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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1545

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Children & Famly Services (originally
sponsored by Representatives Fromhold, Hinkle, Kagi, Kenney, Schual-
Ber ke, Upthegrove, Chase, Cox, MDernott, Delvin, Cooper, Dickerson
Pettigrew, Hankins, Lantz, Quall, Conway, Rockefeller and d enents)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 14/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to consolidation of early learning and child care
prograns and services in the state; adding a new chapter to Title 74
RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature recognizes that:

(a) Early learning and child care are an essential part of the
daily lives of Washington famlies;

(b) The state is involved in many early learning and child care
prograns and services that are admnistered through at |east three
st ate agenci es;

(c) A nore cohesive and integrated early learning and child care
system woul d result in greater efficiencies for the state and greater
accessibility for the famlies that the prograns are intended to serve;
and

(d) An effective system of governance would provide | eadershinp,
voice, and vision for wearly learning and child care in state
gover nnent .

(2) The legislature finds that the early years of a child's life
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are critical to the child' s healthy brain devel opnent and that the
quality of caregiving during the early years can significantly inpact
the child s intellectual and enotional growh and social adjustnent.

(3) It is therefore the purpose of this chapter to initiate the
devel opnent of a seanm ess statew de systemof prograns and services for
early learning and child care that supports famlies in preparing for
and mai ntaining children's success in school.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The governor and the superintendent of
public instruction shall jointly consolidate and admnister early
| earning and child care prograns and services in the state by Septenber
1, 2007.

(1) For the purposes of this chapter, "early learning and child
care prograns and services" are limted to the follow ng functions and
entities:

(a) Child care quality investnments adm nistered by the division of
child care and early learning in the departnment of social and health
servi ces;

(b) State training and registry systeminvestnents;

(c) Head start-state collaboration project;

(d) Statewi de child care resource and referral network;

(e) Project even start;

(f) Child and adult care food program

(g) Healthy child care Washington or its successor program

(h) Special education for individuals fromthree to five years of
age;

(1) Title 1, part C mgrant education preschool set-aside;

(j) Licensing of child care centers and hones;

(k) Child care health inspections;

(1) Child care coordinating commttee;

(m Al prograns financed and contracted through the child care and
devel opnent fund;

(n) Al child care and early learning activities authorized under
chapter 74.13 RCW

(o) Working connections child care program

(p) Seasonal child care;

(q) Teen parents child care;

(r) Honel ess child care;
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(s) Special needs child care;

(t) Activities funded through part C of the federal individuals
with disabilities education act;

(u) Child care for inpatient al cohol and substance abuse treatnent;
and

(v) Early chil dhood educati on and assi stance program

(2) In consolidating and admi nistering the early |learning and child
care prograns and services in the state, it is the intent of the
| egislature that the governor and the superintendent of public
instruction coordinate and collaborate with all federally funded early
| earning and child care prograns and services operating in the state,
such as head start, 21st century comunity | earning centers, and after-
school prograns for children under thirteen years of age.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) There is established an early |earning
and care task force within the office of the superintendent of public
instruction to oversee the consolidation of early learning and child
care prograns and services in the state. The task force shall be under
the joint authority of the governor and the superintendent of public
instruction. The focus of the task force shall be the identification
of the nost efficient system for the admnistration and fiscal
managenent of early learning and child care prograns and services in
the state. In conducting its work, the task force shall seek
i nvol venent fromfam lies and community and st akehol der groups invol ved
with early learning and child care prograns and services throughout the
state.

(2) It is intended that the nenbership of the task force include,
but not be limted to, the followng: (a) Individuals with expertise
in the delivery of early learning and child care services in a schoo
setting; (b) individuals with expertise in the delivery of early
| earning and child care services in both a nonprofit and for-profit
licensed center and famly honme child care settings; (c) individuals
who deliver early learning and child care prograns and services,
including representatives of state governnental agencies; and (d)
i ndi vidual s who are parents of children under thirteen years of age.

For the purposes of this subsection, "parent" includes a |egal
guardian or other person standing in |loco parentis, such as a
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grandparent or stepparent with whomthe child lives, or a person who is
|l egally responsible for the welfare of the child.

