5127
Sponsor (s): Senators Kohl -Wl | es, Hargrove, Long, Heavey, MCaslin,
Stevens, Zarelli, Prentice, Kline, Wnsley and Costa

Brief Description: Prohibiting law enforcenment officers from
conducting investigations of abuse or neglect concerning a child
for which the officer is a parent, guardian, or foster parent.

SB 5127 - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provi des that on-going specialized training shall be provided
for persons responsible for investigating child sexual abuse.
Training participants shall have the opportunity to practice
interview skills and receive feedback frominstructors.

Directs the comm ssion, the departnent of social and health
servi ces, the Washi ngton associ ati on of sheriffs and police chiefs,
and the Washi ngton associ ati on of prosecuting attorneys to design
and i npl ement state-w de training that contains consistent el enents
for persons engaged in the interviewing of children for child
sexual abuse cases, including |aw enforcenent, prosecution, and
child protective services.

Directs the Washington state institute for public policy to
convene a work group to develop state guidelines for the
devel opment of child sexual abuse investigations protocols. The
wor k group shall consist of representatives fromthe departnent of
soci al and health services, the Washi ngton associ ati on of sheriffs
and police chiefs, and the Washi ngton associ ati on of prosecuting
attorneys.

Requi res each agency involved in investigating child sexual
abuse to docunent its role in handling cases and how it wll
coordinate wth other | ocal agencies or systens and shall adopt a
| ocal protocol based on the state guidelines. The departnent and
| ocal law enforcenent agencies may include other agencies and
systens that are involved with child sexual abuse victins in the
mul tidi sciplinary coordination

Requires each county to develop a witten protocol for
handl ing crimnal child sexual abuse investigations to be in place
by July 1, 2000.

Directs the departnent to establish three pilot projects
i nvol ving child sexual abuse investigations. The projects shal
follow witten protocols and use different nethods and techni ques
to conduct and preserve interviews with alleged child victinms of
sexual abuse. The departnent shall provide the appropriate
commttees of the senate and house of representatives an interim
report by Decenmber 15, 1999, and a final report by Decenber 15,
2000. The Washington state institute for public policy shal
evaluate the pilot projects and report to the legislature by
Decenber 1, 2000.

Provides that a | aw enforcenent agency shall not allow a | aw
enforcement officer to participate as an investigator in the
i nvestigation of alleged abuse or neglect concerning a child for
whom the | aw enforcenent officer is, or wwthin the precedi ng six



nmont hs has been, a parent, guardian, or foster parent.
Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5127
May 18, 1999
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout nmy approval as to section 1,
Senate Bill No. 5127 entitled:

"AN ACT Rel ating to investigations of abuse or neglect;"

Senate Bill No. 5127 requires specialized training for |aw
enforcenent officers and caseworkers who i nvestigate al | egati ons of
child sexual abuse. It also prohibits a |aw enforcenent officer

fromparticipating in an investigation of alleged abuse concerni ng
a child for whom the officer is a parent, guardian or foster
par ent .

The training required by SB 5127 is not adequately funded by
the operating budget for the 1999-2001 bienniumthat | signed on
May 14, 1999. To fully inplenment the required training, the
| egi sl ature nust appropriate at |east $537,000 in suppl enental
funds next year.

The process of investigating child abuse allegations and
prosecuting all eged perpetrators i s conpl ex and nust adhere to many
| aws and procedures. Section 1 of SB 5127 is sufficiently vague
that it could be msconstrued to alter existing law. Vetoing it
does not weaken the substance of this bill.

For these reasons, | have vetoed section 1 of Senate Bill No.
5127.

Wth the exception of section 1, Senate Bill No. 5127 is
approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



