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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2668

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By House Commttee on Comrerce & Labor (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Hudgins, Lovick, Crouse, Upthegrove, B. Sullivan and

Sunp)
READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to professional athletics regulated by the
departnent of |icensing; anending RCW67.08.002, 67.08.030, 67.08. 050,
67.08. 055, 67.08.130, and 67.08.300; and reenacting and anendi ng RCW
67.08. 090.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW67.08.002 and 2004 ¢ 149 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Amateur" means a person who has never received nor conpeted
for any purse or other article of value, either for expenses of
training or for participating in an event, other than a prize of fifty
dollars in value or |ess.

(2) "Bout" neans a contest or match between participants appearing
at an event.

(3) "Boxing" neans the sport of attack and defense which uses the
contestants fists and where the contestants conpete with the intent not
to injure or disable an opponent, but to win by decision, knockout, or
techni cal knockout, but does not include professional westling.
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((3))) (4) "Chiropractor"™ nmeans a person |icensed under chapter
18.25 RCW as a doctor of chiropractic or wunder the laws of any
jurisdiction in which that person resides.

((4)Y)) (5) "Departnent” neans the departnment of |icensing.

((65))) (B6) "Director" neans the director of the departnent of
licensing or the director's designee.

((66))) (7) "Event" includes, but is not limted to, a boxing
westling, or martial arts contest, sparring, fisticuffs, match, show,
or exhibition.

((6H)) (8) "Event physician" neans the physician |icensed under
RCW 67.08. 100 and who is responsible for the activities described in
RCW 67. 08. 090.

((8))) (9) "Face value" neans the dollar value of a ticket or
order, which value nust reflect the dollar anmount that the custonmer is
required to pay or, for a conplimentary ticket, would have been
required to pay to purchase a ticket wth equivalent seating priority,
in order to view the event.

((69Y)) (10) "G oss receipts" neans the anmount received from the
face value of all tickets sold and conplinentary tickets redeened.

((28y)) (11) "Kickboxing" nmeans a type of boxing in which blows
are delivered with the fist and any part of the |leg below the hip,
including the foot and where the contestants conpete wth the intent
not to injure or disable an opponent, but to wi n by decision, knockout,
or techni cal knockout.

((xH)) (12) "Martial arts" means a type of boxing including suno,
judo, karate, kung fu, tae kwon do, pankration, nuay thai, or other
fornms of full-contact martial arts or self-defense conducted on a full-
contact basis where weapons are not used and the participants utilize
ki cks, punches, blows, or other techniques with the intent not to
injure or disable an opponent, but to defeat an opponent or wn by
deci si on, knockout, technical knockout, or subm ssion.

((22»1)) (13) "No holds barred fighting," also known as "frontier
fighting" and "extrene fighting," means a contest, exhibition, or match
bet ween contestants where any part of the contestant's body may be used
as a weapon or any neans of fighting may be used with the specific
purpose to intentionally injure the other contestant in such a manner
that they may not defend thenselves and a winner is declared. Rul es
may or may not be used.
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((6x3y)) (14) "Conbative fighting," also known as "toughman
fighting," "toughwoman fighting," "badman fighting," and "so you think
you're tough,” nmeans a contest, exhibition, or mtch between
contestants who use their fists, with or without gloves, or their feet,
or both, and which allows contestants that are not trained in the sport
to conpete and the object is to defeat an opponent or to win by
deci si on, knockout, or technical knockout.

((x4y)) (15) "Physician"™ neans a person licensed under chapter
18.57, 18.36A, or 18.71 RCW as a physician or a person holding an
osteopathic or allopathic physician |icense under the laws of any
jurisdiction in which the person resides.

((£5)1)) (16) "Professional"™ nmeans a person who has received or
conpeted for any purse or other articles of value greater than fifty
dollars, either for the expenses of training or for participating in an
event .

((28y)) (17) "Pronoter"” neans a person, and includes any officer,
director, enployee, or stockholder of a corporate pronoter, who
produces, arranges, stages, holds, or gives an event in this state
i nvol ving a professional boxing, martial arts, or westling event, or
shows or causes to be shown in this state a closed circuit tel ecast of
a match involving a professional participant whether or not the
tel ecast originates in this state.

((6+H)) (18) "Westling exhibition" or "westling show' neans a
form of sports entertainnment in which the participants display their
skills in a physical struggle against each other in the ring and either
the outcone may be predeterm ned or the participants do not necessarily
strive to win, or both.

