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Brief Description: Changing primary dates and associated election procedures.

Sponsors: Representatives D. Schmidt, McMorris, Miloscia, Dunshee, Pearson, Talcott,
Kessler, Pennington, Clements, Ogden, Sump, Linville, Darneille, Wood, Cooper,
Gombosky, Skinner and Edmonds.

Brief Summary of Bill

The date of the primary is moved back from one of two different Tuesdays in
September to the second Tuesday in August.

Other election-related dates are moved back to accommodate the primary date
change.

Hearing Date: 2/19/01
Staff: Steve Lundin (786-7127).
Background:

A primary election to nominate candidates is held at the earlier of either: (1) the third
Tuesday in September prior to a general election; or (2) the seventh Tuesday prior to a
general election.

Declarations of candidacy for elective office are made with the filing officer during regular
office hours for a five-day period beginning on the fourth Monday in July and ending on
the following Friday, in the year in which the office is to be filled. If no one declares
candidacy for an office during this regular filing period, a special filing period is opened
for three days.

If no one has filed for the nomination of a major political party by the business end of the

Thursday following the end of the regular filing period, the major political party may
nominate its candidate on the next day.
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A convention to nominate a person as a candidate of a minor political party for a partisan
office, or for a person to file as an independent candidate for a partisan office, is held
during the eight-day period from the last Saturday in June through the first Saturday in
July.

Summary of Bill:
Date of primary moved back.

The date of the primary is moved back from a date in September (the earlier of the third
Tuesday in September or the seventh Tuesday preceding the general election) to the second
Tuesday in August.

Period holding conventions to nominate minor party candidates and independents moved
back.

The eight-day period when a convention may be held to select a nominee from a minor
party, or an independent, for a partisan office is moved back so that the convention must
be held from the third Saturday in May to the fourth Saturday in May, rather than from
the last Saturday in June to the first Saturday in July.

Filing period moved back.

Filing periods when declarations of candidacy are filed are altered and given specific
names. The basic five-day filing period is called the regular filing period, and the first day
of this regular filing period is moved back from the fourth Monday in July to the second
Monday in June.

The three-day filing period that is held if no one files his or her declaration of candidacy
during the regular filing period is called the special filing period. This special three-day
filing period opens on the Monday after the close of the regular filing period and closes on
the following Wednesday. If no person files a declaration of candidacy as a member of a
major political party for a partisan position, the major political party may select its
nominee no later than the first Friday after the close of the regular filing period.

It is clarified that another three-day filing period is opened if a void in candidacy occurs in
a nonpartisan office after one or more eligible persons had filed for office during the
regular or special filing period.

Rulemaking Authority: No express authority.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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