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St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Represent ati ves Upt hegr ove, Schual - Ber ke, Hasegawa, Chase,
Hudgi ns, Si npson and Conway

Read first tinme 01/13/2006. Referred to Commttee on Comrmerce & Labor.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The airline industry has recently faced a hi gh nunber of
bankruptcies and financial challenges, including the bankruptcies of
United Airlines, Northwest Airlines, and Delta Airlines; and

VWHEREAS, Airlines in bankruptcy have term nated pensions, defaulted
on pension obligations to airline enployees, and underfunded pension
systens; and

VWHEREAS, Existing federal law allows financially weak airlines to
avoid contributions to pension plans and to increase plan liabilities
that are at least partially insured by the federal Pension Benefit
GQuar anty Corporation; and

VWHEREAS, When the federal Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation
takes over retirenent plans, federal regulations Iimt the anount of
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pension paynents that can be nmade, reducing the expected pension
paynents of sone retirees; and

WHEREAS, Airline enployees and retirees need assurance that they
will receive the retirenent benefits they have depended on receiving;
and

WHEREAS, Several thousand airline pilots and enployees live in
Washi ngton state; and

VWHEREAS, Northwest Airlines alone currently has nearly 4,000
pension plan participants in Washington state; and

VWHEREAS, Bankrupt airline retirees and enployees in Wshington
state woul d be devastated by massive cuts in pension benefits; and

VWHEREAS, Wt hout congressional action, nore than 300, 000 enpl oyees
and retirees from a variety of airlines nationwide could see their
pensi on benefits reduced or elimnated altogether; and

VWHEREAS, Action at the federal |evel can help to reduce damage to
airline enployees who depend on their pensions by providing airlines
with flexibility in handling pensions during bankruptcy;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
St ates Congress declare its support for and enact federal |egislation
directed at creating airline pension reformand protecting retirenent
benefits for all enployees in the airline industry.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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