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ENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 2185

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Newhouse, Conway and Condotta

Read first tinme 02/ 22/2005. Referred to Commttee on Cormerce & Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to residence nodifications for injured workers; and
addi ng a new section to chapter 51.36 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 51.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that there is a need to clarify the
process and standards under which the departnent provides residence
nodi fication assistance to workers who have sustained catastrophic
injury.

(2) The director shall adopt rules that take effect no later than
nine nonths after the effective date of this section to establish
gui delines and processes for residence nodification pursuant to RCW
51. 36. 020( 7).

(3) In developing rules under this section, the director shall
consult wth interested persons, including persons with expertise in
the rehabilitation of catastrophically disabled individuals and
nodi fications for adaptive housing.

(4) These rules nust address at |east the foll ow ng:

p. 1 EHB 2185. SL



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NRRRRRRRRPR PR
W N R O O oo N O D WOWDN L O

(a) The process for a catastrophically injured worker to access the
resi dence nodification benefits provided by RCW51. 36. 020; and

(b) How the departnent nmay address the needs and preferences of the
i ndividual worker on a case-by-case basis taking into account
information provided by the injured worker. For purposes of
determining the needs and requirenents of the worker under RCW
51. 36. 020, including whether a nodification is nedically necessary, the
departnment nust consider all available information regarding the
medi cal condition and physical restrictions of the injured worker,
including the opinion of the worker's attending health services

provi der.
(5) The rul es should be based upon nationally accepted guidelines
and publications addressing adaptive residential housing. The

departnent nust consider the guidelines established by the United
States departnent of veterans affairs in their publication entitled
"Handbook for Desi gn: Specially Adapted Housing," and the
recomendati ons published in "The Accessible Housing Design File" by
Barrier Free Environnments, Inc.

(6) In developing rules under this section, the director shall
consult with other persons with an interest in inproving standards for
adapti ve housi ng.

(7) The director shall report by Decenber 2007 to the appropriate
commttees of the legislature on the rules adopted under this section.

Passed by the House April 19, 2005.

Passed by the Senate April 13, 2005.

Approved by the Governor May 11, 2005.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 11, 2005.
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