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HOUSE BI LL 1259

Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Willace and Wods; by request of Departnent of
Li censi ng

Read first time 01/19/2005. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to technical corrections to chapter 46.87 RCW
amendi ng RCW 46.87.010, 46.87.020, 46.87.030, 46.87.050, 46.87.070,
46. 87. 080, 46.87.120, 46.87.130, 46.87.140, and 46.87.190; and
repeal i ng RCW 46. 87. 085, 46.87.170, 46.87.180, and 46.87.901.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.87.010 and 1987 ¢ 244 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

This chapter applies to proportional registration and reciprocity
granted under the provisions of the International Registration Plan
(IRP)  ((and the Uniform Vehicle Registration, Proration, and
Reetproctty—Agreerent—(WesternConpact))). This chapter shall becone

effective and be inplenented beginning with the 1988 registration
year ( { —however—H—Vashington—+s—not—then—registering—vehteles—under

(1) Provisions and ternms of the | RP ((anrdthe Western Conrpact—as
appHeable—shall)) prevail unless given a different nmeaning in chapter

p. 1 HB 1259. SL
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46.04 RCW this chapter, or in rules adopted under the authority of
this chapter.

(2) The director may adopt and enforce rules deened necessary to
i npl ement and adm ni ster this chapter.

Omers having a fleet of apportionable vehicles operating in two or
nore | RP menber jurisdictions may elect to proportionally register the
vehicles of the fleet under the provisions of the IRP and this chapter
in lieu of full or tenporary registration as provided for in chapters
46.16 or 46.88 RCW

or—46-838—ROAM-

£5))) If a due date or an expiration date established under
authority of this chapter falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or a state |egal
hol i day, such period is automatically extended through the end of the
next busi ness day.

Sec. 2. RCW46.87.020 and 2003 ¢ 85 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Terms used in this chapter have the neaning given to themin the
| nt ernati onal Regi stration Plan (IRP), ( { tHhe—Unitorm—Vehicle

in chapter 46.04 RCW or as otherwise defined in this section.

Definitions given to ternms by the |IRP ((anrd—the \Vestern—Conpact—as
appteable—shalt)) prevail unless given a different neaning in this

chapter or in rules adopted under authority of this chapter.

(1) "Apportionable vehicle" has the neaning given by the I|IRP,
except that it does not include vehicles with a declared gross wei ght
of twelve thousand pounds or |ess. Apportionabl e vehicles include
trucks, tractors, truck tractors, road tractors, and buses, each as
separate and |licensabl e vehicles. ((For—t+RPjursdiections—thatreguifre

I . . : hicles—thi nelud Ly ,

HB 1259. SL p. 2
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. | | I | | Licable. I I
H-censable—vehieles—))

(2) "Cab card" is a certificate of registration issued for a
vehicle ((by the registering jurisdiction under the Vestern Conpact.
I I e vy : . . . w he |
ursdiet+on—for—a—vehiete)) upon which is disclosed the jurisdictions

and registered gross weights in such jurisdictions for which the

vehicle is registered.

p. 3 HB 1259. SL
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4y)) "Credentials" neans cab cards, apportioned plates (for
Washi ngt on- based fleets), and validation tabs issued for proportionally
regi stered vehicl es.

((5y)) (4) "Declared conbined gross weight" neans the total
unl aden wei ght of any conbination of vehicles plus the weight of the
maxi nrum | oad to be carried on the conbination of vehicles as set by the
registrant in the application pursuant to chapter 46.44 RCW and for
whi ch regi stration fees have been or are to be paid.

((66)Y)) (5) "Declared gross weight" neans the total unladen wei ght
of any vehicle plus the weight of the maximumload to be carried on the
vehicle as set by the registrant in the application pursuant to chapter
46. 44 RCW and for which registration fees have been or are to be paid.
In the case of a bus, auto stage, or a passenger-carrying for hire
vehicle wwth a seating capacity of nore than six, the declared gross
wei ght shall be determned by multiplying the average |oad factor of
one hundred and fifty pounds by the nunber of seats in the vehicle,
including the driver's seat, and add this anmount to the unl aden wei ght
of the vehicle. If the resultant gross weight is not listed in RCW
46.16.070, it will be increased to the next higher gross weight so
listed pursuant to chapter 46.44 RCW

((H)) (6) "Departnent” neans the departnent of |icensing.

