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SENATE BI LL 5895

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Fraser, Poul sen, Mrton, Regala, Pridenore, Jacobsen and
Kohl - Vel | es

Read first tinme 02/11/2005. Referred to Commttee on Water, Energy &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Relating to increased coordinati on between the Puget Sound
action team and other governmental entities; amending RCW 90.71. 005,
90. 71. 010, 90.71.020, 90.71.030, 90.71.040, 90.71.050, 90.71.060,
90.71.070, 90.71.080, and 90.71.900; adding new sections to chapter
90.71 RCW creating a new section; and decodifying RCW90. 71. 902.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature intends to inprove the
overall efforts to conserve and recover Puget Sound by enhancing
coordination and integration of the planning, budgeting, and program
activities of entities with responsibilities under the Puget Sound
conservation and recovery managenent plan. The goals of this act are
t o:

(a) Foster and inprove overall coordination and inplenentation of
Puget Sound conservation and recovery efforts anong all |evels of
governnment and the private sector, in part through devel oping and
i npl enenting the Puget Sound conservation and recovery managenent pl an
and bi enni al work plans;

(b) Inprove the coordination anong federal, state, local, and
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tribal agencies and initiatives in order to better set priorities,
adopt and inplenent work plans for protecting and restoring Puget
Sound, and all ocate resources for these purposes;

(c) Adopt performance neasures and inprove accountability for
results and expenditures in plan inplenentation;

(d) Prepare a budget that is scaled to appropriate tinelines for
achi evi ng Puget Sound conservation, recovery, and prevention of further
degradation, and ensure that this budget is considered when adopting
state biennial budgets;

(e) Revitalize a Sound-w de planning and inplenentation franmework
that integrates all state agency activities with other Puget Sound
protection and restoration activities;

(f) Increase citizen invol venent and oversight; and

(g) Increase representation of nonstate agency interests and
organi zed Puget Sound restoration prograns on the Puget Sound council.

(2) The legislature also finds that the counties, cities, and
speci al purpose units of |ocal governnment have nmmjor responsibilities
regardi ng the managenent, protection, and cleanup of surface waters
draining to Puget Sound, and other |land use planning, habitat
protection, infrastructure, and public heal t h and safety
responsibilities that form the foundation for the conprehensive and
coordinated strategy set forth in the 2000 Puget Sound water quality
managenent pl an. The Puget Sound water quality action team is
presently conposed of ten state agency representatives and only two
| ocal governnent representatives, and does not adequately reflect the
maj or responsibilities for water quality and habitat protection carried
out by local governnents. Therefore it is the purpose of this act to
strengthen the |ocal governnment nenbership on the Puget Sound water
quality action team and to expand the assistance that the team
provides to | ocal governnments carrying out elenents of the Puget Sound
pl an.

Sec. 2. RCW90.71.005 and 1998 ¢ 246 s 13 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Puget Sound and related inland marine waterways of WAshi ngton
state represent a uni que and unparalleled resource. A rich and varied
range of nmarine organisns, conprising an interdependent, sensitive

SB 5895 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwWMNDNDNMDNDNMNDNMDNDNMNMNDMNMDMNMNMNMNMDNEPRPPRPEPRPRPRPPRPERPRRERPPRPRE
0O NO O A W NPEFP O OOWuNOD O P~ WNEPEOOOWOOLwWMNO O wDNDELOo

communal ecosystemreside in these sheltered waters. Residents of this
region enjoy a way of life centered around the waters of Puget Sound,
featuring accessible recreational opportunities, world-class port
facilities and water transportation systens, harvest of marine food
resources, shoreline-oriented life styles, water-dependent industries,
tourism irrepl aceabl e aesthetics, and other activities, all of which
to sone degree depend upon a clean and healthy mari ne resource;

(b) The Puget Sound ((water—gual+ty—authority)) action team has
done an excellent job in developing a conprehensive plan to identify
actions to restore and protect the biological health and diversity of
Puget Sound;

(c) Wile nmuch excellent work has been done around the Puget Sound
to protect and restore its resources, the scale of the efforts is not
yet commensurate with the scale of the challenges, and hei ghtened and
i nproved efforts are needed if the long-termviability of Puget Sound
is to be ensured;

(d) The large nunber of federal, state, and |ocal governnental
entities that ((new)) have managenent, infrastructure, and regulatory
prograns and initiatives affecting the water quality of Puget Sound and
its habitats have diverse interests and |limted jurisdictions that
((eannet—adeguately)) require coordination to address the cunul ative,
wi de-ranging i npacts that contribute to the degradati on of Puget Sound;
and

((€))) (e) Coordination of ((t+heregulatery)) these progranms and
initiatives, at the state, federal, and local Ilevels, 1is best
acconpl i shed through the devel opnent of an interagency nmechanisnm((s)) .
including representatives of |ocal governnents within the Puget Sound
basin, that allow these entities to transcend their diverse interests
and limted jurisdictions.

