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Brief Description:  Supporting community-based health care solutions.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Keiser,
Brandland, Thibaudeau, Spanel, Rasmussen, Kline, Parlette and Kohl-Welles).

Brief Summary of Engrossed Second Substitute Bill

• The Community Health Care Collaborative Grant Program is established to further the
efforts of community-based organizations to increase access to health care for state
residents, particularly those who are employed, but uninsured or under insured.

Hearing Date:  2/21/06

Staff:  Dave Knutson (786-7146).

Background:

Although community-based organizations focused on health care access have existed in this state
for some time, in recent years they have become more active, reflecting growing concerns about
the cost of care, the increased number of uninsured, and its impact on their communities.  The
organizations differ in size and scope, and in their approach to the problem, but typically involve a
variety of community members, including businesses, health care providers, and government
agencies.  Services provided include assisting persons in accessing insurance, directly accessing
and coordinating treatment, and pursuing improvements in the health care delivery system.

Some of these organizations in Washington had been funded in part by the Healthy Communities
Access Program, an initiative of the federal Department of Health and Human Services which was
recently discontinued.

Summary of Bill:

The Community Health Care Collaborative Grant Program is established to further the efforts of
community-based organizations to increase access to health care for state residents, particularly
those who are employed, but uninsured or under insured.

The Administrator of the Health Care Authority, in consultation with other relevant state agency
heads, will award grants of up to $500,000 to nonprofit organizations serving a defined substate
region.  The grants will be awarded on a competitive basis based on a  determination of which
applicants will best serve the purposes of the grant program.  In making this determination,
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consideration must be given to specific criteria enumerated in the bill, including the capacity of an
organization and its likelihood of success, the extent to which the application reflects formal
collaboration among key community members, and the potential for programs proven successful
to be duplicated around the state.

Grants may be awarded only to those organizations providing at least $2  in matching funds for
each grant dollar awarded.  One-half the total amount of any award will be disbursed to an
organization upon its selection as a grant recipient.  The remaining half will be disbursed one year
later only upon a showing that the organization is satisfactorily serving the purposes of the grant
program and meeting the objectives identified in its application.

By July 1, 2008, the Administrator will provide the Governor and the Legislature with an
evaluation of the grant program, highlighting particularly successful programs and including
recommendations from the participating organizations on what the state should do to further
support community-based health care access efforts.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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