6382

Sponsor(s): Senators Thi baudeau, MCaslin, Long, Costa, Wnsley,
Rasnmussen, Kohl-Welles and MAuliffe; by request of Attorney
CGener al

Brief Description: Protecting dependent persons.

SB 6382 - DI GEST

(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Finds that the nunber of vulnerable adults is growi ng because

of denographics and longer |ife expectancies. Crimes agai nst
vul nerabl e adults, and neglect, exploitation, abuse, and sexua
abuse of vulnerable adults are increasing. The state has a

conpelling interest in making it possible for the courts to
adequately and fairly conduct cases involving vul nerable adult
vi ctims.

Declares an intent that this act nake adm ssi ble as evi dence
the reliabl e hearsay of vul nerable adults beyond what is currently
adm ssible, while respecting the constitutional rights of other
parties.

Recogni zes that the courts have i nplenented the child hearsay
statute, RCWO9A 44.120, to bal ance concerns about the reliability
of children’s hearsay statenments with the public interest in
facilitating court cases involving the protection of children and
recogni zes simlar issues are present in proceedings involving
vul nerabl e adult victins.



