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AN ACT Relating to a mlitary facilities task force; and creating
new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that placing a high
priority on the continuation of mlitary activities at the mlitary
bases | ocated in our state is in the best interest of the state and the
United States. The conbined efforts of the state and | ocal governnents
and the private sector, working in partnership with the United States
mlitary, wll be required to avoid the closure of these bases.
Therefore, the joint comnmttee on veterans' and mlitary affairs shal
conduct a Washington mlitary facilities study to determne and
coordinate statewide efforts needed to ensure that all mlitary
facilities in Washington retain their premer status with respect to
their national defense m ssions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The joint commttee on veterans' and
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mlitary affairs shall inform the governor and the I|egislature on
matters affecting the operational viability of mlitary facilities
wi t hi n Washi ngton t hrough:

(a) Understanding the mssion of each mlitary facility in
Washi ngt on;

(b) Exam ning the integral role of Washington facilities within the
nati onal defense structure;

(c) ldentifying any obstacles to the mssion of each facility
according to criteria used by its respective branch of service;

(d) Exam ning any |aw, ordinance, requirenent, rule, or regulation
that inpacts each facility's m ssion;

(e) Evaluating any |l ocally devel oped proposals intended to mtigate
the inpact of mlitary facilities on surroundi ng areas or the inpact of
nonmlitary activities in surrounding areas on the mssion of mlitary
facilities; and

(f) Studying the economc inpacts of the facilities on the
Washi ngt on econony.

(2) The joint conmttee shall make recommendati ons to the governor
and the legislature regarding actions needed to ensure the viability of
mlitary facilities, including:

(a) Expenditures appropriate to ensure the proper functioning and
continued operation of mlitary facilities within the state;

(b) Required changes to state |aw, |ocal ordinances, |ocal zoning
requi renents, or any other state or local requirenent, rule, or
regulation in order to encourage the continued operation of mlitary
facilities within the state; and

(c) Any required actions to be taken by the state at the federa
| evel in support of mlitary facilities within the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. In carrying out the requirenents of this
act, the joint commttee shall invite participation and seek i nput from
any experts it deens appropriate, but at a mninmmshall consult with
representatives and nonelected community |eaders of each county and
city containing a mpjor mlitary facility and the mlitary authorities
of each mlitary base in the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The joint conmttee shall begin work on the
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1 Washington mlitary facilities study imediately after the conpletion
2 of the legislative session. It shall continue until such tinme as the
3 consensus of commttee nenbership is to concl ude.

Passed by the House March 13, 2003.

Passed by the Senate April 9, 2003.

Approved by the Governor April 21, 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 21, 2003.
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