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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2644

Passed Legislature - 2000 Regul ar Session
AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmittee on Agriculture & Ecology (originally sponsored by
Representatives Delvin, Gant, Hankins, Linville and G Chandl er)

Read first tine 02/ 03/2000. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to the restoration and redevel opnent of unfi ni shed
nucl ear power project sites for purposes of econom c devel opnent,
providing for sufficient water supply for restoration and redevel opnent
of such sites; and anendi ng RCW 80. 50. 300.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB80.50.300 and 1996 ¢ 4 s 2 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) This section applies only to unfinished nucl ear power projects
( (that—arenot—tocatedontederal—property)). |If a certificate hol der
stops construction of a nuclear energy facility before conpletion,
termnates the project or otherwise resolves not to conplete
construction, never introduces or stores fuel for the energy facility
on the site, and never operates the energy facility as designed to
produce energy, the certificate holder may contract, establish
interlocal agreenents, or use other formal neans to effect the transfer
of site restoration responsibilities, which my include economc
devel opnent activities, to any political subdivision or subdivisions of
the state conposed of elected officials. The contracts, interloca
agreenents, or other formal neans of cooperation nmay include, but are
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not limted to provisions effecting the transfer or conveyance of
interests inthe site and energy facilities fromthe certificate hol der
to other political subdivisions of the state, including costs of
mai nt enance and security, capital inprovenents, and denolition and
sal vage of the unused energy facilities and infrastructure.

(2) If acertificate holder transfers all or a portion of the site
to a political subdivision or subdivisions of the state conposed of
elected officials and located in the sane county as the site, the
council shall anmend the site certification agreenent to rel ease those
portions of the site ((that—aretransterredpursuant—tothis—seetion))
that it finds are no |onger intended for the devel opnent of an energy
facility.

| medi ately upon release of all or a portion of the site pursuant
to this section, all responsibilities for mintaining the public
wel fare for portions of the site transferred, including but not limted
to health and safety, are transferred to the political subdivision or
subdi visions of the state. For sites located on federal |and, al
responsibilities for maintaining the public welfare for all of the
site, including but not Ilimted to health and safety, nust be
transferred to the political subdivision or subdivisions of the state
irrespective of whether all or a portion of the site is rel eased.

(3) The legislature finds that for all or a portion of sites that
have been transferred to a political subdivision or subdivisions of the
state prior to Septenber 1, 1999, ensuring water for site restoration
i ncl udi ng econom ¢ devel opnent, conpl eted pursuant to this section can
best be acconplished by a transfer of existing surface water rights,
and that such a transfer is best acconplished adm nistratively through
procedures set forth in existing statutes and rul es. However, if a
transfer of water rights is not possible, the departnent of ecol ogy
shall, within six nonths of the transfer of the site or portion thereof
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, create a trust water right
under chapter 90.42 RCW containing between ten and twenty cubic feet
per second for the benefit of the appropriate political subdivision or
subdi visions of the state. The trust water right shall be used in
fulfilling site restoration responsibilities, including economc
devel opment. The trust water right shall be fromexisting valid water
rights within the basin where the site is |ocated.
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1 (4) For purposes of this section, "political subdivision or

2 subdivisions of the state" nmeans a city, town, county, public utility

3 district, port district, or joint operating agency.
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