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Brief Description: Providing for department of social and health services coordination of
services for children and families in child dependency cases.

Sponsors: By Senate Committee on Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored
by Senators Long, Hargrove, Costa, Stevens and Kohl-Welles).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) is required, within current
funding, to develop methods to coordinate services to children and families involv
in child dependency cases.
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Hearing Date: 3/19/01

Staff: Deborah Frazier (786-7152).

Background:

Many families that become involved with the child dependency system require services from
multiple service systems. Services are funded by separate sources and are separately
provided, with little coordination or collaboration among the systems. The service systems

involved may include criminal justice, child welfare, mental health, substance abuse, and
education.

This approach to service delivery can create confusion for these families and form a
barrier to resolution of problems. Families are required to understand multiple eligibility
requirements and program limitations, and to manage relationships with multiple entities.

Summary of Bill:

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) is required, within current funding,
to develop methods to coordinate services to children and families involved in child
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dependency cases.

Assessment criteria should screen for multiple needs.

The department is required to: coordinate and integrate services addressing multiple needs,
develop treatment plans that minimize contacts the client must make, and access training

for staff to improve assessment skills related to multiple disciplines.

The department is required to report to the Legislature on methods of coordinating
services. Reports are due by region every six months.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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