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SENATE BI LL 5691

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Esser, Kline, Johnson, Thibaudeau, Roach, Keiser and
Fairl ey

Read first tinme 02/02/2005. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to jury source lists in counties with nore than one
superior court facility; anmending RCW 2.36.055; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that superior courts
with nore than one superior court facility are asking some jurors to
travel excessively long distances to attend court proceedings. In
these cases, the legislature further finds that consideration of a
juror's proximty to a particular courthouse can be accommodat ed whil e
continuing to provide proportionate jury source list representation
fromdistinctive groups within the community. The |egislature intends
to |l essen the burdens borne by jurors fulfilling their civic duties by
provi di ng a mechani smthat narrows the geographic area fromwhich the

jurors are drawn while maintaining a random and proportionate jury
pool .

Sec. 2. RCW 2. 36. 055 and 1993 c 408 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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The superior court at |east annually shall cause a jury source |ist
to be conpiled from a list of all registered voters and a list of
licensed drivers and identicard holders residing in the county.

In a county with nore than one superior court facility and a
separate case assignnent area for each court facility, the jury source
list may be divided into jury assignnent areas that consist of
regi stered voters and licensed drivers and identicard holders residing
in each jury assignnent area. Jury assignnent area boundaries may be
designated and adjusted by the adnministrative office of the courts
based on the nobst current United States census data at the request of
the majority of the judges of the superior court when required for the
efficient and fair adm nistration of justice.

The superior court wupon receipt of the jury source list shal
conpile a master jury list. The master jury list shall be certified by
the superior court and filed with the county clerk. All previous jury
source lists and master jury lists shall be superseded. In the event
that, for any reason, a county's jury source list is not tinely created
and available for use at |east annually, the nobst recent previously
conpiled jury source list for that county shall be used by the courts
of that county on an energency basis only for the shortest period of
time until a current jury source list is created and avail able for use.

Upon recei pt of amendnents to the list of registered voters and
licensed drivers and identicard holders residing in the county the
superior court may update the jury source list and master jury list as
mai nt ai ned by the county clerk accordingly.

--- END ---
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