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SENATE BI LL 6572

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Milliken, Keiser, Franklin, Schm dt, Oke and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 01/ 26/2004. Referred to Commttee on Comrmerce & Trade.

AN ACT Relating to the treatnment of problem ganbling; anmendi ng RCW
9.46. 100 and 43.20A.890; adding a new section to chapter 9.46 RCW
addi ng a new section to chapter 43.20A RCW and creati ng new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The <costs to society of problem ganbling include famly
di sintegration, crimnal activity, and financial insolvencies;

(b) Problem ganblers suffer a higher incidence of addictive
di sorders such as al cohol and substance abuse;

(c) Residents of the state of Washington have the opportunity to
participate in a variety of |legal ganbling activities. These include:
Horse racing, the state lottery, punch boards and pull-tabs, bingo,
card roons, and ganbling in casinos and bingo halls operated by Indian
tribes;

(d) A 1999 study funded by the Washington state |ottery conm ssion
found that five percent of adult residents of Wshington state and
ei ght percent of adol escent residents could be classified as problem
ganbl ers; and
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(e) There are no publicly or privately funded treatnent prograns
for problem ganblers in Washington state and a very limted nunber of
professionals trained in identification and treatnent of the disorder.

(2) Therefore, it is the policy of the state of Washington to set
a dedicated source of funding to increase treatnent services for
probl em ganblers, training in the identification and treatnent of
probl em ganbling, public awareness and education regarding problem
ganbling, and specific education and treatnent prograns regarding
probl em ganbl i ng for adol escents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 9.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In addition to annual Ilicense fees authorized under RCW
9.46.070(5), the commssion shall establish an annual |[icensing
sur char ge.

(a) This licensing surcharge applies to all licensees under this

chapter except:

(i) Those persons licensed under RCW 9.46.070(17) and enpl oyed:
(A) By an operator of a ganbling activity authorized by this chapter;
or (B) by any manufacturer, supplier, or distributor of devices for
those activities; and

(1i) Organizations authorized under RCW9. 46. 0311.

(b) From July 1, 2004, through June 30, 2005, the |Iicensing
surcharge is one-half of one percent of net proceeds of all ganbling
activities conducted by the licensee during the preceding twel ve-nonth
period. Beginning July 1, 2005, the |licensing surcharge is one percent
of net proceeds of all ganbling activities conducted by the |icensee
during the preceding twel ve-nonth peri od.

(c) The licensing surcharge applies to |icensees as their annua
license renewal fees under RCW 9. 46.070(5) becone due to be paid after
June 30, 2004.

(2) Al funds received by the comm ssion, or any enpl oyee thereof,
from the licensing surcharge established in subsection (1) of this
section shall be deposited in the problem ganbling treatnent account.

Sec. 3. RCW9.46.100 and 2002 ¢ 371 s 901 are each anmended to read

as foll ows:
There is hereby created the ganbling revolving fund which shall
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consi st of all noneys receivable for licensing, penalties, forfeitures,
and all other noneys, incone, or revenue received by the conmm ssion,
except the licensing surcharge established in section 2(1) of this act.
The state treasurer shall be custodian of the fund. Al'l  noneys
received by the conm ssion or any enpl oyee thereof, except for change
funds and an anount of petty cash as fixed by rule or regulation of the
comm ssion, shall be deposited each day in a depository approved by the
state treasurer and transferred to the state treasurer to be credited
to the ganbling revolving fund. Disbursenents fromthe revolving fund
shall be on authorization of the conmssion or a duly authorized
representative thereof. In order to maintain an effective expenditure
and revenue control the ganbling revolving fund shall be subject in al
respects to chapter 43.88 RCWbut no appropriation shall be required to
permt expenditures and paynent of obligations from such fund. Al
expenses relative to conm ssion business, including but not limted to
sal aries and expenses of the director and other comm ssion enpl oyees
shall be paid fromthe ganbling revol ving fund.

Sec. 4. RCW43.20A. 890 and 2002 ¢ 349 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:
(1) A program for: (a) The prevention and treatnment of

( { patholtogteal)) problem ganbli ng; and (b) the training of
professionals in the identification and treatnent of problem ganbling

is established within the departnent of social and health services, to
be adm nistered by a qualified person who has training and experience

in ((handHng—pathelegieal)) problem ganbling ((preblens)) or the

organi zation and admnistration of treatnent services for persons
suffering from ((pathelegieal)) problem ganbling ((preblens)). The
departnent shall track program participation and client outcones.

(2) To receive treatnent under subsection (1) of this section, a
person nust:

(a) Need treatnent for ((pathelegieal)) problem ganbling, but be
unable to afford treatnent; and
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(b) Be targeted by the departnment of social and health services as
to be nost anenable to treatnent.

(3) Treatnent under this section is ((Hmtedtoe)) available only
to the extent of the funds ((avaitable)) appropriated to the departnent

of social and health services for this specific purpose.

eHent—outecones—)) For the purposes of this section, "problem ganbling”
i ncludes patterns of ganbling behavior that negatively inpact the lives
of ganblers and their famlies, with serious personal, financial, or
| egal consequences. Problem ganbling may take two nmjor forns:
Conpul sive ganbling and underage ganbling.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 43.20A RCW
to read as foll ows:

The problem ganbling treatnent account is created in the state
treasury. All receipts from the licensing surcharge established in
section 2(1) of this act nust be deposited in the account. NMbneys in
the account may be spent only after appropriation. Expenditures from
the account may be used only for the purposes of the program
est abl i shed under RCW 43. 20A. 890.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act may be known and cited as Ben's
bill.

~-- END ---
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