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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5448

Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Hi gher Education (originally sponsored by
Senators Carlson, Kohl-Wlles, Milliken, Horn, Brown and Schm dt; by
request of Governor Locke)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to tuition-setting authority at institutions of
hi gher education; anmending RCW 28B.15.031, 28B.15.066, 28B.15.067,
28B. 15. 069, and 28B. 15.100; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that, as a partner in
financing public higher education with students and parents who pay
tuition and fees, periodic increases in state funding, state financial
aid, and tuition nust be authorized to provide high quality higher
education for the citizens of Wshington. It is the intent of the
|l egislature to address higher education through a cooperative
bi partisan effort that includes the |egislative and executive branches
of governnent, parents, students, educators, as well as business,

| abor, and conmmunity | eaders. The legislature recognizes the
i nportance of keeping the public commtnent to public higher education
and will continue searching for policies that halt the trend for the

growh in tuition revenue to outpace the revenue provided by the state.
The | egi sl ature believes that a well-educated citizenry is essential to
both the private and the public good. The econom c and civic health of
the state require both an educated citizenry and a well-trained work
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force. The six-year tinme limtation authorizing the governing boards
to establish tuition rates for all students other than undergraduate
resident students will give the legislature, the governor, and the
hi gher education institutions an opportunity to determ ne whether this
policy achieves the goal of maintaining quality and access for all who
are eligible for and can benefit from a higher education. Using data
from six years of this tuition policy, the state will be able to
identify options for long-term funding of higher education including
not only tuition but general fund and financial aid sources.

Sec. 2. RCW28B.15.031 and 1996 c 142 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The term"operating fees" as used in this chapter shall include the
fees, other than building fees, charged all students registering at the
state's colleges and universities but shall not include fees for short
courses, self-supporting degree credit prograns and courses, narine
station work, experinental station work, correspondence or extension
courses, and individual instruction and student deposits or rentals,
disciplinary and library fines, which colleges and universities shal
have the right to i npose, |aboratory, gymasium health, technol ogy and
student activity fees, or fees, charges, rentals, and other incone
derived from any or all revenue producing |ands, buildings and
facilities of the colleges or universities heretofore or hereafter
acquired, constructed or installed, including but not limted to i nconme
fromroons, dormtories, dining roons, hospitals, infirmaries, housing
or student activity buildings, vehicular parking facilities, land, or
the appurtenances thereon, or such other special fees as may be
established by any college or university board of trustees or regents
fromtinme to tine. All noneys received as operating fees at any
institution of higher education shall be deposited in a |ocal account
containing only operating fees revenue and rel ated interest: PROVI DED
That a m ni num of three and one-half percent of operating fees shall be
retained by the institutions((—except—the—technical—eolleges:)) for
t he purposes of RCW28B. 15.820. Local operating fee accounts shall not
be subject to appropriation by the legislature or allotnent procedures
under chapter 43.88 RCW

ESSB 5448. SL p. 2
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Sec. 3. RCW28B.15.066 and 2000 ¢ 152 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

It is the intent of the |legislature that:

In making appropriations from the state's general fund to
institutions of higher education, each appropriation shall conformto
the fol |l ow ng:

(1) The appropriation shall not be reduced by the amount of
operating fees revenue estimated to be collected fromstudents enroll ed
at the state-funded enroll nent |evel specified in the omni bus bienni al
operating appropriations act;

(2) The appropriation shall not be reduced by the amount of
operating fees revenue collected from students enrolled above the
st at e-funded | evel ((—but—wi-thin—the—over—enroHrent—Hmtationsy))
specified in the omi bus biennial operating appropriations act; and

(3) The general fund state appropriation shall not be reduced by
t he anmount of operating fees revenue collected as a result of waiving
| ess operating fees revenue than the anmounts authorized under RCW
28B. 15. 910. State general fund appropriations shall not be provided
for revenue foregone as a result of or for waivers granted under RCW
28B. 15. 915.

Sec. 4. RCW 28B. 15. 067 and 1997 ¢ 403 s 1 are each anmnended to read
as foll ows:

(1) Tuition fees shall be established under the provisions of this
chapter.

(2) ((Academc year tuition for full-tine students at the state's
. . . C hil I . : I o ’ I
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£5))) Beginning with the 2003-04 acadenmi c year and ending with the

2008-09 academic year, reductions or increases in full-tinme tuition
fees for resident undergraduates shall be as provided in the omibus
appropriations act.

(3) Beginning with the 2003-04 acadenmic year and ending with the
2008-09 academ c year, the governing boards of the state universities,
the regional universities, The Evergreen State College, and the state
board for community and technical colleges may reduce or increase full-
tine tuition fees for all students other than resident undergraduates,
i ncludi ng summer school students and students in other self-supporting
degree prograns. Percentage increases in full-tine tuition fees nmay
exceed the fiscal growh factor. Reductions or increases may be nade
for all or portions of an institution's prograns, canpuses, courses, or
student s.

