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HOUSE BI LL 3143

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Mirris, N xon, Hudgins, Sullivan and Chase

Read first time 01/29/2004. Referred to Conmttee on Technol ogy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons & Energy.

AN ACT Relating to renewable energy and energy efficiency; and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Washington's wutilities have been historical I|eaders in
devel oping renewable hydroelectric energy and investing in energy
efficiency. The state econony has greatly benefited from the strong
foundation of |ow cost hydroelectric generation as well as forward-
| ooki ng investnents in energy efficiency;

(2) Washington has a long tradition of energy policies that support
energy efficiency and renewabl e energy devel opnent. These policies,
which include financial i ncentives, have stinmulated economc
devel opnent, reduced operating costs for businesses, nade industries
nore conpetitive, made hones nore confortable and efficient, reduced
the energy burden of |owincone households, and protected the
envi ronnent ;

(3) Washington wutility green tariff prograns have stimulated
consuner interest and nodest I nvestnents in renewable energy
devel opnent ;
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(4) Uncertainty in the electric industry about the industry's |ong-
termregul atory construct has shortened utility planning horizons and
reduced the confidence of electric utilities to recover investnents in
energy conservation, systemreliability, and new generation, including
renewabl e energy resources;

(5) The 2003 northeast bl ackouts and western energy crisis of 2000-
2001 denonstrated the vulnerability of an energy system reliant on
transm ssion of electricity distant from |oad centers, increasingly
strai ned water resources, and natural gas inpacted by volatile market
prices;

(6) Washington electric ratepayers wll benefit from resource
pl anni ng and acqui sition that hedges against future fuel price risk by
assisting utilities in developing a diverse portfolio of resources to
meet custoner needs; and

(7) Fuel diversity, economc, and environnental benefits from
renewabl e energy and efficiency resources accrue to the public at
|arge, and therefore all consuners and wutilities should support
consi stent devel opnment of these resources to neet the state's electric
demand and stabilize electricity prices.

--- END ---
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