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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6351

Passed Legislature - 2000 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Judiciary (originally sponsored by Senators
Kli ne, McCaslin, Heavey, Long, Shin, Thi baudeau, Sheahan and Costa)

Read first tine 01/31/2000.

AN ACT Rel ating to superior court conm ssioners; and anmendi ng RCW
2. 24. 040.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW2.24.040 and 1997 ¢ 352 s 14 are each anended to read
as follows:

Such court comm ssioner shall have power, authority, and
jurisdiction, concurrent with the superior court and the judge thereof,
in the follow ng particul ars:

(1) To hear and determne all matters in probate, to make and i ssue
all proper orders therein, and to issue citations in all cases where
sane are authorized by the probate statutes of this state.

(2) To grant and enter defaults and enter judgnment thereon.

(3) To issue tenporary restraining orders and tenporary
injunctions, and to fix and approve bonds t hereon.

(4) To act as refereein all matters and actions referred to himor
her by the superior court as such, with all the powers now conferred
upon referees by |aw.
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(5 To hear and determne all proceedings supplenental to
execution, with all the powers conferred upon the judge of the superior
court in such matters.

(6) To hear and determne all petitions for the adoption of
children and for the dissolution of incorporations.

(7) To hear and determne all applications for the comnmtnent of
any person to the hospital for the insane, with all the powers of the
superior court in such matters: PROVIDED, That in cases where a jury
i s demanded, sane shall be referred to the superior court for trial

(8) To hear and determne all conplaints for the commtnents of
mnors with all powers conferred upon the superior court in such
matters.

(9) To hear and determ ne ex parte and uncontested civil matters of
any nature.

(10) To grant adjournnments, admnister oaths, preserve order,
conpel attendance of w tnesses, and to punish for contenpts in the
refusal to obey or the neglect of the court conmssioner’'s |awfu
orders made in any matter before the court conm ssioner as fully as the
j udge of the superior court.

(11) To take acknow edgnents and proofs of deeds, nortgages and al
other instruments requiring acknow edgnent under the laws of this
state, and to take affidavits and depositions in all cases.

(12) To provide an official seal, upon which shall be engraved the
words "Court Conm ssioner," and the nanme of the county for which he or
she may be appointed, and to authenticate his official acts therewith
in all cases where sane i s necessary.

(13) To charge and collect, for his or her own use, the sane fees
for the official performance of official acts nentioned in subsections
(4) and (11) of this section as are provided by law for referees and
notaries public.

(14) To hear and determne small clains appeals as provided in
chapter 12.36 RCW

(15) In adult crimnal cases, to preside over arraignnents,

prelimnary appear ances, initial extradition heari ngs, and

nonconmpl i ance proceedi ngs pursuant to RCW 9. 94A. 200; accept pleas if

aut horized by local court rules; appoint counsel; nake determn nations

of probable cause; set, anend, and review conditions of pretrial

rel ease; set bail; set trial and hearing dates:; authorize conti nuances;

and accept waivers of the right to speedy trial.
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Passed the Senate February 14, 2000.

Passed the House March 1, 2000.

Approved by the Governor March 22, 2000.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 22, 2000.

p. 3 SSB 6351. SL



