
WashingtonState
HouseofRepresentatives
OfficeofProgramResearch

BILLBILLBILL
ANALYSISANALYSISANALYSIS

Judiciary Committee

SB 6292
Title: An act relating to authorizing lay judicial officers.

Brief Description: Authorizing lay judicial officers.

Sponsors: Senators Kline and Johnson.

Brief Summary of Bill

· Requires all district and municipal court judges to be admitted to the practice of law in
Washington or, in districts or municipalities with less than 5,000 population, to have
passed the qualifying examination for a lay judicial officer.

Hearing Date: 2/25/02

Staff: Edie Adams (786-7180).

Background:

A person must meet certain qualifications in order to serve as a judge of a district or
municipal court.

To serve as a district court judge, a person must be a registered voter of the district court
district and must be either: (1) a lawyer admitted to practice in Washington; (2) a person
who has been elected and served as a judge in Washington; or (3) in districts of less than
5,000 population, a person who has passed the qualifying examination for the office of
district judge as provided in court rule. General Rule 8 of the court rules contains
requirements with respect to the qualifying examination for lay candidates for judicial office.

To serve as a municipal court judge, in addition to citizenship and residency requirements,
the person must be admitted to practice law in Washington, except that in municipalities with
a population of less than 5,000, the person does not have to be an attorney and there is no
requirement that the person pass a qualifying examination.

Summary of Bill:

A candidate for judge of a district or municipal court must be an attorney admitted to
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practice law in Washington, except in districts or municipalities with less than 5,000
population. In a district or municipality with a population of less than 5,000, a candidate for
judge may be a person who has passed the qualifying examination for a lay judicial officer
by January 1, 2003.

The provision that allows a district court judge candidate to be a non-attorney but previously
elected judge is deleted.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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