(2)(a) It is therefore the policy of the state of Wshington to
coordinate the activities of state, federal, and |ocal agencies by
establishing a partnership for Puget Sound with the follow ng goals:
To protect and restore Puget Sound's water quality; to protect and
restore habitat for all native species in Puget Sound; and to protect
the biological resources of Puget Sound and recover species at risk
The partnership shall devel op and update as necessary the Puget Sound
conservation and recovery managenent plan, a conprehensive and
inclusive plan for Puget Sound that describes the problens and priority

p. 3 SB 5895



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

el o
o 0o A W N PP O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

areas for action and describes the roles and responsibilities of the
various federal, state, and |local agencies in undertaking the necessary
actions as provided in section 4 of this act.

(b) To inplenent the plan, the partnership shall develop and
inplenment a biennial work plan that clearly delineates state and
((teeal)) other actions at the level of effort necessary to protect and
restore the biological health and diversity of Puget Sound. It is
further the policy of the state to inplenent that work plan and the
Puget Sound ((weter—gual+ty)) conservation and recovery nanagenent plan
to the maxi mum extent possible. To further the policy of the state,
((a—+reecovery)) any water quality cleanup plan, fish or wldlife
recovery plan, or other watershed health plan or plans devel oped under
((the)) federal ((endangered-spectes—aet)), state, or |local authority
for a portion or all of the Puget Sound shall be considered for
inclusion into the Puget Sound ((water—eqgual+ty)) conservation and
recovery managenent plan.

Sec. 3. RCW90.71.010 and 1996 c 138 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Action teant neans the ((Puget—Seund—water—gualty—action
teaw)) staff to the partnership.

(2) "Chair" nmeans the chair of the partnership, who also serves as
the executive director of the staff of the action team

(3) "Council"™ nmeans the Puget Sound council <created in RCW
90. 71. 030.

(4) "Partnership" neans the Puget Sound conservation and recovery
partnership described in RCW90. 71. 020.

(5) "Plan" or "Puget Sound conservation and recovery managenent
pl an" nmeans the ((3994)) 2000 Puget Sound water quality managenent plan
((as—t—extsts—June—30,—1996—and)) described in section 4 of this act,
as subsequently anended by the ((aet+en—tear)) partnership.

(({5) "Support staff" neans the staff to the action team))

(6) "Puget Sound"” neans all salt waters of the state of WAshi ngton
inside the international boundary |line between Washington and British
Colunbia, and lying east of 123° 24' west |ongitude, which is east of
Port Angel es.
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(7) "Work plan" neans the work plan and budget devel oped by the
action team and the partnership.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 90.71 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Puget Sound conservation and recovery nmanagenent plan
adopted by the partnership shall be a conprehensive docunent that
describes the problens and priority areas for action to achieve the
goal s of the mai ntenance and enhancenent of Puget Sound water quality,
protection and restoration of habitat, and mai ntenance of Puget Sound's
bi ol ogi cal resources. The plan shall provide a clear and conpelling
case statenent of the problenms affecting Puget Sound' s health and the
actions needed to conserve and recover Puget Sound. The plan shal
further describe the roles and responsibilities of the various federal,
state, and |ocal agencies in undertaking the necessary actions. The
pl an shall address all the waters of Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan
de Fuca, and, to the extent that they affect water quality and habitat
in Puget Sound, all waters flow ng into Puget Sound and adj acent | ands.
The partnership may define specific geographic boundaries w thin which
the plan applies. The plan shall coordi nate and i ncorporate existing
pl anni ng and research efforts and conservation and recover initiatives
of state agencies and |ocal governnent related to Puget Sound, and
shal | avoid duplication of existing efforts. The plan shall:

(a) Be organized around the long-term goals for Puget Sound of
protecting and restoring Puget Sound's water quality; protecting and
restoring habitat for all native species in Puget Sound; and protecting
t he bi ol ogi cal resources of Puget Sound and recovering species at risk;

(b) Be organized by priority areas for attention and action;