((68))) (7) "Fleet" neans ((ene—or—rore—comrerectal—vehiecles+nthe
Western—Conpact—and)) one or nore apportionable vehicles in the I RP.

((9Y)) (8) "In-jurisdiction mles" nmeans the total mles
accunmul ated in a jurisdiction during the preceding year by vehicles of
the fleet while they were a part of the fleet.

((28)1)) (9) "IRP" neans the International Registration Plan.

((+)) (10) "Jurisdiction" neans and includes a state, territory
or possession of the United States, the District of Colunbia, the
Commonweal th of Puerto R co, a foreign country, and a state or province
of a foreign country.

((&2)) (11) "Motor carrier" neans an entity engaged in the
transportation of goods or persons. The termincludes a for-hire notor
carrier, private notor carrier, contract notor carrier, or exenpt notor
carrier. The termincludes a registrant |icensed under this chapter,
a notor vehicle lessor, and a notor vehicle | essee.

((+3)1)) (12) "Omwner" nmeans a person or business firmwho holds the
legal title to a vehicle, or if a vehicle is the subject of an

HB 1259. SL p. 4
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agreenent for its conditional sale with the right of purchase upon
performance of the conditions stated in the agreenent and with an
i medi ate right of possession vested in the conditional vendee, or if
a vehicle is subject to a | ease, contract, or other |egal arrangenent
vesting right of possession or control, for security or otherw se, or
if a nortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then the owner
is deenmed to be the person or business firmin whomis vested right of
possession or control.

((6x4y)) (13) "Preceding year"™ neans the period of twelve
consecutive nonths imedi ately before July 1st of the year immediately
before the commencenent of the registration or license year for which
apportioned registration is sought.

(((F5y—Property—+egisteredi—as—apptied—to—the—place—of

. : I I . Y , :

£26))) (14) "Prorate percentage" is the factor that is applied to
the total proratable fees and taxes to determ ne the apportionabl e or
prorate fees required for registration in a particular jurisdiction
It is determned by dividing the in-jurisdiction mles for a particul ar
jurisdiction by the total mles. This termis synonynous with the term
"m | eage percentage."”

((+H)) (15) "Registrant” nmeans a person, business firm or
corporation in whose name or nanes a vehicle or fleet of vehicles is
regi st ered.

p. 5 HB 1259. SL



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

((28y)) (16) "Registration year" neans the twelve-nonth period
during which the registration plates issued by the base jurisdiction
are valid according to the laws of the base jurisdiction.

((299)) (A7) "Total mles" neans the total nunber of mles
accunmul ated in all jurisdictions during the preceding year by all
vehicles of the fleet while they were a part of the fleet. M | eage
accunul ated by vehicles of the fleet that did not engage in interstate
operations is not included in the fleet mles.

(((20)_ . I g hiel . on.
Proraton—and—Reetproci-ty—Agreenent—) )

Sec. 3. RCW46.87.030 and 1997 ¢ 183 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) When application to register an apportionabl e ((er——coemrereial))
vehicle is made, the Washington prorated fees nay be reduced by one-
twelfth for each full registration nonth that has el apsed at the tine
a tenporary authorization permt (TAP) was issued or if no TAP was
i ssued, at such tinme as an application for registration is received in

the departnent. |If a vehicle is being added to a currently registered
fleet, the prorate percentage previously established for the fleet for
such registration year shall be wused in the conputation of the

proportional fees and taxes due.

(2) If any vehicle is wthdrawn from a proportionally registered
fleet during the period for which it is registered under this chapter,
the registrant of the fleet shall notify the departnment on appropriate
forms prescribed by the departnent. The departnent may require the
registrant to surrender credentials that were issued to the vehicle.
If a nmotor vehicle is permanently withdrawn from a proportionally
registered fleet because it has been destroyed, sold, or otherw se
completely renmoved fromthe service of the fleet registrant, the unused
portion of the licensing fee paid under RCW46.16.070 with respect to
t he vehicle reduced by one-twelfth for each cal endar nonth and fraction
t hereof elapsing between the first day of the nonth of the current
regi stration year in which the vehicle was registered and the date the
notice of wthdrawal, acconpanied by such credentials as nmay be
required, is received in the departnent, shall be credited to the fleet
proportional registration account of the registrant. Credit shall be
appl i ed against the licensing fee liability for subsequent additions of

