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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1271

Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmttee on Technology, Telecommunications & Energy
(originally sponsored by Representatives Anderson, Mrris and Wod)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 04/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to enhancing interoperability of the state's
ener gency comruni cation systens; anending RCW 43.105.041; reenacting
and anendi ng RCW43. 105. 020; addi ng new sections to chapter 43. 105 RCW
creating a new section; providing an effective date; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
ensure that the state's considerable investnent in radi o conmuni cati ons
facilities, and the radio spectrum that is licensed to governnent
entities in the state, are nmanaged in a way that pronotes to the
maxi mum extent the health and safety of the state's citizens and the
econom c efficiencies of coordi nated pl anni ng, devel opnent, nmanagenent,
mai nt enance, accountability, and perfornance. The | egislature finds
that such coordination is essential for disaster preparedness,
energency managenent, and public safety, and that such coordination
Wll result in nore cost-effective use of state resources and i nproved
gover nment servi ces.
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Sec. 2. RCW 43.105.020 and 1999 ¢ 285 s 1 and 1999 ¢ 80 s 1 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

As used in this chapter, unless the context indicates otherw se,
the follow ng definitions shall apply:

(1) "Department” neans the department of information services;

(2) "Board" neans the information services board,

(3) "Conmmittee" neans the state interoperability executive
committee;

(4) "Local governments" includes all municipal and quasi nunici pal
corporations and political subdivisions, and all agencies of such
corporations and subdi vi sions authorized to contract separately;

((4)Y)) (5) "Director"™ nmeans the director of the departnent;

((65))) (6) "Purchased services" neans services provided by a
vendor to acconplish routine, continuing, and necessary functions.
This term includes, but is not limted to, services acquired for
equi prent mai ntenance and repair, operation of a physical plant,
security, conputer hardware and software installation and mai nt enance,
tel ecomuni cations installation and naintenance, data entry, keypunch
servi ces, progranmm ng services, and conputer tine-sharing;

((66))) (7) "Backbone network" neans the shared high-density
portions of the state's tel ecomunications transmssion facilities. It
i ncl udes specially conditioned hi gh-speed comruni cations carrier |ines,
mul ti pl exors, swi tches associated with such conmunications |ines, and
any equi pnmrent and software conponents necessary for managenent and
control of the backbone network;

((6H)) (8) "Telecommunications" neans the transm ssion of
information by wire, radio, optical cable, electromagnetic, or other
nmeans;

((68))) (9) "Information" includes, but is not linmted to, data,
text, voice, and video;

(10) "Information processing” nmeans the electronic capture,
col | ecti on, st or age, mani pul ati on, transm ssion, retrieval, and

presentation of information in the formof data, text, voice, or inage
and i ncludes tel ecommunications and of fice automati on functions;

((9)) (11) "Information services" neans data processing,
t el ecommuni cati ons, ((and)) office automation, and conputerized
informati on systens,;

1271-S. SL p. 2
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((26y)) (12) "Equipnent” neans the nmachines, devices, and
transm ssion facilities wused in information processing, such as
conputers, word processors, termnals, telephones, ((anrd)) wreless
communi cations system facilities, cables, and any physical facility
necessary for the operation of such equipnent;

(()) (13) "Information technology portfolio" or "portfolio"”
means a strategi c managenent process docunenting rel ationshi ps between
agency mssions and information technology and teleconmunications
i nvest nents;

((x2)) (14) "Oversight"™ neans a process of conprehensive risk
anal ysi s and managenent designed to ensure optimum use of information
t echnol ogy resources and tel ecommuni cati ons;

((6x3y)) (15) "Proprietary software" neans that software offered
for sale or license;

((4)»)) (16) "Video telecomunications" means the electronic
i nterconnection of two or nore sites for the purpose of transmtting
and/or receiving visual and associated audio information. Vi deo
tel ecommuni cations shall not include existing public television
broadcast stations as currently designated by the departnent of
comunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent under chapter 43.330 RCW

