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HOUSE BI LL 1154

Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cooper, Delvin, Ednonds, Conway, Wod, Dunshee,
Gonbosky, Doumt, Hatfield, Kenney and Cody

Read first tine 01/15/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Fi nance.

AN ACT Relating toelimnating the tinelimt on regular tax | evies
for nedical care and services; anending RCW 84.52. 069 and 29. 30. 111;
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW84.52.069 and 1995 ¢ 318 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) As used in this section, "taxing district" means a county,
energency nedical service district, city or town, public hospital
di strict, urban energency nmedi cal service district, or fire protection
district.

(2) A taxing district may inpose additional regular property tax
levies in an anount equal to fifty cents or | ess per thousand dollars
of the assessed val ue of property in the taxing district ((fﬂ—eaeh—yea%
for—six—econsecutiveyrears—whenspeetitecallyauthertzedseto-de)). The
tax shall be inposed (a) each year for six consecutive years, (b) each
year for ten consecutive years, or (c) permanently. A tax |evy under
this section nust be specifically authorized by a majority of at |east
three-fifths of the registered voters thereof approving a proposition
authorizing the levies submtted at a general or special election, at
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whi ch el ection the nunber of persons voting "yes" on the proposition
shal | constitute three-fifths of a nunber equal to forty percent of the
total nunmber of voters voting in such taxing district at the | ast
precedi ng general el ection when the nunber of registered voters voting
on the proposition does not exceed forty percent of the total nunber of
voters voting in such taxing district in the |ast preceding genera
el ection; or by a mpjority of at least three-fifths of the registered
voters thereof voting on the proposition when the nunber of registered
voters voting on the proposition exceeds forty percent of the tota
nunber of voters voting in such taxing district in the last preceding
general el ection. Bal l ot propositions shall conform with RCW
29.30.111. A taxing district shall not submt to the voters at the
sane election multiple propositions to inpose a levy under this
section.

(3) Ataxing district inposing a permanent | evy under this section
shall provide for separate accounting of expenditures of the revenues
generated by the levy. The taxing district shall maintain a statenent
of the accounting which shall be updated at |east every two years and
shall be available to the public upon request at no charge.

(4) Ataxing district inposing a permanent | evy under this section
shall provide for a referendum procedure to apply to the ordinance or
resolution inposing the tax. This referendum procedure shall specify
that a referendum petition may be filed at any tinme with a filing
officer, as identified in the ordinance or resolution. Wthin ten
days, the filing officer shall confer with the petitioner concerning
formand style of the petition, issue the petition an identification
nunber, and secure an accurate, concise, and positive ballot title from
the designated local official. The petitioner shall have thirty days
in which to secure the signatures of not less than fifteen percent of
the registered voters of the taxing district, as of the |ast general
el ection, upon petition forns which contain the ballot title and the
full text of the neasure to be referred. The filing officer shal
verify the sufficiency of the signatures on the petition and, if
sufficient valid signatures are properly submtted, shall certify the
ref erendum neasure to the next election within the taxing district if
one is to be held within one hundred eighty days from the date of
filing of the referendum petition, or at a special election to be
called for that purpose in accordance with RCW 29. 13. 020.
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The referendum procedure provided in this subsection shall be
exclusive in all instances for any taxing district inposing the tax
under this section and shall supersede the procedures provided under
all other statutory or charter provisions for initiative or referendum
whi ch m ght otherw se apply.

((63))) (5) Any tax inposed under this section shall be used only
for the provision of energency nedical care or energency nedical
services, including related personnel costs, training for such
personnel, and related equipnent, supplies, vehicles and structures
needed for the provision of energency nedi cal care or energency nedi cal
servi ces.

((£4))) (B6) If a county levies a tax under this section, no taxing
district wthin the county may | evy a tax under this section. No other
taxing district my levy a tax under this section if another taxing
district has levied a tax under this section within its boundaries:
PROVI DED, That if a county levies less than fifty cents per thousand
dollars of the assessed value of property, then any other taxing
district may levy a tax under this section equal to the difference
between the rate of the levy by the county and fifty cents: PROVIDED
FURTHER, That if a taxing district wthin a county levies this tax, and
the voters of the county subsequently approve a |levying of this tax,
then the anount of the taxing district levy within the county shall be
reduced, when the conbined | evies exceed fifty cents. Wenever a tax
is levied county-wi de, the service shall, insofar as is feasible, be
provi ded t hroughout the county: PROVIDED FURTHER, That no county-w de
| evy proposal may be placed on the ballot w thout the approval of the
| egislative authority of each city exceeding fifty thousand popul ati on
within the county: AND PROVI DED FURTHER, That this section and RCW
36.32.480 shall not prohibit any city or town fromlevying an annual
excess |l evy to fund energency nedi cal services: AND PROVI DED, FURTHER
That if a county proposes to inpose tax |levies under this section, no
ot her ball ot proposition authorizing tax |evies under this section by
another taxing district in the county may be placed before the voters
at the sanme el ection at which the county ball ot proposition is placed:
AND PROVI DED FURTHER, That any taxing district energency nedical
service levy that is limted in duration and that is authorized
subsequent to a county energency nedical service levy that is |limted
in duration, shall expire concurrently with the county energency
medi cal service |evy.
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((65))) (7). The limtations in RCW84.52. 043 shall not apply to the
tax levy authorized in this section.

((€6)Y)) (8) If a ballot proposition approved under subsection (2)
of this section did not inpose the maxinum allowable |evy anount

authorized for the taxing district under this section, any future

increase up to the maxi num al | owabl e | evy anpbunt nust be specifically

aut hori zed by the voters in accordance with subsection (2) of this

section at a general or special election.

(9) The limtation in RCW 84.55.010 shall not apply to the first
| evy inposed pursuant to this section follow ng the approval of such
| evy by the voters pursuant to subsection (2) of this section.

Sec. 2. RCW29.30.111 and 1984 c 131 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) The ball ot proposition authorizing a taxing district to inpose
t he regul ar property tax | evies authorized i n RCW36. 69. 145, 67. 38. 130,
or 84.52.069 shall contain in substance the follow ng:

"Shall the . . . . . . (insert the nanme of the taxing district) be
aut hori zed to i npose regul ar property tax leviesof . . . . . . (insert
the maximum rate) or |ess per thousand dollars of assessed val uation
for each of . . . . . . (insert the maxi mumnunber of years all owabl e)
consecutive years?

Yes . . . . . . . .. I

No . . . . . . . .. [

Each voter shall indicate either "Yes" or "No" on his or her ball ot

in accordance with the procedures established under this title.

(2) The ballot proposition authorizing a taxing district to inpose
a permanent reqular tax levy under RCW 84.52.069 shall contain the
foll ow ng:

"Shall the . . . . . (insert the nane of the taxing district) be
aut horized to inpose a PERVANENT regular property |levy of :
(insert the maximum rate) or less per thousand dollars of assessed
val uati on?

Yes . . . . . . . . .1

No . . . . . . . . . 9"

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act applies to | evies authorized after
the effective date of this section.
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