((28y)) (19) "Amateur event" nmeans an event in which all the
participants are "amateurs” and which is registered and sancti oned by:

(a) United States Amateur Boxing, Inc.;

(b) Washington Interscholastic Activities Association;

(c) National Collegiate Athletic Association;

(d) Amateur Athletic Union;

(e) CGolden d oves of Anerica;

(f) United Full Contact Federation;

(g) Any simlar organization recognized by the departnent as
exclusively or primarily dedicated to advancing the sport of amateur
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boxi ng, kickboxing, or martial arts, as those sports are defined in
this section; or

(h) Local affiliate of any organization identified in this
subsecti on.

((£99)) (20) "Elimnation tournanment” neans any contest in which
contestants conpete in a series of matches until not nore than one
contestant remains in any weight category. The term does not include
any event that conplies with the provisions of RCW67.08.015(2) (a) or

(b).

Sec. 2. RCW67.08.030 and 1997 ¢ 205 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Every pronoter, as a condition for receiving a license, shal
file with the departnent a surety bond in an anount to be determ ned by
t he departnment, but not |ess than ten thousand dollars, to cover all of
the event l|ocations applied for within the state during the |icense
period, conditioned upon the faithful performance by such |icensee of
the provisions of this chapter, the paynent of the ((taxes))
departnent's adm nistrative fee, officials, and participant contracts
as provided for herein and the observance of all rules of the
depart nent.

(2) Boxing, kickboxing, and nmartial arts pronoters nust obtain
medi cal insurance in an anount set by the director, but not |ess than
fifty thousand dollars, to cover any injuries incurred by participants
at the time of each event held in this state and provide proof of
i nsurance to the departnent seventy-two hours before each event. The
evidence of insurance nust specify, at a mninmum the nane of the
i nsurance conpany, the insurance policy nunber, the effective date of
the coverage, and evidence that each participant is covered by the
i nsur ance. The pronoter nust pay any deductible associated with the
i nsurance policy.

(3) Inlieu of the insurance requirenent of subsection (2) of this
section, a pronoter of the boxing, kickboxing, or martial arts event
who so chooses may, as a condition for receiving a license under this
chapter, file proof of nedical insurance coverage that is in effect for
the entire termof the |icensing period.

(4) The departnent shall cancel a boxing, kickboxing, or martia
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arts event if the pronoter fails to provide proof of nedical insurance
within the proper tine frane.

Sec. 3. RCW67.08.050 and 2000 ¢ 151 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any pronoter shall wthin seven days prior to the holding of
any event file with the departnent a statenment setting forth the nanme
of each licensee who is a potential participant, his or her manager or
managers, and such other information as the departnent may require.
Partici pant changes regarding a westling event may be allowed after
notice to the departnent, if the new participant holds a valid |license
under this chapter. The departnent may stop any westling event in
which a participant is not |licensed under this chapter.

(2) Upon the term nation of any event the pronoter shall file with
the designated departnment representative a witten report, duly
verified as the departnent may require show ng the nunber of tickets
sold for the event, the price charged for the tickets and the gross
proceeds thereof, and such other and further information as the
departnment nmay require. The pronoter shall pay to the departnent at
the time of filing the report wunder this section ((a—tax)) an
admnistrative fee equal to five percent of such gross receipts.
However, the ((+ax)) admnistrative fee may not be less than twenty-
five dollars. The five percent admnistrative fee of such gross
receipts shall be imediately paid by the departnent into the state
general fund.

(3) A conplinentary ticket nay not have a face value of less than
the | east expensive ticket available for sale to the general public.
The nunber of untaxed conplinentary tickets shall be limted to ten
percent of the total tickets sold per event |ocation, not to exceed one
t housand tickets. Al conplinmentary tickets exceeding this exenption
shal |l be subject to ((taxatien)) the five percent admnistrative fee.