HB 1259. SL p. 6
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notor vehicles to be proportionally registered in the fleet during such

registration year or for additional licensing fees due under RCW
46. 16. 070 or to be due upon audit under RCW46.87.310. |If any credit
is less than fifteen dollars, no credit will be entered. In lieu of

credit, the registrant may choose to transfer the unused portion of the
licensing fee for the notor vehicle to the new owner, in which case it
shall remain with the notor vehicle for which it was originally paid.
In no event may any anount be credited against fees other than those
for the registration year fromwhich the credit was obtained nor is any
anount subject to refund.

Sec. 4. RCW46.87.050 and 1987 ¢ 244 s 20 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Each day the departnment shall forward to the state treasurer the
fees collected under this chapter, and wthin ten days of the end of
each registration quarter, a detailed report identifying the amount to
be deposited to each account for which fees are required for the
licensing of proportionally registered vehicles. Such fees shall be
deposi ted pursuant to RCW 46. 68. 035( (—82-44-116;)) and 82.44. 170.

Sec. 5. RCW 46.87. 070 and 1993 ¢ 123 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

2y)) Trailers, semtrailers, and pole trailers ((whteh)) that are
properly based in jurisdictions other than Washington, and ((wheh))

that display currently registered |Ilicense plates from such
jurisdictions will be granted vehicle license reciprocity in this state
w thout the need of further vehicle license registration. | f pole
trailers are not required to be licensed separately by a nenber

jurisdiction, such vehicles may be operated in this state wthout
di splaying a current base |license plate.

p. 7 HB 1259. SL
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Sec. 6. RCW46.87.080 and 1998 ¢ 115 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Upon making satisfactory application and paynent of applicable
fees and taxes for proportional registration under this chapter, the
departnment shall issue a cab card and validation tab for each vehicle,
and to vehicles of Washi ngt on-based fl eets, two distinctive
apportionable license plates for each notor vehicle ((anrd—ene—such

I : I e . e I e

} : oh) ) . Li cense plates shall be displayed on
vehicles as required by RCW46. 16.240. The nunber and plate shall be
of a design, size, and color determ ned by the departnent. The plates
shall be treated with reflectorized material and clearly marked with
t he words "WASHI NGTON' and " APPCRTI ONED, " both words to appear in ful
and w t hout abbreviation.

(2) The cab card serves as the certificate of registration for a
proportionally registered vehicle. The face of the cab card shall
contain the nane and address of the registrant as contained in the
records of the departnent, the l|license plate nunber assigned to the
vehicle by the base jurisdiction, the vehicle identification nunber,
and such other description of the vehicle and data as the departnent
may require. The cab card shall be signed by the registrant, or a
designated person if the registrant is a business firm and shall at
all times be carried in or on the vehicle to which it was issued. ((+n

nonpowered vehicle.))

(3) The apportioned |icense plates are not transferrable from
vehicle to vehicle unless otherwise determned by rule and shall be
used only on the vehicle to which they are assigned by the departnent
for as long as they are legible or until such tine as the departnment
requires themto be renoved and returned to the departnent.

(4) D stinctive validation tab(s) of a design, size, and color
determined by the departnent shall be affixed to the apportioned
license plate(s) as prescribed by the departnent to indicate the nonth,
if necessary, and year for which the vehicle is registered. ((Fereilgh—

: I hi el onall . L | I :

HB 1259. SL p. 8
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(5) Renewals shall be effected by the issuance and di splay of such
tab(s) after making satisfactory application and paynent of applicable
fees and taxes.

(6) Fleet vehicles so registered and identified shall be deened to
be fully licensed and registered in this state for any type of novenent
or operation. However, in those instances in which a grant of
authority is required for interstate or intrastate novenent or
operation, no such vehicle may be operated in interstate or intrastate
commerce in this state unless the owner has been granted interstate
operating authority ((by—the+nterstateecormrerce—commssion)) in the
case of interstate operations or intrastate operating authority by the
Washington wutility and transportation commission in the case of
intrastate operations and unless the vehicle is being operated in
conformty wth that authority.