((35y)) (17) "K-20 educational network board" or "K-20 board"”
means the K-20 educational network board created in RCW 43. 105. 800;

((26))) (18) "K-20 network technical steering commttee" or
"conmm ttee" neans the K-20 network technical steering conmttee created
in RCW43. 105. 810;

() (19) "K-20 network" neans the network established in RCW
43. 105. 820;

((+8y)) (20) "Educational sectors" neans those institutions of
hi gher education, school districts, and educational service districts
that use the network for distance education, data transm ssion, and
ot her uses permtted by the K-20 board.

Sec. 3. RCW43.105.041 and 1999 ¢ 285 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The board shall have the follow ng powers and duties related to
i nformati on services:

(a) To devel op standards and procedures governing the acquisition

p. 3 1271-S. SL
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and disposition of equipnment, proprietary software and purchased
services, licensing of the radio spectrum by or on behalf of state
agenci es, and confidentiality of conputerized data;

(b) To purchase, |ease, rent, or otherw se acquire, dispose of, and
mai nt ai n equi pnent, proprietary software, and purchased services, or to
del egate to other agencies and institutions of state governnent, under
appropriate standards, the authority to purchase, |ease, rent, or
otherwi se acquire, dispose of, and maintain equipnment, proprietary
software, and purchased services: PROVI DED, That, agencies and
institutions of state governnent are expressly prohibited from
acquiring or disposing of equipnment, proprietary software, and
purchased services wthout such delegation of authority. The
acquisition and disposition of equipnent, proprietary software, and
purchased services is exenpt from RCW 43.19.1919 and, as provided in
RCW43. 19. 1901, fromthe provisions of RCW43.19.190 through 43. 19. 200.
Thi s subsection (1)(b) does not apply to the legislative branch;

(c) To develop statewide or interagency technical policies,
st andards, and procedures;

(d) To review and approve standards and common specifications for
new or expanded telecomunications networks proposed by agencies,
public postsecondary education institutions, educational service
districts, or statewide or regional providers of K-12 information
technol ogy services, and to assure the cost-effective devel opnent and
increnental inplenentation of a statewi de video telecommunications
system to serve: Public schools; educational service districts;
vocational -technical institutes; community colleges; colleges and
universities; state and |ocal governnent; and the general public
t hrough public affairs progranmm ng;

(e) To provide direction concerning strategic planning goals and
objectives for the state. The board shall seek input from the
| egi slature and the judiciary;

(f) To develop and inplenent a process for the resolution of
appeal s by:

(1) Vendors concerning the conduct of an acquisition process by an
agency or the departnent; or

(1i) A custoner agency concerning the provision of services by the
departnent or by other state agency providers;
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(g) To establish policies for the periodic review by the depart nment
of agency performance which may include but are not limted to analysis
of :

(1) Planni ng, managenent, control, and use of information services;

(1i) Training and education; and

(1i1) Project managenent;

(h) To set its neeting schedul es and convene at schedul ed tines, or
nmeet at the request of a mpjority of its nenbers, the chair, or the
director; and

(1) To review and approve that portion of the departnent's budget
requests that provides for support to the board.

(2) Statewide technical standards to pronote and facilitate
el ectronic informati on sharing and access are an essenti al conponent of
acceptable and reliable public access service and conpl enent content-
rel ated standards designed to neet those goals. The board shall:

(a) Establish technical standards to facilitate electronic access
to governnment information and interoperability of information systens,
including wireless comunications systens. Local governnents are
strongly encouraged to follow the standards established by the board,;
and

(b) Require agencies to consider electronic public access needs
when pl anni ng new i nformati on systens or mgj or upgrades of systens.

I n devel opi ng these standards, the board is encouraged to include
the state library, state archives, and appropriate representatives of
state and | ocal governnent.

