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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2504

Passed Legislature - 2004 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By House Conmittee on Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally
sponsored by Representatives Schoesler, G ant, Hol nqui st , Cox,
Newhouse, Hi nkle, Chandler, Sunp and McMorris)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to water policy in regions wth regulated
reductions in aquifer |evels; adding new sections to chapter 89.12 RCW
and addi ng a new section to chapter 90.44 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 89.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that conserved water fromthe devel oped
portions of the federal Colunbia basin project can provide an i medi ate
source of surface water to offset a limted portion of ground water
depletions wthin the undevel oped portions of the federal project
extending the availability of ground water for donestic, nunicipal,
i ndustrial, and agricultural uses. The departnent of ecology has
adopt ed rul es establishing ground water nanagenent subareas within the
federal Colunbia basin project. A primary purpose of sone of the rules
was to manage ground water depletions that are occurring as a result of
the departnent's decision to allow continued deep well agricultural
irrigation in anticipation that devel opnent of the federal Colunbia
basin project would continue at its historic pace and that project
wat er woul d repl ace ground water and recharge the depleted aquifer.
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(2) The legislature also finds that recent studi es have docunented
wat er conservation in areas served by project irrigation districts as
a result of distribution system lining and piping and use of nore
efficient conveyance system technol ogy.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 89.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

It is the intent of the |legislature that the departnent of ecol ogy
enter into agreenents with the United States and Col unbi a basin project
irrigation districts regarding the allocation of water conserved from

within areas currently served by project waters to deep well irrigated
lands within the federal Colunbia basin project and for other
aut hori zed project beneficial uses. The departnment nmay provide the

irrigation districts data identifying areas with the nost serious
ground water depletions. The irrigation districts shall consider and
may rely on the departnent's data and recomendations in nmaking
al l ocation decisions to offset ground water w thdrawal s consistent with
the operational constraints of the distribution system

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 90.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall issue a superseding water right permt or
certificate for a ground water right where the source of water is an
aqui fer for which the departnent adopts rules establishing a ground
wat er managenent subarea and water from the federal Colunbia basin
project is delivered for use by a person who holds such a ground water
right. The superseding water right permt or certificate shal
designate that portion of the ground water right that is replaced by
water fromthe federal Col unbia basin project as a standby or reserve
right that may be used when water delivered by the federal project is
curtailed or otherw se not avail able. The period of curtail nent or
unavailability shall be deemed a Ilow flow period under RCW
90. 14. 140(2) (b) . The total nunber of acres irrigated by the person
under the ground water right and through the use of water delivered
fromthe federal project nust not exceed the quantity of water used and
nunber of acres irrigated under the person's water right permt or
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1 certificate for the use of water fromthe aquifer.

Passed by the House February 11, 2004.

Passed by the Senate March 3, 2004.

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2004.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State March 29, 2004.
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