(4) Academic year tuition for full-tine students at the state's
institutions of higher education beginning wth 2009-10, other than
sunmmer term shall be as charged during the 2008-09 academ c year
unless different rates are adopted by the |l eqgislature.

(5) The tuition fees established under this chapter shall not apply
to high school students enrolling in participating institutions of
hi gher education wunder RCW 28A. 600.300 through ((28A—660-395))
28A. 600. 400.

(6) For the academ c years 2003-04 through 2008-09, the University
of Washington shall use an anpbunt equivalent to ten percent of all
revenues received as a result of Iaw school tuition increases beginning

ESSB 5448. SL p. 6
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in academ c year 2000-01 through academi c year 2008-09 to assist needy
low and mddle incone resident |aw students.

(7) For the academ c years 2003-04 t hrough 2008-09, institutions of
hi gher education shall use an anbunt equivalent to ten percent of all
revenues received as a result of graduate academ c school tuition
increases beginning in academ c year 2003-04 through acadenic year
2008-09 to assist needy low and mddle-incone resident graduate
academ c students.

Sec. 5. RCW 28B. 15. 069 and 1997 ¢ 403 s 2 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:
(1) ((As—usedinthis—section—eachol—thetollowngsubsecttons—+s
. :

£3y)) The building fee for each academ c year shall be a percentage
of total tuition fees. This percentage shall be calculated by the
hi gher education coordinating board and be based on the actual
percentage the building fee is of total tuition for each tuition
category in the 1994-95 academ c year, rounded up to the nearest half
percent .

((4))) (2) The governing boards of each institution of higher
education, except for the technical colleges, shall charge to and
collect from each student a services and activities fee. A governing
board may increase the existing fee annually, consistent with budgeting
procedures set forth in RCW 28B. 15.045, by a percentage not to exceed

p. 7 ESSB 5448. SL



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NR R R R RRRPR R R
= O © 0o NO o W DN P O

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

the annual percentage increase in student tuition fees for ((the
apphH-cable—tu-ton——category) ) resi dent undergraduate students:
PROVI DED, That such percentage i ncrease shall not apply to that portion
of the services and activities fee previously commtted to the
repaynment of bonded debt. These rate adjustnents nay exceed the fiscal

growh factor. For the 2003-04 academic vear, the services and
activities fee shall be based upon the resident undergraduate services
and activities fee in 2002-03. The services and activities fee

commttee provided for in RCW28B. 15.045 may initiate a request to the
governi ng board for a fee increase.

((65))) (3) Tuition and services and activities fees consistent
W th subsection ((£4))) (2) of this section shall be set by the state
board for community and technical colleges for community coll ege sumer
school students unless the comunity coll ege charges fees in accordance
w th RCW 28B. 15. 515.

((668y)) (4) Subject to the limtations of RCW 28B.15.910, each
governing board of a community college may charge such fees for
ungraded courses, noncredit courses, conmmunity services courses, and
sel f-supporting courses as it, in its discretion, may determ ne,
consistent with the rules of the state board for community and
techni cal coll eges.

Sec. 6. RCW28B.15.100 and 1999 c¢c 321 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The governing boards of the state universities, the regiona
uni versities, The Evergreen State College, and the community coll eges
shall charge to and collect from each of the students registering at
the particular institution for any quarter or senester such tuition
fees and services and activities fees, and other fees as such board
shall in its discretion determ ne. The total of all fees shall be
rounded to the nearest whole dollar anount: PROVI DED, That such

tuition fees ((for—other—than—the—sumrer—tern)) shall be ((+A—the

: I ) ) ) ) I : hin))
established in accordance with RCW 28B. 15. 067.

(2) Part-tinme students shall be charged tuition and services and
activities fees proportionate to full-tinme student rates established
for residents and nonresidents: PROVI DED, That except for students
registered at community colleges, students registered for fewer than

ESSB 5448. SL p. 8
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two credit hours shall be charged tuition and services and activities
fees at the rate established for two credit hours: PROVIDED FURTHER,
That, subject to the limtations of RCW28B. 15.910, residents of |daho
or Oregon who are enrolled in comunity college district nunber twenty
for six or fewer credits during any quarter or senester may be exenpted
from paynent of all or a portion of the nonresident tuition fees
differential upon a declaration by the higher education coordinating
board that it finds Washington residents from the community college
district are afforded substantially equivalent treatnent by such other
st at es.

(3) Full-tinme students registered for nore than eighteen credit
hours shall be charged an additional operating fee for each credit hour
in excess of eighteen hours at the applicable established per credit
hour tuition fee rate for part-tinme students: PROVIDED, That, subject
tothe limtations of RCW28B. 15. 910, the governing boards of the state
universities and the community coll eges may exenpt all or a portion of
the additional charge, for students who are registered exclusively in
first professional prograns in nedicine, dental nedicine, veterinary
medi ci ne, doctor of pharmacy, or |law, or who are regi stered exclusively
in required courses in vocational preparatory prograns.

Passed by the Senate March 28, 2003.

Passed by the House April 24, 2003.

Approved by the Governor May 12, 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 12, 2003.
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