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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6325

Passed Legislature - 2004 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Hi ghways & Transportation (originally
sponsored by Senators Haugen and Esser)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 23/ 04.

AN ACT Rel ating to special license plates; anendi ng RCW 46. 16. 381,
46. 16. 735, and 46.16. 755; adding a new section to chapter 46.16 RCW
and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The department shall design and issue disabl ed parking enbl em
versions of special |license plates issued under (a) RCW46. 16. 301; (b)
RCW 46. 16. 305, except those plates issued under RCW 46. 16. 305 (1) and
(2); (c) RCW46.16.324; (d) RCW46.16.745; (e) RCW 73.04.110; (f) RCW
73.04.115; or (g) RCW 46.16.301(1) (a), (b), or (c), as it existed
bef ore anendnent by section 5, chapter 291, Laws of 1997. The di sabl ed
par ki ng enbl em version of the special plate nust display the universa
synbol of access that nmay be used in lieu of the parking placard issued
to persons who qualify for special parking privileges under RCW
46. 16. 381. The departnent may not charge an additional fee for the
i ssuance of the special disabled parking enblemlicense plate, except
the regular notor vehicle registration fee, the fee associated with the
particul ar special plate, and any other fees and taxes required to be
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paid upon registration of a nmotor vehicle. The enblem nust be
i ncorporated into the design of the special license plate in a manner
to be determined by the departnent, and under existing vehicular
I i censing procedures and existing | aws.

(2) Persons who qualify for special parking privileges under RCW
46. 16. 381, and who have applied and paid the appropriate fee for any of

the special license plates listed in subsection (1) of this section
are entitled to receive fromthe departnent a special disabled parking
enblem |icense plate. The special disabled parking enblem |icense

pl ate may be used for one vehicle registered in the disabled person's
name. Persons who have been issued the parking privileges or who are
using a vehicle displaying the special disabled parking enblemlicense
plate may park in places reserved for nobility disabl ed persons.

(3) The special disabled parking enblem |icense plate nust be
admnistered in the sane manner as the plates issued under RCW
46. 16. 381.

(4) The departnment shall adopt rules to inplenent this section.

Sec. 2. RCW46.16.381 and 2003 ¢ 371 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall grant special parking privileges to any
person who has a disability that limts or inpairs the ability to walk
and neets one of the followng criteria, as determned by a |icensed
physi ci an or an advanced registered nurse practitioner |icensed under
chapter 18.79 RCW

(a) Cannot wal k two hundred feet w thout stopping to rest;

(b) Is severely limted in ability to walk due to arthritic,
neurol ogi cal, or orthopedic condition;

(c) Is so severely disabled, that the person cannot wal k w thout
the use of or assistance froma brace, cane, another person, prosthetic
devi ce, wheel chair, or other assistive device;

(d) Uses portabl e oxygen;

(e) Is restricted by lung disease to such an extent that forced
expiratory respiratory volune, when neasured by spironetry is |ess than
one liter per second or the arterial oxygen tension is |less than sixty
mm hg on roomair at rest;

(f) Inpairnment by cardiovascul ar disease or cardiac condition to

SSB 6325. SL p. 2
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the extent that the person's functional limtations are classified as
class |1l or |1V under standards accepted by the Anerican Heart
Associ ation; or

(g0 Has a disability resulting from an acute sensitivity to
aut onobil e em ssions which [imts or inpairs the ability to wal k. The
personal physician or advanced registered nurse practitioner of the
applicant shall document that the disability is conparable in severity
to the others listed in this subsection.

(2) The applications for disabled parking permts and tenporary
di sabled parking permts are official state docunents. Know ngly
providing false information in conjunction with the application is a
gross m sdeneanor puni shabl e under chapter 9A. 20 RCW The foll ow ng
statenent nust appear on each application form imedi ately bel ow the
physician's or advanced regi stered nurse practitioner's signature and
i mredi ately below the applicant's signature: "A disabled parking
permt may be issued only for a nedical necessity that severely affects
mobility (RCW 46.16. 381). Knowi ngly providing false information on
this application is a gross m sdeneanor. The penalty is up to one year
injail and a fine of up to $5,000 or both."

