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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1560

Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on State Governnent (originally sponsored by
Representatives MMorris, Scott, Ballasiotes, Mtchell, Ronero,
Di ckerson, McDonal d, Poul sen, Bush, Constantine, Fortunato and Mirray;
by request of Forensic |Investigation Council)

Read first tine 02/ 26/1999.

AN ACT Relating to the state toxicology |aboratory; anmendi ng RCW
43.103.010, 43.103.020, 43.103.030, 43.103.090, 43.43.670, and
68. 50. 107; reenacting and anmending RCW 66.08.180; creating a new
section; providing an effective date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Al powers, duties, and functions of
the state toxicology |aboratory are transferred to the bureau of
forensic | aboratory services of the Washington state patrol.

(2)(a) Al reports, docunents, surveys, books, records, files
papers, or witten material in the possession of either the state
toxi cology |aboratory or the state toxicologist pertaining to the
powers, functions, and duties transferred shall be delivered to the
custody of the Washington state patrol. All cabinets, furniture,
of fi ce equi prent, notor vehicles, and ot her tangi bl e property enpl oyed
by the state toxicology |aboratory or the state toxicologist in
carrying out the powers, functions, and duties transferred shall be
delivered into the custody of the Washington state patrol. Al funds,
credits, or other assets held in connection with the powers, functions,

p. 1 SHB 1560. SL
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and duties transferred shall be assigned to the Wshington state
patr ol

(b) Any appropriations made to the state toxicology | aboratory or
the state toxicologist for carrying out the powers, functions, and
duties transferred shall, on the effective date of this section, be
transferred and credited to the Washington state patrol to carry out
the responsibilities of the bureau of forensic |aboratory services
under RCW 43. 43. 670.

(c) \Whenever any question arises as to the transfer of any
personnel, funds, books, docunents, records, papers, files, equipnent,
or other tangi ble property used or held in the exercise of the powers
and the performance of the duties and functions transferred, the
director of financial managenent shall make a determ nation as to the
proper allocation and shall certify that determnation to the state
agenci es concer ned.

(3) Al enployees of the state toxicology |aboratory engaged in
performng the powers, functions, and duties of the state toxicol ogy
| aboratory are transferred to the jurisdiction of the Washi ngton state
patrol. Al enployees classified under chapter 41.06 RCW the state
civil service law, are assigned to the Wshington state patrol to
perform their usual duties upon the sane terns as fornerly for the
state toxicol ogy | aboratory, wi thout any | oss of rights, subject to any
action that may be appropriate thereafter in accordance with the | aws
and rul es governing state civil service.

(4) Al rules and pending business before the state toxicologist
pertaining to the powers, functions, and duties transferred shall be
continued and acted upon by the Washington state patrol. Al existing
contracts and obligations shall remain in full force and shall be
performed by the Washington state patrol.

(5) The transfer of the powers, duties, functions, and personnel of
the state toxicology |aboratory shall not affect the validity of any
act perfornmed before the effective date of this section.

(6) If the apportionnments of budgeted funds are required because of
the transfers directed by this section, the director of financial
managenent shall certify the apportionnents to the agencies affected,
the state auditor, and the state treasurer. Each shall nake the
appropriate transfer and adjustnments in funds and appropriation
accounts and equi pnent records in accordance with the certification.

SHB 1560. SL p. 2



a b~ W N

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31
32
33
34
35

(7) Nothing contained in this section may be construed to alter any
exi sting collective bargaining unit or the provisions of any existing
coll ective bargaining agreenment until the agreenment has expired or
until the bargaining unit has been nodified by action of the personnel
board as provided by |aw.

Sec. 2. RCW43.103.010 and 1995 ¢ 398 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The purposes of this act are declared by the legislature to be as
fol |l ows:

(1) To preserve and enhance the state crine |aboratory and state
toxicology |aboratory, which ((+s—an)) are essential parts of the
crimnal justice and death investigation systens in the state of
Washi ngt on;

(2) To fund the death investigation system and to nake rel ated
state and local institutions nore efficient;

(3) ((Feopreserve—and-enhance-the-statetoxi-cologytaberaterywhi-eh

. ol E oy i mal . " i . .
. I : hi ;

4y)) To provide resources necessary for the performance, by
qual i fi ed pathol ogi sts, of autopsies which are also essential to the
crimnal justice and death investigation systens of this state and its
counti es;

((65))) (4) To inprove the performance of death investigations and
the crimnal justice system through the formal training of county
coroners and county nedi cal exam ners;

((6))) (5) To establish and maintain a dental identification
system and

((6H)) (B6) To provide flexibility so that any county may establish
a county norgue when it serves the public interest.