Sec. 4. RCW67.08.055 and 1993 ¢ 278 s 16 are each anended to read
as follows:

Every licensee who charges and receives an adm ssion fee for
exhibiting a sinultaneous tel ecast of any live, current, or spontaneous
boxi ng or sparring match, or westling exhibition or show on a cl osed
circuit telecast viewed within this state shall, within seventy-two
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hours after such event, furnish to the departnent a verified witten
report on a formwhich is supplied by the departnent show ng the nunber
of tickets issued or sold, and the gross receipts therefor w thout any
deducti ons whatsoever. Such |icensee shall also, at the sanme tine, pay
to the departnment ((a+tax)) an admnistrative fee equal to five percent
of such gross receipts paid for admssion to the showing of the
contest, match or exhibition. In no event, however, shall the ((tax))
admnistrative fee be less than twenty-five dollars. The ((+ax))
admnistrative fee shall apply uniformy at the sanme rate to all
persons subject to the ((+ax)) admnistrative fee. Such receipts shal
be imediately paid by the departnment into the general fund of the
state.

Sec. 5. RCW67.08.090 and 2002 c 147 s 2 and 2002 ¢ 86 s 308 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Each contestant for boxing, kickboxing, or martial arts events
shall be exam ned within twenty-four hours before the contest by an
event physician |icensed by the departnent. The event physician shal
report in witing and over his or her signature before the event the
physical condition of each and every contestant to the inspector
present at such contest. No contestant whose physical condition is not
approved by the event physician shall be permtted to participate in
any event. Blank forns for event physicians' reports shall be provided
by the department and all questions upon such bl anks shall be answered
in full. The event physician shall be paid a fee and travel expenses
by the pronoter.

(2) The departnment may require that an event physician be present
at a westling event. The pronoter shall pay the event physician
present at a westling event. A boxing, kickboxing, or martial arts
event may not be held unless an event physician licensed by the
departnent is present throughout the event. In addition to the event
physi cian, a chiropractor may be included as a licensed official at a
boxi ng, kickboxing, or martial arts event. The pronoter shall pay the
chiropractor present at a boxing, kickboxing, or martial arts event.

(3) Any physician |licensed under RCW 67.08. 100 may be sel ected by
t he departnent as the event physician. The event physician present at
any contest shall have authority to stop any ((event)) bout when in the
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event physician's opinion it would be dangerous to a contestant to
continue, and in such event it shall be the event physician's duty to
stop the ((event)) bout.

(4) The departnent may have a participant in a westling event
exam ned by an event physician licensed by the departnment prior to the
event . A participant in a westling event whose condition is not
approved by the event physician shall not be permtted to participate
in the event.

(5) Each contestant for boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, or
wrestling events may be subject to a randomurinalysis or chem cal test
within twenty-four hours before or after a contest. In addition to the
unpr of essi onal conduct specified in RCW 18.235.130, an applicant or
licensee who refuses or fails to submt to the urinalysis or chem ca
test is subject to disciplinary action under RCW 18.235.110. If the
urinalysis or chemcal test is positive for substances prohibited by
rul es adopted by the director, the applicant or |icensee has engaged in
unpr of essi onal conduct and disciplinary action nay be taken under RCW
18. 235. 110.

Sec. 6. RCW67.08.130 and 2002 ¢ 86 s 311 are each anended to read
as follows:

Whenever any licensee shall fail to nmake a report of any event
within the tine prescribed by this chapter or when such report is
unsati sfactory to the departnent, the director may exam ne the books
and records of such licensee; he or she may subpoena and exam ne under
oath any officer of such licensee and such ot her person or persons as
he or she may deem necessary to a determnation of the total gross
receipts from any event and the anount of ((+ax)) the admnistrative

fee thereon. |If, upon the conpletion of such exam nation it shall be
determ ned that an additional ((+ax)) the admnistrative fee is due,
notice thereof shall be served upon the licensee, providing the

licensee with an opportunity to request a hearing under chapter 34.05
RCW The failure to request a hearing within twenty days of service of
the notice constitutes a default, whereupon the director will enter a

decision on the facts avail able. Failure to pay such additional
((tax)) admnistrative fee within twenty days after service of a final
order constitutes wunprofessional conduct and the Ilicensee may be
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subject to disciplinary action against its license and shall be
disqualified fromreceiving any new | icense.

Sec. 7. RCW67.08.300 and 2002 ¢ 86 s 314 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director or individuals acting on the director's behalf are
i mune from suit in an action, civil or crimnal, based on official
acts perforned in the course of their duties in the adm nistration and
enforcement of this chapter.

(2) Al appointed judges, referees, tinekeepers, event physicians,
and inspectors are immune from suit in a civil action based on any
unintended act or omssion, not anounting to gross negligence,
perfornmed in the course of their official duties under this chapter.

~-- END ---
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