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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6197

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Franklin, Regala, Eide, Prentice, Fraser, Brown, Kline, Kohl-Wlles
and Shin)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 7/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of the governor's interagency
coordinating council on health disparities; anending RCW 43.20.025;
addi ng new sections to chapter 43.20 RCW and addi ng a new section to
chapter 44.28 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that wonen and people of color experience
significant disparities from nen and the general population in
educati on, enploynent, healthful living conditions, access to health
care, and other social determnants of health. The |legislature finds
that these circunstances coupled wth Jlower, slower, and |ess
culturally appropriate and gender appropriate access to needed nedi cal
care result in higher rates of norbidity and nortality for wonen and
persons of color than observed in the general population. Heal t h
disparities are defined by the national institute of health as the
di fferences in incidence, prevalence, nortality, and burden of disease
and other adverse health <conditions that exist anong specific
popul ation groups in the United States.
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It is the intent of the Washington state |legislature to create the
healthiest state in the nation by striving to elimnate health
di sparities in people of color and between nen and wonen. |In neeting
the intent of this act, the legislature creates the governor's
i nt eragency coordinating council on health disparities. This counci
shall create an action plan and statewide policy to include health
i npact reviews that neasure and address other social determ nants of
health that lead to disparities as well as the contributing factors of
health that can have broad inpacts on inproving status, health
literacy, physical activity, and nutrition.

Sec. 2. RCW 43.20.025 and 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 9 s 208 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Comm ssions"” neans the Washi ngton state conm ssion on African-
Anerican affairs established in chapter 43.113 RCW the Washington
state comm ssion on Asian Pacific Anmerican affairs established in
chapter 43.117 RCW the WAshington state conm ssion on Hi spanic affairs
established in chapter 43.115 RCW and the governor's office of Indian
affairs.

(2) "Consuner representative" nmeans any person who is not an
el ected official, who has no fiduciary obligation to a health facility
or other health agency, and who has no material financial interest in
the rendering of health services.

(()) (3) "Council"™ neans the ((health—eare—acecess—and—cost
eontrol)) governor's interagency coordinating council on health
di sparities, convened according to this chapter.

((3))) (4) "Departnent” neans the departnment of health.

((64))) (5) "Health disparities" neans the difference in incidence,
preval ence, nortality, or burden of disease and other adverse health
conditions, including lack of access to proven health care services
that exists between specific population groups in Washington state.

(6) "Health inpact review' neans a review of a legislative or
budgetary proposal conpleted according to the terns of this chapter
that determnes the extent to which the proposal inproves or
exacerbates health disparities.

2SSB 6197. SL p. 2
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(7) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health, or the secretary's
desi gnee.

((5y)) (8) "Local health board" neans a health board created
pursuant to chapter 70.05, 70.08, or 70.46 RCW

((668y)) (9) "Local health officer” nmeans the legally qualified
physi cian appointed as a health officer pursuant to chapter 70.05
70.08, or 70.46 RCW

((A)) (10) "Social determ nants of health" nmeans those el enents
of social structure nost closely shown to affect health and ill ness,
including at a mninmum early learning, education, socioeconomc
standi ng, safe housing, gender, incidence of violence, convenient and
af fordabl e access to safe opportunities for physical activity, healthy
diet, and appropriate health care services.

(11) "State board" neans the state board of health created under
chapter 43.20 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In collaboration with staff whom the office of financial
managenent may assign, and within funds nmade expressly available to the
state board for these purposes, the state board shall assist the
governor by convening and providing assistance to the council. The
council shall include one representative from each of the follow ng
groups: Each of the conmm ssions, the state board, the departnent, the
departnment of social and health services, the departnent of community,
trade, and economc developnent, the health care authority, the
departnent of agriculture, the departnent of ecology, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, the departnment of early |earning,
the work force training and education coordinating board, and two
menbers of the public who will represent the interests of health care
consuners. The council is a class one group under RCW 43.03.220. The
two public nenbers shall be paid per diem and travel expenses in
accordance with RCW43.03. 050 and 43.03.060. The council shall reflect

diversity in race, ethnicity, and gender. The governor or the
governor's designee shall chair the council
(2) The council shall pronote and facilitate comunication

coordination, and collaboration anong relevant state agencies and
communities of color, and the private sector and public sector, to

p. 3 2SSB 6197. SL



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e ol
o O~ W N PP O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

address health disparities. The council shall conduct public hearings,
inquiries, studies, or other fornms of information gathering to
under stand how the actions of state governnment aneliorate or contribute
to health disparities. All state agencies nust cooperate with the
council's efforts.