Sec. 3. RCW43.103.020 and 1995 ¢ 398 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this chapter, the followng terns have the neanings
i ndi cated unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Council" means the Washington state forensic investigations
counci | .

p. 3 SHB 1560. SL
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(2) "Crine |aboratory” neans the Washington state patrol crine
| aboratory system created in RCW 43.43.670 and under the bureau of
forensic |laboratory services of the Washington state patrol.

(3) "State toxicology I|aboratory” neans the Wshington state
toxi col ogy |aboratory and under the bureau of forensic |aboratory
services of the Washington state patrol

Sec. 4. RCW43.103.030 and 1995 ¢ 398 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

There is created the Washington state forensic investigations
council. The council shall oversee the ((stateteoxieceloegy)) bureau of
forensic | aboratory services and, ((tegether)) in consultationwth the
((prestdent)) chief of the ((Uriversity—of)) Washi ngton state patrol or
the ((prestdent—s)) chief’s designee, control the ((laberatery——s))

operation and establish policies of the bureau of forensic |aboratory
servi ces. The council may also study and recommend cost-efficient
i nprovenents to the death i nvestigation systemin Washi ngton and report
its findings to the |egislature.

Further, the council shall, jointly with the chairperson of the
pat hol ogy departnent of the University of Wshington’'s School of
Medi cine, or the chairperson’s designee, oversee the state forensic
pat hol ogy fell owship program determ ne the budget for the programand
set the fellow s annual salary, and take those steps necessary to
adm ni ster the program

The forensic investigations council shall be actively involved in
the preparation of the ((er+me)) bureau of forensic |aboratory ((and

toxtcology—taberatery)) services budget((s)) and shall approve the

((er++me)) bureau of forensic |aboratory ((andtexiecology—taboeratery))
services budget((s)) prior to ((t+het+)) its formal subm ssion to the

of fice of financial managenent pursuant to RCW 43. 88. 030.

Sec. 5. RCW43.103.090 and 1995 ¢ 398 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The council may:

(()) (a) Meet at such tines and places as may be desi gnated by
a mpjority vote of the council nenbers or, if a majority cannot agree,
by the chair;

((£2r)) (b) Adopt rules governing the council and the conduct of
its neetings;

SHB 1560. SL p. 4
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(((3—Regut+e—+eports—F+romthe—state—toxiecologist—en—matters

o I ol Lol ;
4y)) (c) Require reports fromthe chief of the Washington state
patrol on matters pertaining to the ((er+#we)) bureau of forensic

| aborat ory services;

4388030+

£6y)) (d) Do anything, necessary or convenient, which enables the
council to performits duties and to exercise its powers; and

(L2 .  coloai  coloai I
pleasure—efthe—counet——and

£8))) (e) Be actively involved in the preparation of the bureau of
forensic | aboratory services budget and approve the bureau of forensic
| aboratory services budget prior to formal subm ssion to the office of
financi al managenent pursuant to RCW 43. 88. 030.

(2) The council shall:

(a) Prescribe qualifications for the position of director of the
bureau of forensic | aboratory services, after consulting with the chief
of the Washington state patrol. The council shall submit to the chief
of the WAshington state patrol a list containing the nanes of up to
t hree persons who the council believes neet its qualifications to serve
as director of the bureau of forensic |aboratory services. M ni mum
qualifications for the director of the bureau of forensic |aboratory

services nmust include successful conpletion of a background
i nvestigation and polygraph examnation. |If requested by the chief of
t he WAshington state patrol, the forensic investigations council shal

submt one additional list of up to three persons who the forensic
investigations council believes neet its qualifications. The
appoi nt nent nust be fromone of the lists of persons submtted by the
forensic investigations council, and the director of the bureau of

forensic | aboratory services shall report to the office of the chief of
t he WAshi ngton state patrol

(b) After consulting with the chief of the Washi ngton state patrol
and the director of the bureau of forensic |aboratory services, the
council shall appoint a toxicologist as state toxicologist, who shal
report to the director of the bureau of forensic |aboratory services.

p. 5 SHB 1560. SL
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The appointee shall neet the m ninum standards for enploynent with the
Washi ngton state patrol including successful conpletion of a background
investigation and pol ygraph exam nati on;

(c) Establish, after consulting with the chief of the Washi ngton
state patrol, the policies, objectives, and priorities of the bureau of
forensic | aboratory services, to be inplenented and adm nistered within
constraints established by budgeted resources by the director of the
bureau of forensic |aboratory services;

(d) Set the salary for the director of the bureau of forensic
| aboratory services; and

(e) Set the salary for the state toxicol ogist.

Sec. 6. RCWA43.43.670 and 1995 ¢ 398 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is created in the Washington state patrol a ((ertme))
bureau of forensic |aboratory services systemwhich is authorized to:

((2)) (a) Provide Ilaboratory services for the purpose of
anal yzi ng and scientifically handling any physical evidence relating to
any crine.

