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HOUSE BI LL 1124

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Eickneyer, Buck, Bl ake, Upthegrove, B. Sullivan,
Chase and Dunshee

Read first tinme 01/17/2005. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to authorizing the use of signs, banners, or
decorati ons over highways under limted circunstances; and anendi ng RCW
47.36.030 and 47.42.020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW47.36.030 and 2003 ¢ 198 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The secretary of transportation shall have the power and it
shall be its duty to adopt and designate a uniform state standard for
t he manufacture, display, erection, and |ocation of all signs, signals,
si gnboards, guideposts, and other traffic devices erected or to be
erected upon the state highways of the state of Wshington for the
pur pose of furnishing information to persons traveling upon such state
hi ghways regarding traffic regulations, directions, distances, points
of danger, and conditions requiring caution, and for the purpose of
i nposing restrictions upon persons operating vehicles thereon. Such
signs shall conform as nearly as practicable to the nanual of
specifications for the manufacture, display, and erection of uniform
traffic control devices for streets and highways and all anendnents,
corrections, and additions thereto.
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(2) The departnment of transportation shall prepare plans and
specifications of the uniform state standard of traffic devices so
adopted and designated, showng the nmaterials, colors, and designs
thereof, and shall wupon the 1issuance of any such plans and
specifications or revisions thereof and upon request, furnish to the
boards of county comm ssioners and the governing body of any
i ncorporated city or town, a copy thereof. Signs, signals, signboards,
gui deposts, and other traffic devices erected on county roads shall
conformin all respects to the specifications of color, design, and
| ocati on approved by the secretary. Traffic devices hereafter erected
wWithin incorporated cities and towns shall conform to such uniform
state standard of traffic devices so far as is practicable. The
uni form system nust allow |l ocal transit authority bus shelters |ocated
within the right of way of the state highway system to display and
mai ntain comercial advertisenents subject to applicable federa
regul ations, if any.

(3) The uniform system adopted by the secretary under this section
may al l ow signs, banners, or decorations over a highway that:

(a) Are in unincorporated areas;

(b) Are at least twenty vertical feet above a hi ghway; and

(c) Do not interfere with or obstruct the view of any traffic
control device.

The departnent shall adopt rules requlating signs, banners, or
decorations installed under this subsection (3).

Sec. 2. RCWA47.42.020 and 1993 ¢ 430 s 10 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The definitions set forth in this section apply throughout this
chapter.

(1) "Departnent” means the Washington state departnent of
transportation.

(2) "Erect" means to construct, build, raise, assenble, place,
affix, attach, create, paint, draw, or in any other way bring into
bei ng or establish.

(3) "Interstate systent neans any state highway which is or does
becone part of the national systemof interstate and defense hi ghways
as described in section 103(d) of title 23, United States Code.

(4) "Maintain" nmeans to allow to exist.

HB 1124. PL p. 2
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(5) "Person" neans this state or any public or private corporation,
firm partnership, association, as well as any individual or
i ndi vi dual s.

(6) "Primary system neans any state highway which is or does
becone part of the federal-aid primary system as described in section
103(b) of title 23, United States Code.

(7) "Scenic systent neans (a) any state highway within any public
park, federal forest area, public beach, public recreation area, or
nati onal nmonunent, (b) any state highway or portion thereof outside the
boundaries of any incorporated city or town designated by the
| egislature as a part of the scenic system or (c) any state hi ghway or
portion thereof outside the boundaries of any incorporated city or town
designated by the legislature as a part of the scenic and recreational
hi ghway system except for the sections of highways specifically
excluded in RCW 47.42.025 or located within areas zoned by the
governing county for predom nantly comercial and industrial uses, and
havi ng devel opnent visible to the highway, as determned by the
depart nent.

(8 "Sign" neans any outdoor sign, display, device, figure,
pai nting, drawi ng, nessage, placard, poster, billboard, or other thing
that is designed, intended, or used to advertise or inform any part of
the advertising or informative contents of which is visible from any
pl ace on the main-travel ed way of the interstate systemor other state
hi ghway. "Sign" does not include a display authorized under RCW
47.36.030(3) pronoting a |local agency sponsored event that does not
i ncl ude adverti sing.

(9) "Commercial and industrial areas" nmeans any area zoned
commercial or industrial by a county or nunicipal code, or if unzoned
or zoned for general uses by a county or nunicipal code, that area
occupied by three or nore separate and distinct commercial or
i ndustrial activities, or any conbination thereof, wthin a space of
five hundred feet and the area wthin five hundred feet of such
activities on both sides of the highway. The area shall be neasured
fromthe outer edges of the regularly used buildings, parking lots, or
storage or processing areas of the commercial or industrial activity
and not from the property lines of the parcels wupon which the
activities are |ocated. Measurenents shall be along or parallel to the
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edge of the main travel ed way of the highway. The follow ng shall not
be considered comercial or industrial activities:

(a) Agricultural, forestry, grazi ng, farm ng, and related
activities, including, but not |imted to, wayside fresh produce
st ands;

(b) Transient or tenporary activities;

(c) Railroad tracks and m nor sidings;

(d) Signs;

(e) Activities nore than six hundred and sixty feet from the
near est edge of the right of way;

(f) Activities conducted in a building principally used as a
resi dence.
| f any commrercial or industrial activity that has been used in defining
or delineating an unzoned area ceases to operate for a period of six
continuous nonths, any signs located wthin the former unzoned area
beconme nonconform ng and shall not be nmaintained by any person.

(10) "Roadside area information panel or display" neans a panel or
di splay located so as not to be readable fromthe main travel ed way,
erected in a safety rest area, scenic overlook, or simlar roadside
area, for providing notorists with information in the specific interest
of the traveling public.

(11) "Tenporary agricultural directional sign" nmeans a sign on
private property adjacent to state highway right of way to provide
directional information to places of business offering for sale
seasonal agricultural products on the property where the sale is taking
pl ace.

~-- END ---
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