joint Rules to Apply for Bi ennium

2 Rul e 31. The permanent joint rules adopted by the |egislature
3 shall govern any session called during the sanme |egislative biennium

~-- END ---
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