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HOUSE BI LL 3134

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schoesler, Arnstrong, Ahern, Crouse, Hol nguist,
Eri cksen, McMahan, C enents, McMrris, Condotta and Schi ndl er

Read first tinme 01/28/2004. Referred to Commttee on Comrmerce & Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to the Washington industrial safety and health act;
addi ng a new section to chapter 49.17 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature nmakes the follow ng
fi ndi ngs:

(a) Fewer than half of the states in the United States operate job
saf ety and health prograns under section ei ghteen of the occupationa
safety and health act;

(b) Fewer than half of the enployees in the Washi ngton industri al
safety and health act services division at the departnment of |abor and
i ndustries actually conduct workplace safety inspections;

(c) Washington's workplaces are no safer than states that rely
exclusively on the occupational safety and health adm nistration to
conduct workpl ace safety inspections; and

(d) Mre than thirty mllion dollars annually 1in workers'
conpensation funds are used to pay for this unnecessary program

(2) Therefore, the legislature declares that the purpose of this
act is to no longer adm nister Washington's state plan under section
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eighteen of the occupational safety and health act until the
occupational safety and health act is repeal ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 49.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall cease to adm nister and enforce this chapter
on the effective date of this act and until the effective date of the
repeal of the federal occupational safety and health act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. In the 2005 legislative session, the
| egi slature nust pass a joint nenorial that petitions congress for
amendnents to the federal occupational safety and health act. The
anendnents should extend the scope of the occupational safety and
health act to include public enployees.

~-- END ---
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