(3) The task force shall consist of seventeen nenbers as foll ows:

(a) Five nenbers recomended by the child care coordinating
commttee, jointly appointed by the governor and the superintendent of
public instruction;

(b) Four nenbers appointed by the governor;

(c) Four nenbers appointed by the superintendent of public
i nstruction; and

(d) Four nenbers of the | egislature, one fromeach political caucus
of the house of representatives to be appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives and one from each political caucus of the
senate to be appointed by the president of the senate, each of whom
shall serve as ex officio, nonvoting nenbers of the task force.

(4) The governor and the superintendent of public instruction shal
each appoint a cochair of the task force from anong its nenbership.
Vacancies in the nmenbership of the task force shall be filled in the
same manner as the original appointnents.

(5) Nongovernnental nenbers of the task force shall be reinbursed
for travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03. 060.
Legi sl ative nmenbers of the task force shall serve w thout additiona
conpensation but shall be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance
with RCW 44.04.120 while attending sessions of the task force or on
of ficial business authorized by the task force.

(6) Initial appointnents to the task force shall be nmade no | ater
than thirty days after the effective date of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) Duties of the early learning and care
task force shall include, but not be limted to, developnent of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Consistent aligned standards for children entering school and
for early learning and child care prograns and services that address
the multiple developnental aspects of young children, including
cognitive, linguistic, social, enotional, and physical;

(b) An integrated system of staffing and professional devel opnent
for early learning and child care prograns and services;

(c) Conprehensive, famly-focused services to be provided by early
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| earning and child care prograns for children and famlies who need
nore intensive support;

(d) An integrated systemof collaboration and support between early
| earning, child care, and after-school providers and the K-12 and
hi gher education systens; and

(e) A plan to address barriers to consolidation, such as issues
relating to facilities and transportati on.

(2) The task force shall develop a plan for inplenentation of the
duties provided in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) By Septenber 1, 2004, the task force shall report to the
| egi sl ature on the inplenmentation plan.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The early learning and care task force
shal | develop a plan for the consolidation of the follow ng functions
and entities:

(a) Child care quality investnments adm nistered by the division of
child care and early learning in the departnment of social and health
servi ces;

(b) State training and registry systeminvestnents;

(c) Head start-state collaboration project;

(d) Statewi de child care resource and referral network;

(e) Project even start;

(f) Child and adult care food program

(g) Healthy child care Washington or its successor program

(h) Special education for individuals fromthree to five years of
age; and

(1) Title 1, part C mgrant education preschool set-aside.

(2) By January 1, 2004, the task force shall report to the
| egislature with the plan for consolidation of the functions and
entities provided in subsection (1) of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) By Septenber 1, 2004, to the extent
possi ble within avail abl e funds, the governor and the superintendent of
public instruction shall inplenment the plan for consolidation devel oped
by the early Il earning and care task force pursuant to section 5 of this
act .

(2) By Septenber 1, 2005, to the extent possible within avail abl e
funds, the governor and the superintendent of public instruction shal
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i npl ement the plan devel oped by the early |earning and care task force
pursuant to section 4 of this act for the prograns and services
consol i dat ed pursuant to subsection (1) of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) The early learning and care task force
shal | develop a plan for the consolidation of the follow ng functions
and entities:

(a) Licensing of child care centers and hones;

(b) Child care health inspections;

(c) Child care coordinating commttee;

(d) Al progranms financed and contracted through the child care and
devel opnent fund;

(e) Al child care and early learning activities authorized under
chapter 74.13 RCW

(f) Working connections child care program

(g) Seasonal child care;

(h) Teen parents child care;

(1) Honel ess child care;

(j) Special needs child care;

(k) Activities funded through part C of the federal individuals
with disabilities education act;

(I') Child care for inpatient al cohol and substance abuse treatnent;
and

(m Early chil dhood educati on and assi stance program

(2) By Septenber 1, 2006, the task force shall report to the
| egislature with the plan for consolidation of the functions and
entities provided in subsection (1) of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. By Septenber 1, 2007, to the extent possible
within avail abl e funds, the governor and the superintendent of public
i nstruction shall:

(1) Inplement the plan for consolidation developed by the early
| earning and care task force pursuant to section 7 of this act; and

(2) Inplenent the plan developed by the early |learning and care
task force pursuant to section 4 of this act for the progranms and
servi ces consol i dated pursuant to subsection (1) of this section.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 9. The early learning and care task force shall
expire on Cctober 1, 2006.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. Sections 1 through 9 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 74 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. This act is necessary for the imredi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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