(7) The departnment may issue tenporary authorization permts (TAPS)
to qualifying operators for the operation of vehicles pending issuance
of license identification. A fee of one dollar plus a one dollar
filing fee shall be collected for each permt issued. The permt fee
shal |l be deposited in the notor vehicle fund, and the filing fee shal
be deposited in the highway safety fund. The departnent may adopt
rules for use and issuance of the permts.

(8) The departnment nmay refuse to issue any license or permt
aut hori zed by subsection (1) or (7) of this section to any person: (a)
Wo fornerly held any type of license or permt issued by the
departnent pursuant to chapter 46.16, 46.85, 46.87, 82.36, or 82.38 RCW
t hat has been revoked for cause, which cause has not been renoved; or
(b) who is a subterfuge for the real party in interest whose |icense or
permt issued by the departnment pursuant to chapter 46.16, 46. 85,
46. 87, 82.36, or 82.38 RCWand has been revoked for cause, which cause
has not been renoved; or (c) who, as an individual 1|icensee, or
officer, director, owner, or nmanaging enployee of a nonindividual
licensee, has had a license or permt issued by the departnent pursuant
to chapter 46.16, 46.85, 46.87, 82.36, or 82.38 RCW which has been
revoked for cause, which cause has not been renoved; or (d) who has an
unsatisfied debt to the state assessed under either chapter 46. 16,
46. 85, 46.87, 82.36, 82.38, or 82.44 RCW

(9) The departnent may revoke the license or permt authorized by

p. 9 HB 1259. SL
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subsection (1) or (7) of this section issued to any person for any of
the grounds constituting cause for denial of |icenses or permts set
forth in subsection (8) of this section.

(10) Before such refusal or revocation under subsection (8) or (9)
of this section, the departnent shall grant the applicant a hearing and
at least ten days witten notice of the time and place of the hearing.

Sec. 7. RCW46.87.120 and 1997 ¢ 183 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The initial application for proportional registration of a
fleet shall state the mleage data with respect to the fleet for the
preceding year in this and other jurisdictions. |If no operations were
conducted with the fleet during the preceding year, the application
shall contain a full statenent of the proposed nethod of operation and
estimates of annual mleage in each of the jurisdictions in which
operation is contenplated. The registrant shall determne the in-
jurisdiction and total mles to be used in conmputing the fees and taxes
due for the fleet. The departnent may eval uate and adjust the estinate
in the application if it is not satisfied as to its correctness. ((Fhe

4y)) (2) Wen operations of a Washi ngton-based fleet is materially
changed through nerger, acquisition, or extended authority, the
regi strant shall notify the departnent, which shall then require the
filing of an anmended application setting forth the proposed operation
by use of estimated mleage for all jurisdictions. The departnment nay
adj ust the estimated m | eage by audit or otherwi se to an actual travel

HB 1259. SL p. 10
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basis to insure proper fee paynent. The actual travel basis may be
used for determ nation of fee paynents until such tinme as a nornal
mleage year is available under the new operation. ((Under—the

: i sdietion))

Sec. 8. RCW46.87.130 and 1987 ¢ 244 s 26 are each anmended to read
as follows:

In addition to all other fees prescribed for the proportional
registration of vehicles under this chapter, the departnent shall
collect a vehicle transaction fee each tinme a vehicle is added to a
Washi ngt on-based fleet, and each tine the proportional registration of
a Washi ngt on-based vehicle is renewed. ((Fhetransactionfee+s—alse

i cabl T : I I hi el : hi ol hi
cal cul ates and assesses fees/taxes for the state of Vashington.)) The
exact anount of the vehicle transaction fee shall be fixed by rule but
shall not exceed ten dollars. This fee shall be deposited in the notor
vehi cl e fund.

Sec. 9. RCW46.87.140 and 2003 ¢ 85 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Any owner engaged in interstate operations of one or nore
fleets of apportionable ((er—eomreretal)) vehicles may, in lieu of
registration of the vehicles under chapter 46.16 RCW register and
license the vehicles of each fleet under this chapter by filing a
proporti onal registration application for each fleet wth the

departnent. ( ( Fhe—rnonmptor—vehi-cles—ol Vashington-basedHeets—which
w i ediot] I . . . : I

i i —)) The application shall contain the
followi ng informati on and such other information pertinent to vehicle
registration as the departnent nmay require:

(a) A description and identification of each vehicle of the fleet.

p. 11 HB 1259. SL
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registrant—shall—al se—i+ndiecate)) The nenber jurisdictions in which

registration is desired and ((furntsh)) such other information as
((these)) nenber jurisdictions require.

