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HOUSE BI LL 2901

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Arnstrong and Condotta

Read first tinme 01/22/2004. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to permtting retired participants to resune
volunteer fire fighter, energency worker, or reserve officer service;
amendi ng RCW 41. 24. 010; and addi ng a new section to chapter 41.24 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 41.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Alocal nunicipality may, at its discretion, permt a retired
partici pant to nmake application to the |ocal board to resune vol unteer
service as a fire fighter, under the foll ow ng conditions:

(a) Aretired participant who chooses to resune vol unteer service
is not eligible for disability paynents pursuant to RCW 41.24.150 in
the event that the retired participant becones disabled as the result
of the performance of his or her duties.

(b) Prior to permtting a retired participant to resune vol unt eer
service, a local board shall require that a retired participant submt
to annual exam nations by a physician or other nedical staff. A
retired participant may resune volunteer service only if the exam ning
physi ci an or other medical staff certifies each year that the retired
partici pant neets appropriate nedical and health standards. Physicians
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and nedical staff that examne retired participants shall be rei nbursed
by the local nunicipality, and report to the local and state boards,
consistent wwth RCW41. 24. 110.

(c) Alocal nmunicipality that elects to permt retired participants
to resune volunteer service shall be required to pay an additiona
annual charge based on the increased cost of nedical and relief
benefits for retired participants. The anmount of the additional annua
charge shall be set by the state board, in consultation with the state
actuary.

(2) No period of volunteer service perforned by a retired
partici pant may be used in calculating a retirenment pension under RCW
41.24.170.

(3) The legislature reserves the right to anmend or repeal this
section in the future and no participant, retired participant, or
beneficiary has a contractual right to resune volunteer service while
in receipt of a retirenent pension.

Sec. 2. RCWA41.24.010 and 1999 c 148 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Municipal corporation” or "municipality" includes any county,
city, town or conbination thereof, fire protection district, |ocal |aw
enforcenent agency, or any energency nedical service district or other
special district, authorized by law to protect |ife or property within
its boundaries through a fire departnent, energency workers, or reserve
of ficers.

(2) "Fire departnment” neans any regul arly organi zed fire depart nent
or energency nedical service district consisting wholly of volunteer
fire fighters, or any part-paid and part-volunteer fire departnent duly
organi zed and mai ntai ned by any nunicipality: PROVIDED, That any such
muni ci pality wherein a part-paid fire departnent is maintai ned may by
appropriate legislation permt the full-paid nenbers of its departnent
to cone under the provisions of chapter 41.16 RCW

(3) "Fire fighter"” includes any fire fighter or energency worker
who is a nenber of any fire departnent of any nunicipality but shal
not include full time, paid fire fighters who are nenbers of the
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Washi ngton |law enforcenment officers' and fire fighters' retirenent
system wth respect to periods of service rendered in such capacity.

(4) "Enmergency worker" nmeans any energency nedical service
personnel, regul ated by chapters 18.71 and 18. 73 RCW who is a nenber
of an energency nedical service district but shall not include full-
time, paid enmergency nedical service personnel who are nenbers of the
Washi ngt on public enpl oyees' retirenent system wth respect to periods
of service rendered in such capacity.

(5) "Performance of duty" or "performance of service" shall be
construed to nean and include any work in and about conpany quarters,
any fire station, any |law enforcenent office or precinct, or any other
pl ace under the direction or general orders of the chief or other
of ficer having authority to order such nenber to perform such work;
responding to, working at, or returning from an alarm of fire,
energency call, or law enforcenent duties; drill or training; or any
wor k perfornmed of an energency nature in accordance with the rules and
regul ations of the fire departnent or |ocal |aw enforcenment agency.

(6) "State board" neans the state board for volunteer fire fighters
and reserve officers.

(7) "Board of trustees" or "local board" neans: (a) For matters
affecting fire fighters, a fire fighter board of trustees created under
RCW 41.24.060; (b) for mtters affecting an energency worker, an
enmergency nedical service district board of trustees created under RCW
41.24.330; or (c) for matters affecting reserve officers, a reserve
of ficer board of trustees created under RCW41. 24. 460.

(8) "Appropriate |legislation" nmeans an ordi nance when an ordi nance
is the neans of l|legislating by any municipality, and resolution in al
ot her cases.

(9) "Reserve officer" nmeans the sane as defined by the WAshi ngton
state crimnal justice training comm ssion under chapter 43.101 RCW
but shall not include full-tinme, paid | aw enforcenent officers who are
menbers of the Washington | aw enforcenent officers' and fire fighters
retirement system wth respect to periods of service rendered in such
capacity.

(10) "Participant"” neans: (a) For purposes of relief, any reserve
officer who is or may becone eligible for relief under this chapter or
any fire fighter or enmergency worker; and (b) for purposes of
retirement pension, any fire fighter, energency worker, or reserve
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of ficer who is or may becone eligible to receive a benefit of any type
under the retirenment provisions of this chapter, or whose beneficiary
may be eligible to receive any such benefit.

(11) "Retired participant” neans any participant who is at | east
sixty-five years of age and has been retired by the board of trustees
under RCWA41.24.170 and has been in receipt of a nonthly pension for no
| ess than three nonths.

(12) "Relief" nmeans all nedical, death, and disability benefits
avai l able under this chapter that are mnade necessary from death,
sickness, injury, or disability arising in the performance of duty,
i ncl udi ng benefits provided under RCW 41.24.110, 41.24.150, 41.24.160,
41. 24. 175, 41.24.220, and 41.24.230, but does not include retirenent
pensi ons provided under this chapter.

((+2)) (13) "Retirement pension" neans retirenment paynents for
t he performance of service, as provided under RCW41.24.170, 41.24.172,
41.24. 175, 41.24.180, and 41.24.185.

((+31)) (14) "Principal fund" neans the volunteer fire fighters'
and reserve officers' relief and pension principal fund created under
RCW 41. 24. 030.

((4)»)) (15) "Admnistrative fund" neans the volunteer fire
fighters' and reserve officers' admnistrative fund created under RCW
41. 24. 030.

--- END ---
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