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Brief Description:  Authorizing specified counties to regulate day care.

Sponsors:  Representatives Walsh, Grant, Buri, Cox and Haler.

Brief Summary of Bill

• Allows certain counties to regulate family daycare providers.

Hearing Date:  February 28, 2005.

Staff:  Cynthia Forland (786-7152).

Background:

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) is required to license agencies providing
care for children outside of their homes as identified by state law.  The purpose of this licensing
requirement is to assure the users of those agencies, their parents, the community at large, and the
agencies themselves that adequate minimum standards are maintained by all agencies caring for
children in order to safeguard the health, safety, and well-being of those children receiving care.

Among the agencies identified in state law as subject to licensing by the DSHS are family daycare
providers, which are defined as child daycare providers who regularly provide child daycare for
not more than 12 children in the provider's home in the family living quarters.

Summary of Bill:

Notwithstanding the requirement that the DSHS license agencies providing care for children
outside of their homes, counties with a population of 5,000 or less may adopt and enforce
ordinances and regulations for family daycare providers.  Before a county may regulate family
daycare providers, it must adopt ordinances and regulations that address, at a minimum, the
following:
• the size, safety, cleanliness, and general adequacy of the premises;
• the plan of operation;
• the character, suitability, and competence of a family daycare provider and other persons

associated with a family daycare provider directly responsible for the care of children
served;

• the number of qualified persons required to render care;
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• the provision of necessary care, including food, clothing, supervision, and discipline;
• the physical, mental, and social well-being of children served;
• educational and recreational opportunities for children served; and
• the maintenance of records pertaining to children served.

The county must notify the DSHS in writing 60 days prior to adoption of the family daycare
regulations.  The transfer of jurisdiction may not occur until the county has notified the DSHS in
writing of the effective date of the regulations.  Regulation by counties of family daycare
providers are to be administered and enforced by those counties.  The DSHS may not regulate
these activities.  Upon request, the DSHS must provide technical assistance to any county that is
in the process of adopting family daycare regulations, and after the regulations become effective.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on February 21, 2005.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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