(3) The council with assistance fromthe state board, shall assess
t hrough public hearings, review of existing data, and other neans, and
recoomend initiatives for inproving the availability of culturally
appropriate health literature and interpretive services within public
and private health-rel ated agenci es.

(4) In order to assist with its work, the council shall establish
advi sory conmttees to assist in plan devel opnent for specific issues

and shall I nclude nmenbers of other state agencies and |oca
comruni ti es.
(5 The advisory commttee shall reflect diversity in race,

ethnicity, and gender.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 43.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The council shall consider in its deliberations and by 2012, create
an action plan for elimnating health disparities. The action plan
must address, but is not I|imted to, the followng diseases,
conditions, and health indicators: D abetes, asthma, infant nortality,
H V/ AIDS, heart disease, strokes, breast cancer, cervical cancer,
prostate cancer, chronic kidney disease, sudden infant death syndrone
(SIDS), nmental health, wonen's health issues, snoking cessation, ora
di sease, and i mmuni zation rates of children and senior citizens. The

council shall prioritize the diseases, conditions, and health
indicators according to prevalence and severity of the health
di sparity. The council shall address these priorities on an

increnental basis by adding no nore than five of the diseases,
conditions, and health indicators to each update or revised version of
the action plan. The action plan shall be updated biannually. The
council shall neet as often as necessary but not |less than two tines
per cal endar year. The council shall report its progress with the
action plan to the governor and the legislature no later than January
15, 2008. A second report shall be presented no | ater than January 15,
2010, and a third report from the council shall be presented to the

2SSB 6197. SL p. 4
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governor and the legislature no later than January 15, 2012.
Thereafter, the governor and | egislature shall require progress updates
fromthe council every four years in odd-nunbered years. The action
pl an shall recognize the need for flexibility.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 43.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The state board shall, to the extent that funds are avail able
expressly for this purpose, conplete health inpact reviews, in
collaboration with the council, and with assistance that shall be

provi ded by any state agency of which the board nmakes a request.

(1) A health inpact review may be initiated by a witten request
submtted according to fornms and procedures proposed by the council and
approved by the state board before Decenber 1, 2006.

(2) Any state legislator or the governor may request a review of
any proposal for a state legislative or budgetary change. Upon
receiving a request for a health inpact review fromthe governor or a
menber of the legislature during a |l egislative session, the state board
shall deliver the health inpact review to the requesting party in no
nore than ten days.

(3) The state board may |imt the nunber of health inpact reviews
it produces to retain quality while operating within its available
resour ces.

(4) A state agency may decline a request to provide assistance if
conplying with the request would not be feasible while operating within
its avail abl e resources.

(5) Upon delivery of the review to the requesting party, it shal
be a public docunent, and shall be available on the state board' s web
site.

(6) The review shall be based on the best available enpirica
i nformati on and professional assunptions available to the state board
within the tine required for conpleting the review. The review should
consider direct inpacts on health disparities as well as changes in the
soci al determ nants of health.

(7) The state board and the departnent shall collaborate to obtain
any federal or private funding that nay becone avail able to inpl enent
the state board's duties under this chapter. I f the departnent
recei ves such funding, the departnent shall allocate it to the state
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board and affected agencies to inplenent its duties under this chapter,
and any state general funds that may have been appropriated but are no
| onger needed by the state board shall |apse to the state general fund.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 43.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The state board and the departnent shall collaborate to obtain any
federal or private funding that nay becone avail able to i nplenent the
state board's duties under this chapter. | f the departnent receives
such funding, the departnent shall allocate it to the state board to
inplement its duties under this chapter, and any state general funds
that may have been appropriated but are no | onger needed by the state
board shall | apse to the state general fund.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 44.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The joint commttee shall conduct a review of the governor's
i nteragency coordinating council on health disparities and its
functi ons. The review shall be substantially the sane as a sunset
revi ew under chapter 43.131 RCW The joint commttee shall present its
findings to appropriate conmttees of the |egislature by Decenber 1,
2016.

Passed by the Senate March 7, 2006.

Passed by the House March 2, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 27, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 27, 2006.
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