(c) Provide detail on the strategies to be used to advance progress
in each priority area, set explicit objectives in each priority area,
and delineate clear and quantifiable nmeasures of success;

(d) Include tinelines for actions established by the Puget Sound
council as provided in subsection (2) of this section;

(e) Assign responsibilities for action in each of the priority
areas to federal, state, local, and tribal governnents;

(f) Denonstrate a feasible pathway to success in each priority area
within a twenty-five year tine frame; and

(g) Include by reference all rel ated pl ans.
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(2)(a) The council shall work with the partnership to incorporate
into the Puget Sound conservation and recovery managenent plan overal
tinmeline goals for acconplishing all elenents of the plan. Except for
conditions that involve an extraordi nary degradation or conplexity in
restoration, the goals shall establish a restoration tineline of not
nore than twenty years fromthe effective date of this section

(b) The council shall also work with the partnership to incorporate
into the plan tineline goals to achieve programand activity |evels by
each state agency carrying out responsibilities wunder the plan
sufficient to mintain Puget Sound water quality and protect and
restore habitat, considering popul ation increases, changes in |and use
patterns, and ot her denographic and natural changes projected for the
Puget Sound regi on.

Sec. 5. RCW90.71.020 and 1998 c 246 s 14 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The Puget Sound ((aetien—tean)) conservation and recovery
partnership is created. The ((aet+enrtearr)) partnership shall define,
coordinate, and inplenent the state's conservation and recovery agenda
for Puget Sound. The partnership shall consist of: The directors of

the departnents of ecology; agriculture; natural resources; fish and
wildlife; and comunity, trade, and economc developnent; the
({ seeretartes)) secretarv or designee of the departnent((s)) of health

destghated—+n—RON-89--08-050,—ene—persen)); the admnistrative officer

of the conservation conmssion; two people representing cities,
appoi nted by the governor; one person representing special purpose
governnents, appointed by the governor; two people representing
counties, appointed by the governor; ((enre—persoen)) two people
representing federally recognized tribes, appointed by the governor;
and the ((ehat+)) executive director of the action team_ who shall also
serve as the chair of the partnership. 1n nmeking the appointnents for
city, county, and special purpose governnent representatives, the
governor is encouraged to select individuals with experience in |ocal
governnent and expertise in the areas of water quality, habitat, growh
managenent, public health, and transportation, as they relate to
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conditions and activities affecting the water quality and habitat of
Puget Sound. The ((aet+en—tean)) partnership shall also ((Hrelude))
invite the following ex officio nonvoting nenbers, anobng others as
deened appropriate in the future: The regional director of the United
States environnental protection agency; the regional adm nistrator of
the national nmarine fisheries service; ((anrd)) the regional supervisor
of the United States fish and wldlife service; the Seattle district
commander of the United States arny corps of engineers; the regiona

admnistrator of the United States geological survey; the executive
director of the northwest straits conm ssion; the chair of the Puget
Sound shared strateqgy; and the executive director of the Hood Canal

coordinating council. The nmenbers representing cities ((anrd)),.
counties, and special purpose governnents shall each be rei nbursed for
travel expenses as provided in RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(2) The ((aetioentean)) partnership shall

(a) Periodically update and anend the Puget Sound conservation and
recovery managenent plan, in consultation wwth and upon approval of the
counci | ;

(b) Prepare a Puget Sound work plan and budget ((fer—+neluston—+n
the—governor—s—bienntal—budget)), in consultation with and upon
approval of the council;

((b)y)) (c) Coordinate actions, prograns, and initiatives across
and anong the partner agencies to achieve the objectives of the plan;

(d) Coordinate nmonitoring and research progranms ((as—previded—in
ROW-96-—71-0606) ) :

((€e))) (e) Consult with local governnments in inplenmenting the
Puget Sound conservation and recovery nanagenent plan and biennial work
plans, and prioritize attention by the action team upon assisting | ocal
governnents in obtaining state and federal funding for carrying out
|l ocal governnent prograns and in effectively coordinating |ocal
governnent prograns with those of neighboring local governnents and
state and federal prograns;

(f) Work ((under—the—direetton—of)) 1in cooperation wth the
((aet+on—tearn)) partnership chair ((as—provided+n—REONIO71L040));

((€))) (9) Coordinate permtting requirenents as necessary to
expedite permt issuance for any |ocal watershed plan or habitat plan
devel oped pursuant to rules adopted under this chapter under chapter
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90.82 or 77.85 RCW or other conprehensive watershed plan devel oped to
address water quality or habitat protection or restoration;

