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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6496

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Judiciary (originally sponsored by Senators
Schm dt and Ei de; by request of Admi nistrative Ofice of the Courts)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 04.

AN ACT Rel ating to confidential court records; adding a new section
to chapter 2.28 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 2.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) No enployee of a court, county clerk's office, governnent
agency, the admnistrative office of the courts, or any other person
under contract with any such agency may intentionally access, use, or
di scl ose court records that he or she knows to be confidential, unless
aut hori zed.

(2) A court record is confidential if access to that record is
restricted by statute, court order, or court rules.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "authorized" neans access:
(a) For the purpose of conducting official court business for a use
specifically permtted by enploynent status; (b) by court order, court
rule, or statute for the use specified; or (c) by contractual provision
contained in an agreenent between the official custodian of the court

p. 1 SSB 6496



1 record and anot her person or entity, as specified in such agreenent.
2 (4) Violation of this section is a gross m sdeneanor.

~-- END ---
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