(3) Persons who qualify for special parking privileges are entitled
to receive from the departnment of licensing a renovable w ndshield
pl acard bearing the international synbol of access and an individua
serial nunber, along with a special identification card bearing the
name and date of birth of the person to whomthe placard is issued, and
the placard' s serial nunber. The special identification card shall be
issued no later than January 1, 2000, to all persons who are issued
par ki ng placards, including those issued for tenporary disabilities,
and special disabled parking l|icense plates. The departnent shal
design the placard to be displayed when the vehicle is parked by
suspending it fromthe rearview mrror, or in the absence of a rearview
mrror the card may be di spl ayed on the dashboard of any vehicle used
to transport the disabled person. I nstead of regular notor vehicle
license plates, disabled persons are entitled to receive special
license plates under this section or section 1 of this act bearing the
international synbol of access for one vehicle registered in the
di sabl ed person's nane. Di sabl ed persons who are not issued the
special license plates are entitled to receive a second speci al placard
upon submtting a witten request to the departnent. Persons who have
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been issued the parking privileges and who are using a vehicle or are
riding in a vehicle displaying the placard or special |icense plates
((eF—placard)) issued under this section or section 1 of this act may
park in places reserved for nobility disabled persons. The director
shal |l adopt rules providing for the issuance of special placards and
license plates to public transportation authorities, nursing hones
i censed under chapter 18.51 RCW boarding hones |icensed under chapter
18.20 RCW senior citizen centers, private nonprofit agencies as
defined in chapter 24.03 RCW and vehicles registered wth the
departnment as cabul ances that regularly transport disabl ed persons who
have been determ ned eligible for special parking privileges provided
under this section. The director may issue special |license plates for
a vehicle registered in the name of the public transportation
aut hority, nursing hone, boarding hones, senior citizen center, private
nonprofit agency, or cabul ance service if the vehicle is primarily used
to transport persons with disabilities described in this section.
Public transportation authorities, nursing homes, boarding hones,
senior citizen centers, private nonprofit agencies, and cabul ance
services are responsible for insuring that the special placards and
license plates are not used inproperly and are responsible for all
fines and penalties for inproper use.

(4) \Whenever the disabled person transfers or assigns his or her
interest in the vehicle, the special |icense plates shall be renoved
fromthe notor vehicle. |If another vehicle is acquired by the disabled
person and the vehicle owner qualifies for a special plate, the plate
shall be attached to the vehicle, and the director shall be i medi ately
notified of the transfer of the plate. | f another vehicle is not
acqui red by the disabled person, the renoved plate shall be i medi ately
surrendered to the director.

(5) The special license plate shall be renewed in the same manner
and at the time required for the renewal of regular notor vehicle
license plates under this chapter. No special l|icense plate may be

issued to a person who is tenporarily disabled. A person who has a
condition expected to inprove within six nmonths may be issued a
tenporary placard for a period not to exceed six nonths. If the
condition exists after six nonths a new tenporary placard shall be
i ssued upon receipt of a new certification fromthe disabled person's
physi ci an. The permanent parking placard and identification card of a
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di sabl ed person shall be renewed at | east every five years, as required
by the director, by satisfactory proof of the right to continued use of
the privileges. In the event of the permt holder's death, the parking
pl acard and identification card nust be i medi ately surrendered to the
departnment. The departnent shall match and purge its disabled permt
data base with avail able death record information at | east every twelve
nont hs.

(6) Each person who has been issued a permanent disabled parking
permt on or before July 1, 1998, nust renew the permit no later than
July 1, 2003, subject to a schedule to be set by the departnent, or the
permt wll expire.

(7) Additional fees shall not be charged for the issuance of the
speci al placards or the identification cards. No additional fee may be
charged for the issuance of the special |icense plates except the
regul ar notor vehicle registration fee and any other fees and taxes
required to be paid upon registration of a notor vehicle.

(8) Any unauthorized use of the special placard, special |icense
plate issued under this section or section 1 of this act, or
identification card is a traffic infraction with a nonetary penalty of
two hundred fifty dollars.

(9) It is a parking infraction, with a nonetary penalty of two
hundred fifty dollars for a person to nmake inaccessible the access
aisle located next to a space reserved for physically disabl ed persons.
The clerk of the court shall report all violations related to this
subsection to the departnent.

(10) It is a parking infraction, with a nonetary penalty of two
hundred fifty dollars for any person to park a vehicle in a parking
pl ace provided on private property w thout charge or on public property
reserved for physically disabled persons w thout a placard or special
license plate ((er—ptacard)) issued under this section or section 1 of
this act. If a person is charged wth a violation, the person shal
not be determined to have committed an infraction if the person
produces in court or before the court appearance the placard or speci al
license plate ((er—ptacard)) issued under this section or section 1 of
this act required under this section. A local jurisdiction providing
nonnet ered, on-street parking places reserved for physically disabled
persons may i npose by ordinance tine restrictions of no | ess than four
hours on the use of these parking places. A local jurisdiction may
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i npose by ordinance tine restrictions of no |l ess than four hours on the
use of nonreserved, on-street parking spaces by vehicles displaying the
speci al parking placards or special license plates issued under this
section or section 1 of this act. All time restrictions nust be

clearly posted.

(11) The penalties inposed under subsections (9) and (10) of this
section shall be used by that local jurisdiction exclusively for |aw
enf or cenment . The court may also inpose an additional penalty
sufficient to reinburse the local jurisdiction for any costs it may
have incurred in renoval and storage of the inproperly parked vehicle.

(12) Except as provided by subsection (2) of this section, it is a
traffic infraction with a nonetary penalty of two hundred fifty dollars
for any person willfully to obtain a special license plate issued under
this section or section 1 of this act, placard, or identification card
in a manner other than that established under this section.

(13)(a) A law enforcenent agency authorized to enforce parking | ans
may appoi nt volunteers, with a limted conm ssion, to issue notices of
infractions for violations of this section or RCW 46.61.581.
Vol unteers nust be at |east twenty-one years of age. The | aw
enforcenent agency appointing volunteers may establish any other
qualifications the agency deens desirable.