(c) An original or renewal application shall also be acconpani ed by
a mleage schedule for each fleet.

(d) The USDOT nunber issued to the registrant and the USDOT nunber
of the notor carrier responsible for the safety of the vehicle, if
different.

(e) A conpleted Motor Carrier ldentification Report (MCS-150) at
the tine of fleet renewal or at the time of vehicle registration, if
requi red by the departnent.

(f) The Taxpayer Identification Nunber of the registrant and the
notor carrier responsible for the safety of the vehicle, if different.

(2) Each application shall, at the tinme and in the manner required
by the departnent, be supported by paynent of a fee conputed as
fol | ows:

(a) Divide the in-jurisdiction mles by the total mles and carry
the answer to the nearest thousandth of a percent (three places beyond
the decimal, e.g. 10.543%. This factor is known as the prorate
per cent age.

(b) Determne the total proratable fees and taxes required for each
vehicle in the fleet for which registration is requested, based on the
regul ar annual fees and taxes or applicable fees and taxes for the
unexpired portion of the registration year under the laws of each
jurisdiction for which fees or taxes are to be cal cul at ed.

{ ( Vashinglon-based—nonnpto ah o . O R

due—this—statefor—Ffu-—eensing—)) Applicable fees and taxes for

vehi cl es of Washington-based fleets are those prescribed under RCW
46. 16. 070, 46.16.085, and 82.38.075, as applicable. If, during the
registration period, the | essor of an apportioned vehicle changes and

HB 1259. SL p. 12
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the vehicle remains in the fleet of the registrant, the departnment
shall only charge those fees prescribed for the issuance of new
apportioned |license plates, validation tabs, and cab card.

(c) Multiply the total, proratable fees or taxes for each notor
vehicle by the prorate percentage applicable to the desired
jurisdiction and round the results to the nearest cent. ((Fees—and

: hiel bei L il Leul I
i A (b) of thi I on))

(d) Add the total fees and taxes determned in (c) of this
subsection for each vehicle to the nonproratable fees required under
the laws of the jurisdiction for which fees are being calcul ated.
Nonproratabl e fees required for vehicles of Washi ngton-based fleets are
the admnistrative fee required by RCW 82.38.075, if applicable, and
the vehicle transaction fee pursuant to the provisions of RCW
46. 87. 130.

(e) ((Add—the—total—ftees—and—taxes—determned—n—{tdr—ol—this
subsection for each vehicle listed on the application — Assumng the

Corpact—Under—theprovisions—ofthe+RP-)) The anount due and payabl e
for the application ((wewld—be)) is the sum of the fees and taxes
((referredto+n{drof thissubseetion,)) calculated for each nenber
jurisdiction in which registration of the fleet is desired.

(3) Al assessnents for proportional registration fees are due and
payable in United States funds on the date presented or nailed to the
registrant at the address listed in the proportional registration
records of the departnent. The registrant my petition for
reassessnent of the fees or taxes due under this section wthin thirty
days of the date of original service as provided for in this chapter

Sec. 10. RCW 46.87.190 and 1987 c¢ 244 s 32 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnment may suspend or cancel the exenptions, benefits, or
privileges granted under chapter 46.85 RCW or this chapter to any
person or business firmwho violates any of the conditions or terns of
t he | RP( (—Aéstern—Conpact—or—dectarationss)) or who violates the | aws
of this state relating to the operation or registration of vehicles or
rules lawfully adopted thereunder.

p. 13 HB 1259. SL
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW46.87.085 (Staggered renewal periods) and 1993 ¢ 307 s 17;

(2) RCW46.87.170 (Recal cul ation of prorate percentage--Additional
fees and taxes) and 1987 c 244 s 30;

(3) RCW46.87.180 (Conditions on fleet vehicles) and 1987 c 244 s
31; and

(4) RCW46.87.901 (Effective date--1986 c¢ 18; 1985 c 380) and 1986
c 18 s 27 & 1985 ¢ 380 s 25.

Passed by the House March 8, 2005.

Passed by the Senate April 12, 2005.

Approved by the Governor April 26, 2005.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 26, 2005.
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