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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2988

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2004 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By House Commttee on Children & Famly Services (originally
sponsored by Representatives Boldt, Cdenents, Pearson, Bailey and
McMahan)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to foster parents' rights; and addi ng new sections
to chapter 74.13 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A foster parent who believes that a departnent enployee has
retaliated against the foster parent or in any other manner
di scrim nated agai nst the foster parent because:

(1) The foster parent nade a conplaint with the office of the
famly and children's onbudsman, the attorney general, |aw enforcenent
agencies, or the departnent, provided information, or otherw se
cooperated with the investigation of such a conplaint;

(2) The foster parent has caused to be instituted any proceedi ngs
under or related to Title 13 RCW

(3) The foster parent has testified or is about to testify in any
proceedi ngs under or related to Title 13 RCW

(4) The foster parent has advocated for services on behalf of the
foster child;
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(5) The foster parent has sought to adopt a foster child in the
foster parent's care; or

(6) The foster parent has discussed or consulted with anyone
concerning the foster parent's rights under this chapter or chapter
74.15 or 13.34 RCW
may file a conplaint with the office of the famly and children's
onbudsman. The office of the famly and children's onbudsman shall
include its recomendations regarding conplaints filed under this
section in its annual report pursuant to RCW43. 06A. 030. The office of
the famly and children's onbudsman shall identify trends which may
indicate a need to inprove rel ations between the departnment and foster
parents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall devel op procedures for responding to
recommendations of the office of the famly and children's onbudsman as
a result of any and all conplaints filed by foster parents under
section 1 of this act.

Passed by the House March 10, 2004.

Passed by the Senate March 10, 2004.

Approved by the Governor March 26, 2004.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 26, 2004.
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