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Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on State CGovernnent Operations & Accountability
(originally sponsored by Representatives Sinpson, Wods and Hunt)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 02/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to clarifying that special district boards,
councils, and commssions may publicly take positions on ballot
measur es; anmendi ng RCW 42.17.130; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the public
benefits from an open and inclusive discussion of proposed ball ot
nmeasures by local elected | eaders, and that for twenty-five years these
di scussi ons have included the opportunity for el ected boards, councils,
and comm ssions of special purpose districts to vote in open public
nmeetings in order to express their support of, or opposition to, ballot
propositions affecting their jurisdictions.

(2) The legislature intends to affirmand clarify the state's |ong-
standing policy of promoting informed public discussion and
understanding of ballot propositions by allowng elected boards,
councils, and commssions of special purpose districts to adopt
resol uti ons supporting or opposing ballot propositions.

Sec. 2. RCW42.17.130 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 265 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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No el ective official nor any enpl oyee of his office nor any person
appointed to or enployed by any public office or agency nay use or
authorize the use of any of the facilities of a public office or
agency, directly or indirectly, for the purpose of assisting a canpaign
for election of any person to any office or for the pronotion of or
opposition to any ballot proposition. Facilities of a public office or
agency include, but are not |limted to, use of stationery, postage,
machi nes, and equipnment, use of enployees of the office or agency
during working hours, vehicles, office space, publications of the
of fice or agency, and clientele |lists of persons served by the office
or agency((—PROA-BED—TFhat—the foregotngprovisiens—of)). However,
this ((seet+en——shalt)) does not apply to the follow ng activities:

(1) Action taken at an open public neeting by nenbers of an el ected

| egi sl ative body or by an elected board, council, or conm ssion of a
speci al purpose district including, but not limted to, fire districts,
public hospital districts, library districts, park districts, port

districts, public utility districts, school districts, sewer districts,
and water districts, to express a collective decision, or to actually
vote upon a notion, proposal, resolution, order, or ordinance, or to
support or oppose a ballot proposition so long as (a) any required
notice of the neeting includes the title and nunber of the ball ot
proposition, and (b) nenbers of the legislative body, nenbers of the
board, council, or commssion of the special purpose district, or
menbers of the public are afforded an approxi mately equal opportunity
for the expression of an opposing view,

(2) A statenment by an elected official in support of or in
opposition to any ball ot proposition at an open press conference or in
response to a specific inquiry;

(3) Activities which are part of the nornmal and regul ar conduct of
the office or agency.

Passed by the House February 14, 2006.

Passed by the Senate March 2, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 24, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 24, 2006.
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