(3)(a) The board, in consultation with the K-20 board, has the duty
to govern, operate, and oversee the technical design, inplenmentation,
and operation of the K-20 network including, but not [imted to, the
foll owm ng duties: Establi shnent and inplenentation of K-20 network
techni cal policy, including technical standards and conditions of use;
review and approval of network design; procurenent of shared network
servi ces and equi pnent; and resol ving user/provider di sputes concerning
technical matters. The board shall del egate general operational and
techni cal oversight to the K-20 network technical steering commttee as
appropri ate.

(b) The board has the authority to adopt rul es under chapter 34.05
RCWto inplenent the provisions regarding the technical operations and
conditions of use of the K-20 networKk.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 43. 105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The board shall appoint a state interoperability executive
commttee, the nenbership of which nust include, but not be limted to,
representatives of the mlitary departnment, the Wshington state
patrol, the departnent of transportation, the departnent of information
services, the departnent of natural resources, <city and county
governnments, state and local fire chiefs, police chiefs, and sheriffs,
and state and |ocal energency nmanagenent directors. The chair and
| egi sl ative nenbers of the board will serve as nonvoting ex officio
menbers of the commttee. Voting nenbership may not exceed fifteen
menbers.

(2) The chair of the board shall appoint the chair of the commttee
fromanong the voting nenbers of the commttee.

(3) The strategic interoperability executive commttee has the
foll owi ng responsibilities:

(a) Develop policies and make recomendations to the board for
technical standards for state w reless radi o comruni cati ons systens,
i ncluding energency comunications systens. The standards nust
address, anong other things, the interoperability of systens, taking
into account both existing and future systens and technol ogi es;

(b) Coordi nate and manage on behalf of the board the |icensing and
use of state-designated and state-licensed radi o frequencies, including
the spectrum used for public safety and energency communi cations, and
serve as the point of contact wth the Federal Conmunications
Comm ssion on matters relating to allocation, use, and licensing of
radi o spectrum

(c) Seek support, including possible federal or other funding, for
st at e-sponsored wi rel ess conmuni cati ons systens;

(d) Devel op recommendations for legislation that may be required to
pronote interoperability of state wi rel ess comruni cati ons systens;

(e) Foster cooperation and coordination anobng public safety and
ener gency response organi zati ons;

(f) Work with wireless comuni cati ons groups and associations to
ensure interoperability anong all public safety and energency response
W rel ess communi cati ons systens; and

(g) Perform such other duties as may be assigned by the board to
pronote interoperability of wreless communications systens.

1271-S. SL p. 6
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. A newsection is added to chapter 43. 105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The state interoperability executive commttee shall take
inventory of and evaluate all state and | ocal governnent-owned public
safety communi cati ons systens, and prepare a statewi de public safety
comruni cations plan. The plan nust set forth recommendations for
executive and legislative action to insure that public safety
comruni cations systens can communi cate with one another and conformto
federal |aw and regul ati ons governi ng energency conmuni cati ons systens
and spectrum allocation. The plan nust include specific goals for
inproving interoperability of public safety communi cati ons systens and
i dentifiable benchmarks for achieving those goals.

(2) The commttee shall present the inventory and plan required in
subsection (1) of this section to the board and appropriate |egislative
commttees as foll ows:

(a) By Decenber 31, 2003, an inventory of state governnent-operated
public safety conmuni cations systens;

(b) By July 31, 2004, an inventory of all public safety
communi cations systens in the state;

(c) By March 31, 2004, an interim statewide public safety
communi cati ons plan; and

(d) By Decenber 31, 2004, a final statewide public safety
comuni cati ons pl an.

(3) The <conmttee shall ~consult regularly wth the joint
| egislative audit and review commttee and the |egislative evaluation
and accounting program commttee while developing the inventory and
pl an under this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 200S3.

Passed by the House March 14, 2003.

Passed by the Senate April 8, 2003.

Approved by the Governor April 16, 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 16, 2003.
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