(b) An agency appointing volunteers under this section nust provide
training to the volunteers before authorizing themto issue notices of
i nfractions.

(c) A notice of infraction issued by a volunteer appointed under
this subsection has the sanme force and effect as a notice of infraction
i ssued by a police officer for the sane offense.

(d) A police officer or a volunteer may request a person to show
the person's identification card or special parking placard when
i nvestigating the possibility of a violation of this section. |If the
request is refused, the person in charge of the vehicle may be issued
a notice of infraction for a violation of this section.

(14) For second or subsequent violations of this section, in
addition to a nonetary fine, the violator nust conplete a m ninum of
forty hours of:

(a) Community restitution for a nonprofit organi zation that serves
t he di sabled community or persons having di sabling di seases; or

SSB 6325. SL p. 6
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(b) Any other community restitution that may sensitize the violator
to the needs and obstacles faced by persons who have disabilities.

(15) The court may not suspend nore than one-half of any fine
i nposed under subsection (8), (9), (10), or (12) of this section.

Sec. 3. RCW 46.16.735 and 2003 c 196 s 201 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) For an organization to qualify for a special license plate
under the special Iicense plate approval program created in RCW
46. 16. 705 through 46.16. 765, the sponsoring organization nust submt
docunentation in conjunction with the application to the departnent
that verifies:

(a) That the organization is a nonprofit organization, as defined
in 26 US.C. Sec. 501(c)(3). The departnent may request a copy of an
I nternal Revenue Service ruling to verify an organization's nonprofit
status; and

(b) That the organization is located in Wshington and has
regi stered as a charitable organization with the secretary of state's
office as required by |aw

(2) For a governnental body to qualify for a special license plate
under the special license plate approval program created in RCW
46. 16. 705 t hrough 46. 16. 765, a governnental body nust be:

(a) A political subdivision, including but not limted to any
county, city, town, municipal corporation, or special purpose taxing
district that has the express perm ssion of the political subdivision's
executive body to sponsor a special license plate;

(b) A federally recognized tribal governnent that has received the
approval of the executive body of that governnent to sponsor a speci al
i cense pl ate;

(c) A state agency that has ((beth)) received approval from the
director of the agency or the departnent head((—and—has—the—express
statutory—authority to sponsor—a speci-allicenseplate)); or

(d) A community or technical <college that has the express
perm ssion of the college's board of trustees to sponsor a specia
license plate.

Sec. 4. RCW 46. 16. 755 and 2003 c 196 s 302 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) (a) Revenues generated fromthe sale of special |icense plates
for those sponsoring organi zati ons who used the application process in
RCW 46. 16. 745(3) nust be deposited into the notor vehicle account until
the departnent determnes that the state's inplenentation costs have
been fully reinbursed. The departnent shall apply the application fee
requi red under RCW 46. 16. 745(3) (a) towards those costs.

(b) Wien it is determned that the state has been fully reinbursed
the departnent nust notify the house of representatives and senate
transportation conmttees, the sponsoring organization, and the
treasurer, and commence the distribution of the revenue as otherw se
provi ded by | aw

(2) If reinbursenent does not occur within ((the—two—year—t+rwe

frame)) two years fromthe date the plate is first offered for sale to

the public, the special Ilicense plate series nust be placed in
probationary status for a period of one year from that date. If the
state is still not fully reinbursed for its inplenentation costs after

the one-year probation, the plate series nust be discontinued
i mredi atel y. Special plates issued before discontinuation are valid
until replaced under RCW 46. 16. 233. ((Fhre—-staterust—beretrbursedfor

thernewplatesertes—goes—onr——saletothepublier))

(3) The special license plate applicant trust account is created in
the custody of the state treasurer. All receipts fromspecial |icense
pl ate applicants, except the application fee as provided in RCW
46. 16. 745(3), mnust be deposited into the account. Only the director of
the departnent or the director's designee may authorize disbursenents
from the account. The account is not subject to the allotnent
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW nor is an appropriation required
for disbursenents.

(4) The departnent shall provide the special |icense plate
applicant with a witten receipt for the paynent.

(5) The departnment shall nmaintain a record of each special |icense
pl ate applicant trust account deposit, including, but not limted to,
the nanme and address of each special |icense plate applicant whose
funds are being deposited, the amobunt paid, and the date of the
deposit.

(6) After the departnent receives witten notice that the special
license plate applicant's application has been:

SSB 6325. SL p. 8
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(a) Approved by the legislature the director shall request that the
nmoney be transferred to the notor vehicle account;

(b) Denied by the special l|icense plate review board or the
| egislature the director shall provide a refund to the applicant within
thirty days; or

(c) Wthdrawn by the special license plate applicant the director
shall provide a refund to the applicant within thirty days.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 of this act take effect
Novenber 1, 2004.

Passed by the Senate February 3, 2004.

Passed by the House March 4, 2004.

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2004.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 29, 2004.
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