((e)y)) (h) Identify and resolve any policy or rule conflicts that
may exi st between one or nore agencies represented ((en—the—action
tear) 1n the partnership;

(({f)y Periodically anend the Puget Sound managenent plan;

£¢r)) (i) Appoint advisory comrittees as needed to manage efforts
on particular issues in Puget Sound and to obtain information regarding
conservation efforts around Puget Sound;

(J) Enter into, anend, and termnate contracts and grants wth
i ndi vidual s, corporations, or research institutions for the purposes of
this chapter

((h))) (k) Receive such gifts, grants, and endowrents, in trust or
otherwi se, for the use and benefit of the purposes of ((the—action
tear)) this chapter. The ((aet+eon—tean)) partnership may expend the
same or any incone therefrom according to the terns of the gifts
grants, or endowrents;

(()) (1) Pronpote extensive public participation, and otherw se
seek to broadly dissem nate information concerni ng Puget Sound;

((6)) (M Receive and expend funding from ot her public agencies;

(n) Submt a biennial report to the appropriate policy ((anrd+i+seal))
commttees of the legislature that provides an update on the overal

health of Puget Sound and describes and eval uates the ((suceesses—and

shoerteomngs—of)) efforts and actions of the partnership in
i npl enenting the current work plan ((relativetothepriorttyproblens
rdentt-H-ed—tor—each—geographie—area—ot—Puget—Seund) ) and recomrends
responsi ve actions needed to be taken by the |l eqgislature.

(3) ((By—3duby—1—1996—the—acti-onteamshal-—begin—developing—its
-k —wor k—plan—whi-ch—shal—inelude—the—coordinaton—of—necessary
suppoert—staff)) The partnership nay appoint fromanong its nenbers an
executive conmttee to serve as an ongoing managenent team for the
coll aborative work of the partnership.

SB 5895 p. 8
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(4) The ((aet+en—tear)) partnership shall incorporate, to the
maxi num ext ent possi bl e, the reconmendati ons of the Puget Sound counci l

regardi ng anendnents to the Puget Sound managenent plan and the work
pl an.

(5) Al proceedings of the ((aet+en—+tear)) partnership are subject
to the open public neetings act under chapter 42.30 RCW

Sec. 6. RCW 90. 71. 030 and 1999 c¢c 241 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) There is established the Puget Sound council conposed of
((eleven)) thirteen nenbers. ((Seven)) N ne nenbers shall be appointed
by the governor. In making these appointnents, the governor shal

include representation from business, the environnmental conmmunity,
agriculture, the shellfish industry, counties, cities, and the tribes.
Two nenbers shall be nmenbers of the senate selected by the president of
the senate with one nenber selected fromeach caucus in the senate, and
two nenbers shall be nenbers of the house of representatives sel ected
by the speaker of the house of representatives wth one nenber sel ected
from each caucus in the house of representatives. The | egislative
menbers shall be nonvoting nenbers of the council. The executive
director of the action teamshall be an ex officio, nonvoting nenber.
Appoi ntments to the council shall reflect geographical bal ance and the
diversity of population within the Puget Sound basin. Nonl eqi sl ati ve
menbers shall serve four-year terns, and not nore than two ternms. ((©SF

Vacancies shall be filled by appointnent in the same nmanner as the
original appointnent for the renmainder of the unexpired term of the
position being vacated. Nonlegislative nenbers shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060.
Legi sl ative nenbers shall be reinbursed as provided in RCW44.04. 120.

(2) The council shall:

(a) Recommend to the ((aetien—teaw)) partnership priorities,
projects, and activities for inclusion in the biennial work plan;

(b) Recommend to the ((aetien—tear)) partnership coordination of
work plan activities with other relevant activities, including but not
limted to, agencies' activities other than those funded through the
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plan, ((teeal)) plan ((iritiatives)) elenents being inplenmented by
|l ocal governnents, and governnental and nongovernnental watershed
restoration and protection activities; ((and))

(c) Recommend to the ((aetter—tean)) partnership proposed
anendnents to the Puget Sound managenent plan;_and

(d) Oversee the inplenentation of the elenents of the work plan
that receive funding through appropriations by the legislature, nonitor
progress of the partnership agencies in carrying out the work plan, and
produce an annual report to the legislature on progress.

