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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5030

Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on WAays & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Long, Fraser, Wnsley, Franklin, Bauer, Jacobsen, Roach, T. Shel don,
Johnson and Rasnussen; by request of Joint Commttee on Pension Policy)

Read first tine 02/ 25/1999.

AN ACT Relating to the Washington state patrol surviving spouse
retirenment all owance; anmendi ng RCW43. 43. 120 and 43. 43. 274; and addi ng
new sections to chapter 43.43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.43.120 and 1983 ¢ 81 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

As used in the follow ng sections, unless a different neaning is
plainly required by the context:

(1) "Retirenment systenmi nmeans the Washington state patro
retirenment system

(2) "Retirement fund" neans the WAshington state patrol retirenent
fund.

(3) "State treasurer”™ neans the treasurer of the state of
Washi ngt on.

(4) "Menber" means any person included in the nmenbership of the
retirenment fund.

(5) "Enpl oyee" neans any comm ssioned enpl oyee of the Washi ngton
state patrol.

p. 1 SSB 5030. SL
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(6)(a) "Cadet," for a person who becane a nenber of the retirenent
system after June 12, 1980, is a person who has passed the Washi ngton
state patrol’s entry-level oral, witten, physical perfornmance, and
background exam nations and is, thereby, appointed by the chief as a
candi date to be a comm ssioned officer of the Washington state patrol.

(b) "Cadet," for a person who becane a nenber of the retirenent
system before June 12, 1980, is a trooper cadet, patrol cadet, or
enpl oyee of |ike classification, enployed for the express purpose of
receiving the on-the-job training required for attendance at the state
patrol acadenmy and for becoming a comm ssioned trooper. "Li ke
classification" includes: Radi o operators or dispatchers; persons
provi di ng security for the governor or |egislature; patrolnmen; drivers’
license exam ners; weighmasters; vehicle safety inspectors; centra
w rel ess operators; and war ehousenen.

(7) "Beneficiary" neans any person in receipt of retirenent
al | omance or any other benefit allowed by this chapter.

(8) "Regular interest" neans interest conpounded annually at such
rates as may be determ ned by the director.

(9 "Retirenment board" neans the board provided for in this
chapter.

(10) "lInsurance conm ssioner” nmeans the insurance conm ssioner of
the state of Washi ngton.

(11) "Lieutenant governor" neans the |ieutenant governor of the
state of Washi ngt on.

(12) "Service" shall nean services rendered to the state of
Washi ngton or any political subdivisions thereof for which conpensation
has been paid. Full tinme enploynent for seventy or nore hours in any
given calendar nonth shall constitute one nonth of service. An
enpl oyee who is reinstated in accordance with RCW 43.43.110 shall
suffer no loss of service for the period reinstated subject to the

contribution requirenents of this chapter. Only nonths of service
shall be counted in the conputation of any retirenent allowance or
other benefit provided for herein. Years of service shall be

determ ned by dividing the total nunber of nonths of service by twel ve.
Any fraction of a year of service as so determ ned shall be taken into
account in the conputation of such retirenent all owance or benefit.
(13) "Prior service" shall nean all services rendered by a nmenber
to the state of Washington, or any of its political subdivisions prior
to August 1, 1947, unless such service has been credited in another

SSB 5030. SL p. 2
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public retirement or pension system operating in the state of
Washi ngt on.

(14) "Current service" shall mean all service as a nenber rendered
on or after August 1, 1947.

(15) "Average final salary" shall nean the average nonthly sal ary
recei ved by a nenber during the nenber’s |last two years of service or
any consecutive two-year period of service, whichever is the greater,
as an enployee of the Washington state patrol; or if the nmenber has
less than two years of service, then the average nonthly salary
recei ved by the nenber during the nenber’s total years of service.

(16) "Actuarial equivalent"” shall nmean a benefit of equal value
when conput ed upon the basis of such nortality table as may be adopted
and such interest rate as may be determ ned by the director.

(17) Unless the context expressly indicates otherw se, words
inporting the masculine gender shall be extended to include the
fem nine gender and words inporting the fem nine gender shall be
extended to include the mascul i ne gender.

(18) "Director"” nmeans the director of the departnent of retirenent
syst ens.

(19) "Departnent” neans the departnent of retirenent systens
created in chapter 41.50 RCW

(20) "State actuary"™ or "actuary" neans the person appointed
pursuant to RCW 44. 44.010(2).

(21) "Contributions" nmeans the deduction fromthe conpensation of
each nmenber in accordance with the contribution rates established under
RCW 43. 43. 300.

(22) "Annual increase" nmeans as of July 1, 1999, seventy-seven
cents per nmonth per year of service which anmount shall be increased
each subsequent July 1st by three percent, rounded to the nearest cent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning July 1, 1999, and annually thereafter, the surviving
spouse allowance provided in RCW 43.43.270 shall be adjusted by the
annual increase anount. To be eligible, a surviving spouse nmust have
attained at |east age sixty-six by July 1st in the calendar year in
whi ch the annual increase is provided.

(2) The legislature reserves the right to anmend or repeal this
section in the future and no nmenber or beneficiary has a contractual

p. 3 SSB 5030. SL
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right to receive this postretirenent adjustnment not granted prior to
that tine.

Sec. 3. RCW43.43.274 and 1997 ¢ 72 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Effective July 1, 1997, the retirenent allowance under RCW
43. 43. 260 and 43.43.270(2) shall not be less than twenty dollars per
month for each year of service. Effective July 1, 1999, and annually
thereafter, the retirenent all owance provided under this section shal

be adjusted by the annual increase amount. |f the nenber has el ected
to receive a reduced retirenent allowance under RCW 43. 43. 280(2), the
mnimum retirenment allowance under this section shall be reduced

accordi ngly.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 43.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

By July 1, 2000, the departnent of retirenment systens shall adopt
rules that allow a nenber to select, in lieu of benefits under RCW
43.43. 270, an actuarially equivalent retirement option that pays the
menber a reduced retirenent all owance and upon death shall be conti nued
t hroughout the life of a lawful surviving spouse. The continuing
al l ownance to the I awful surviving spouse shall be subject to the yearly
i ncrease provided by RCW 43.43.260(5) in lieu of the annual increase
provided in section 2 of this act.

Passed the Senate March 11, 1999.

Passed the House April 9, 1999.

Approved by the Governor April 22, 1999.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State April 22, 1999.
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