((£2)) (b) Provide training assistance for |ocal |aw enforcenent
personnel .

((F . Lol hall . .

: . ko I et I . I i nal

(c) Provide all necessary toxicology services requested by all
coroners, nedical exam ners, and prosecuting attorneys.

(2) The bureau of forensic |aboratory services shall assign
priority to a request for services with due regard to whether the case
involves crimnal activity against persons. The Washington state
forensic investigations council shall assist the bureau of forensic
| aboratory services in devising policies to pronbte the nost efficient
use of |l aboratory services consistent with this section. The forensic

SHB 1560. SL p. 6
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i nvestigations council shall be actively involved in the preparation of
t he bureau of forensic | aboratory services budget and shall approve the
bureau of forensic laboratory services budget prior to its formal
subm ssion by the state patrol to the office of financial mnagenent
pursuant to RCW 43. 88. 030.

Sec. 7. RCW®66.08.180 and 1997 ¢ 451 s 3 and 1997 c¢ 321 s 57 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

Except as provided in RCW 66.24.290(1), noneys in the |iquor
revol ving fund shall be distributed by the board at |east once every
t hree nont hs i n accordance wth RCW66. 08. 190, 66. 08. 200 and 66. 08. 210:
PROVI DED, That the board shall reserve from distribution such anount
not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars as nmay be necessary for the
proper adm nistration of this title.

(1) Al license fees, penalties and forfeitures derived under this
act from ((elass—H)) spirits, beer, and wne restaurant |icenses or
((elass—H)) spirits, beer, and w ne restaurant |icensees shall every
three nonths be di sbursed by the board as foll ows:

(a) Three hundred thousand dollars per biennium to the
((Yniverstty—of)) Washington state patrol for the ((ferensie
Hvesttgat+ens——counetH—to—conduet—the)) state ((texicoloegieal
taberatoery)) toxicology program pursuant to RCW68.50.107; and

(b) O the remaining funds:

(1) 6.06 percent to the University of Washington and 4. 04 percent
to Washington State University for al coholismand drug abuse research
and for the dissem nation of such research; and

(1i) 89.9 percent to the general fund to be used by the departnent
of social and health services solely to carry out the purposes of RCW
70. 96A. 050;

(2) The first fifty-five dollars per license fee provided in RCW
66. 24. 320 and 66.24.330 up to a maxi nrum of one hundred fifty thousand
dol l ars annual |y shall be di sbursed every three nonths by the board to
the general fund to be used for juvenile al cohol and drug prevention
prograns for kindergarten through third grade to be adm ni stered by the
superintendent of public instruction;

(3) Twenty percent of the remaining total anount derived from
license fees pursuant to RCW 66.24.320, 66.24.330, 66.24.350, and
66. 24. 360, shall be transferred to the general fund to be used by the

p. 7 SHB 1560. SL
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departnment of social and health services solely to carry out the
pur poses of RCW 70. 96A. 050; and

(4) One-fourth cent per liter of the tax inposed by RCW 66. 24. 210
shal |l every three nonths be di sbursed by the board to WAashi ngton State
University solely for wine and wi ne grape research, extension prograns
related to wine and wi ne grape research, and resident instruction in
both w ne grape production and the processing aspects of the w ne
i ndustry in accordance with RCW28B. 30. 068. The director of financi al
managenent shall prescribe suitable accounting procedures to ensure
that the funds transferred to the general fund to be used by the
departnment of social and health services and appropriated are
separately accounted for

Sec. 8. RCW68.50.107 and 1995 ¢ 398 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

There shall be established in conjunction with the ((Uriverstty
ef)) chief of the Washi ngton ((Mdiecal—Seheol)) state patrol and under
the authority of the state forensic investigations council a state
t oxi col ogi cal | aboratory under the direction of the state toxicol ogi st
whose duty it will be to performall necessary toxicol ogic procedures
requested by all ~coroners, nedical examners, and prosecuting
attorneys. The state forensic investigations council, after consulting
with the chief of the Washington state patrol and director of the
bureau of forensic | aboratory services, shall appoint a toxicol ogi st as
state toxicologist, who shall report to the director of the bureau of
forensic laboratory services and the office of the chief of the
Washi ngton state patrol. ((Fhe—taberatery)) Toxicological services
shal | be funded by di sbursenent fromthe ((elassH)) spirits, beer, and
wine restaurant |icense fees as provided in RCW 66.08.180 and by
appropriation fromthe death i nvestigati ons account as provided i n RCW
43.79. 445.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 1999.

Passed the House March 5, 1999.

Passed the Senate April 7,1999.

Approved by the Governor April 19, 1999.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State April 19, 1999.
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