(3) ((Fhe—chatr—of—the—action—teamsha-—convene—the—counctH—at
| : . | chall iointd I | oy
act+on—teamat—teast—twetires—per—year)) The executive director of the

action team shall provide staff support of at least one full-tine

equivalent to the council to neet these requirenents. The counci
shall select a chair fromanong its voting nenbers who will convene the
council at least four tines a vyear. Two of these neetings shall be

planned in conjunction with the chair of the partnership and shall
coincide with neetings of the partnershinp. The chair of the counci
shall serve a two-year term renewable for one termif selected by the
counci |l .

Sec. 7. RCW 90. 71. 040 and 1996 ¢ 138 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) ((By—3unre—1—1996,-)) The governor shall appoint a person ((+rn
the—governor—s—offiee)) to chair the partnership and serve as the

executive director of the action team The chair shall serve at the
pl easure of the governor

(2) The chair shall be responsible for:

(a) ((Srganizing)) Wrking with the chair of the council to
organi ze the devel opment of the council recommendati ons;

(b) Organi zing the devel opnment of the work plan required under RCW
90. 71. 050;

(c) Presenting a work plan and budget ((reecorrendations)) to the
governor and the |egislature; and

(d) Overseeing the inplenentation of the elenments of the work plan

that receive fundi ng ((threugh—apprepriatiens)) by the legislature((+
and

eyr—Serving—as—chatlr—ob—the—~couneit) ) .

SB 5895 p. 10
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(3) The chair of the ((aet+en+teanw)) partnership shall be a full-
time enpl oyee responsible for the admnistration of all functions of
the action team ((anrd—the—ecounett—rineluding)). Responsibilities
include hiring and termnating support staff, budget preparation,
contracting, coordinating wwth the governor, the |egislature, and other
state and local entities, and the delegation of responsibilities as
deenmed appropri ate. The salary of the chair shall be fixed by the
governor, subject to RCW43.03. 040.

Sec. 8. RCW90.71.050 and 1998 ¢ 246 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) (a) Each biennium the ((aet+on—tean)) partnership shall prepare
a Puget Sound work plan ((anrd—budget—Foer—inelusion—+n—the—governer—s
benn-ab—budget) ) . The work plan shall ((presertbe)) describe the

conservation and restoration priorities in Puget Sound and describe the
necessary federal, state, and |local actions to nmamintain and enhance

Puget Sound water quality, ((+Hreludingbut—nettmtedto—enhancenrent
of—reecreational—opportuni-ttes—and—restoration)) protect and restore

i nportant habitat and ensure the viability of a balanced popul ati on of
i ndi genous shellfish, fish, and wildlife. The work plan ((anrdbudget))
shall include specific actions and projects pertaining to salnon
recovery pl ans.

(b) In developing a work plan, the ((aet+en—tear)) partnership
shall neet the foll ow ng objectives:

(1) Use the plan elements of the Puget Sound managenent plan to
prioritize ((leeal—and)) state actions necessary to restore and protect
the biological health and diversity of Puget Sound;

(i) ((Consider the problens and priorities identified in local
plans)) Represent all activities of the state agencies that contribute
to Puget Sound conservation and recovery; and

(iii) Coordinate the work plan activities with other relevant
activities, including but not limted to, agencies' activities that
have not been funded through the plan, |ocal plans, and governnenta
and nongovernnent al wat ershed restoration activities.

({ fter—tn—developtng—abudget—the—acton—team-shalH—denti-Hy—
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(2) In addition to the requirenents identified under RCW

90.71.020(2) ((€2))) (b), the work plan and budget shall:
(a) ldentify and prioritize ((t+he—tloecal—and)) state actions
necessary to address ((t+he)) Puget Sound's water quality problenms ((+#

—Area 55— Ki-tsap—Mason—and—Thurston—coui-es—
i I Ci )), habitat protection and restoration, and
sSpeci es recovery,;
(b) ldentify funding ((te—eharactertze—tocal—watersheds,—provide
hrieal . | | i ol ANERET L £ ed

purstvant—to—(a)—of —this—subseetion)) needed to address high priority

probl ens;
(c) ((Previde—suffietrent)) Recommend actions to | ocal governnents;

(d) Identify funding ((te—+plerent)) needs for inplenentation and
((eeordinate)) coordination of the Puget Sound ambi ent nonitoring plan

pursuant to RCW90.71.060; and

1)) (e) Describe any proposed anendnents to the Puget Sound
managenent pl an.

(3) The work plan shall be submtted to the governor by Septenber
15th of each even-nunbered year and to the appropriate policy ((and
fH+seal)) conmmttees of the | egislature by Decenber 20th of each even-
nunber ed year.

