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HOUSE BI LL 1855

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives D ckerson, Canpbell, MDernott and Ski nner

Read first time 02/12/2003. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Servi ces.

AN ACT Relating to licensed independent clinical social worker
educati on and experience requirenents; and anendi ng RCW 18. 225. 090.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.225.090 and 2001 ¢ 251 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The secretary shall issue a license to any applicant who
denonstrates to the satisfaction of the secretary that the applicant
nmeets the follow ng education and experience requirenents for the
applicant's practice area.

(a) Licensed social work classifications:

(i) Licensed advanced soci al worker:

(A) Graduation froma master's or doctorate social work educati onal
program accredited by the council on social work education and approved
by the secretary based upon nationally recognized standards;

(B) Successful conpletion of an approved exam nati on;

(C Successful conpletion of a supervised experience requirenent.
The experience requirenent consists of a mninmumof three thousand two
hundred hours wth ninety hours of supervision by a |licensed
i ndependent clinical social worker or a licensed advanced soci al worker
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who has been licensed or certified for at least two years. O those
hours, fifty hours must include direct supervision by a licensed
advanced soci al worker or licensed i ndependent clinical social worker;
the other forty hours may be with an equally qualified |icensed nental
heal th practitioner. Forty hours nmust be in one-to-one supervision and
fifty hours may be in one-to-one supervision or group supervision.
D stance supervision is limted to forty supervision hours. Ei ght
hundred hours nust be in direct client contact; and

(D) Successful conpletion of continuing education requirenents of
thirty-six hours, with six in professional ethics.

(11) Licensed independent clinical social worker:

(A) Graduation from a master's or doctorate level social work
educati onal program accredited by the council on social work education
and approved by the secretary based wupon nationally recognized
st andar ds;

(B) Successful conpletion of an approved exam nati on;

(C Successful conpletion of a supervised experience requirenent.
The experience requirenment consists of a m ni numof four thousand hours
of experience, of which one thousand hours nust be direct client
contact, over a three-year period supervised by a |licensed i ndependent
clinical social worker who has been licensed for at least five years
and who has had at least one year of experience in supervising the
clinical social work practice of others, with supervision of at |east
one hundred thirty hours by a licensed nental health practitioner. O
the total supervision, seventy hours nust be with an independent
clinical social worker neeting the qualifications under this subsection
D@ @I)(C; the other sixty hours may be with an equally qualified
licensed nmental health practitioner. Sixty hours nust be in one-to-one
supervi sion and seventy hours may be i n one-to-one supervision or group

super vi si on. D stance supervision is limted to sixty supervision
hours; and

(D) Successful conpletion of continuing education requirenents of
thirty-six hours, with six in professional ethics.

(b) Licensed nental health counsel or:

(1) Gaduation from a master's or doctoral |evel educational
program in nental health counseling or a related discipline from a
coll ege or university approved by the secretary based upon nationally
recogni zed st andards;
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(i1) Successful conpletion of an approved exam nati on;

(ii1) Successful conpletion of a supervised experience requirenent.
The experience requirenent consists of a mninmum of thirty-six nonths
full-time counseling or three thousand hours of postgraduate nental
heal t h counseling under the supervision of a qualified |icensed nental
heal th counselor in an approved setting. The three thousand hours of
requi red experience includes a mninmum of one hundred hours spent in
i medi ate supervision with the qualified licensed nental health
counsel or, and includes a m ni mum of one thousand two hundred hours of
direct counseling with individuals, couples, famlies, or groups; and

(1v) Successful conpletion of continuing education requirenents of
thirty-six hours, with six in professional ethics.

(c) Licensed marriage and fam|ly therapist:

(1) Gaduation from a master's degree or doctoral degree
educational programin marriage and famly therapy or graduation from
an educational program in an allied field equivalent to a master's
degree or doctoral degree in marriage and famly therapy approved by
the secretary based upon nationally recogni zed standards;

(i1) Successful passage of an approved exam nati on;

(ii11) Successful conpletion of a supervi sed experience requirenent.
The experience requirenent consists of a mninmumof two cal endar years
of full-time marriage and famly therapy. O the total supervision
one hundred hours nust be with a licensed nmarriage and famly therapi st
with at least five years' clinical experience; the other one hundred
hours may be wth an equally qualified licensed nental health
practitioner. Total experience requirenents include:

(A) A mninmum of three thousand hours of experience, one thousand
hours of which nust be direct client contact; at |east five hundred
hours nust be gained in diagnosing and treating couples and famli es;
pl us

(B) At least two hundred hours of qualified supervision wth a
supervisor. At |least one hundred of the two hundred hours nust be one-
on-one supervision, and the remaining hours nmay be in one-on-one or
group supervi sion.

Appl i cants who have conpleted a master's program accredited by the
conmi ssion on accreditation for marriage and famly therapy education
of the Anmerican association for marriage and famly therapy may be
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credited with five hundred hours of direct client contact and one
hundred hours of formal neetings with an approved supervisor; and

(1v) Successful conpletion of continuing education requirenents of
thirty-six hours, with six in professional ethics.

(2) The department shall establish by rule what constitutes
adequate proof of neeting the criteria.

(3) In addition, applicants shall be subject to the grounds for
denial of a license or issuance of a conditional |icense under chapter
18. 130 RCW

~-- END ---
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