(4) The work plan shall be inplenented consistent with the
| egi sl ative provisos of the biennial appropriation acts.

SB 5895 p. 12
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Sec. 9. RCW®90.71.060 and 1996 ¢ 138 s 7 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
In addition to other powers and duties specified in this chapter,

the ((aetien—tearwr)) partnership shall ensure inplenentation and
coordi nation of the Puget Sound anbi ent nonitoring program established

in the Puget Sound managenment plan. The program shall include, at a
m ni mum
(1) A research program including but not limted to nethods to

provide current research information to managers and scientists, and to
establish priorities based on the needs of the partnership nenbers and
the action team

(2) A nonitoring program i ncluding baselines, prot ocol s,
gui delines, and quantifiable performance neasures. In consultation
wWith state agencies, |ocal and tribal governnents, and other public and
private interests, the action team working with the council, shall
devel op and track quantifiable performance neasures that can be used by
t he governor and the legislature to assess the effectiveness over tine
of prograns and actions initiated under the plan to i nprove and protect
Puget Sound water quality, habitat, and biological resources. ((Fhe

perforrarce—peasuwres—shatlH-—be—developed—by—June—36—1997) ) The

performance neasures shall include, but not be limted to a nethodol ogy
to track the progress of: Fish and wildlife habitat; sites wth
sedi nent contam nation; wetlands; shellfish beds; and other key
i ndi cators of Puget Sound's health. State agencies shall, and |oca
governnments are encouraged to, assist the action team in the
devel opment and tracking of these performance neasures. The

performance neasures may be limted to a sel ected geographi c area.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 90.71 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The council shall conduct a review of the partnership's biennial
work plan in October of each even-nunbered year and shall include a
budget revi ew and recommendati on cover letter to the docunent when it
is presented to the appropriate policy and fiscal commttees of the
| egislature in Decenber. This letter shall specify, anong other itens,
the ~council's recommendations on appropriate allocations anong
priorities in the work plan, on the overall |evels of funding proposed,

p. 13 SB 5895



© 00 N O Ol bW

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33

and on their adequacy in neeting the tinelines established in section
4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. A new section is added to chapter 90.71 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) From noneys specifically appropriated to the council for this
purpose, the council shall nake the final decision on the award of
grants for inplenenting prograns or activities included wthin the
Puget Sound managenent plan. This grant program to be known as the
priorities of the Puget Sound program shall be identified in the
council's biennial budget. The budget shall identify activities that
may be funded under the program and carried out by private, public
nonprofit, or governnental entities. The grants shall be awarded on a
conpetitive basis.

(2) It is the intent of this chapter that each biennial operating
appropriations act beginning with the 2005-07 bi enni um i ncl ude fundi ng
for this programin an anmount of five mllion dollars or nore.

Sec. 12. RCW90.71.070 and 1996 c¢ 138 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Local governnents are ((regquired)) encouraged to inplenment
| ocal elenments of the biennial work plan ((subjeet—totheavat-tabitty
of—appropriatedfunds—or—other—funding—soeurees)) and nanagenent pl an.

(2) The council shal | review the progress of work plan
i npl enent at i on( (—\Where—prescrtbedaections—have not—been—acconptished
Hr—aececordance—wth—the—werk—plan—the)) and work cooperatively wth
responsi bl e ( ( ageney—shalH—submt—tothe counctH—witten—explanations
for—the——shortfalts—together—wth proposedrenedies)) |ocal governnents

and state agencies to address delays or shortfalls in plan
i npl ement ati on.

Sec. 13. RCW90.71.080 and 1996 c¢ 138 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

The chairs of the ((aet+en—tean)) partnership and council shall
jointly hold public hearings to solicit public coment on the work
pl an.
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Sec. 14. RCW 90.71.900 and 1996 c 138 s 15 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
This ((aet)) chapter may be known and cited as the Puget Sound

( ( water—gual+ty—proteetion)) conservation and recovery partnership act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. A new section is added to chapter 90.71 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The powers, duties, and functions of the Puget Sound action team
are transferred to the Puget Sound conservation and recovery
part ner shi p. Al references to the chair of the action team or the
action teamin the Revised Code of Wshington shall be construed to
mean the chair of the partnership, who is also the executive director
of the action team when referring to the functions transferred in this
section.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 16. RCW 90. 71.902 i s decodifi ed.

~-- END ---
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