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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6635

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Franklin, Benton, Zarelli, Stevens, Honeyford
and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Rel ating to adoption; anmendi ng RCW 26. 33. 045 and 26. 33. 400;
creating new sections; and repealing RCW 26. 33. 410.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW26.33.045 and 1995 ¢ 270 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) An adoption shall not be del ayed or denied on the basis of the
race, color, or national origin of the adoptive parent or the child
i nvol ved. However, when the departnment or an agency consi ders whet her
a placenent option is in a child s best interests, the departnent or
agency may consider the cultural, ethnic, or racial background of the
child and the capacity of prospective adoptive parents to neet the
needs of a child of this background. This provision shall not apply to
or affect the application of the Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978, 25
U S C Sec. 1901 et seq.

(2) The departnent shall create standardized training to be
provided to all departnent enployees involved in the placenent of a

child to assure conpliance with Title IV of the civil rights act of

1964 and the nultiethnic placenent act of 1994 as anended by the

p. 1 ESSB 6635. SL
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interethnic adoption provisions of the small business job protection
act of 1996. Such training shall be open to agency enpl oyees.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The departnment of health, in cooperation
with the departnent of social and health services, shall recomend a
process for the efficient <collection, conpilation, and annua
publication of adoption statistical data, including data regarding
fees, costs, and expenses paid by adoptive famlies. I n devel opi ng
recommendati ons, the departnent of health and the departnent of social
and health services shall consider current processes and requirenents
for adoption data collection and reporting. The departnent of health
shall report to the legislature not later than October 1, 2006,
regarding its recommendati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of social and health services
shall, in consultation with adoption advocates, representatives of
adoption agencies, adoption attorneys, child-placing agencies, birth
and adoptive parents and adapters, federally recognized tribes, and
representatives of the superior court judges:

(1) Review the fees associated with children adopted out of the
foster care system who are dependents of the state of Washington. The
review shall include a determnation of whether fees or any other
factors are barriers to adoptions of children out of the foster care
system and

(2) Study accreditation standards devel oped for adoption agenci es,
i ncludi ng the standards devel oped by the council on accreditation for
children and famly services. The departnment shall brief the
| egi slature by January 1, 2007, on recomendations related to
accreditation standards and reducing any barriers that my exist
pertaining to the adoption of children who are dependents of the state
of Washi ngt on.

Sec. 4. RCW26.33.400 and 1991 c 136 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Unless the context clearly requires otherw se, "advertisenent"”
means communi cation by newspaper, radio, television, handbills,
pl acards or other print, broadcast, or the electronic nedium Thi s
definition applies throughout this section.

ESSB 6635. SL p. 2
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(2) No person or entity shall <cause to be published for
circulation, or broadcast on a radio or television station, within the
geographic borders of this state, an advertisenent of a child or
children offered or wanted for adoption, or shall hold hinself or
hersel f out through such advertisenent as having the ability to place,
| ocate, dispose, or receive a child or children for adoption unless
such person or entity is:

(a) A duly authorized agent, contractee, or enployee of the
departnment or a children's agency or institution licensed by the
departnment to care for and place children

(b) A person who has a conpl eted preplacenent report as set forth
in RCW 26.33.190 (1) and (2) or chapter 26.34 RCW with a favorable
recommendation as to the fitness of the person to be an adoptive
parent, or such person's duly authorized unconpensated agent, or such
person's attorney who 1is licensed to practice in the state.
Verification of conpliance with the requirenents of this section shal
consist of a witten declaration by the person or entity who prepared
t he prepl acenent report.

Nothing in this section prohibits an attorney |icensed to practice
in Washington state from advertising his or her availability to
practice or provide services related to the adoption of children.

(3)(a) A violation of subsection (2) of this section is a matter

affecting the public interest ((fer—the—purpese—of—apphyng—echapter
19 86—RON—A—violation—of—subseetion—{2)—of—this—seetton—+s—not
A—v-olati+on—ef—subseetion—(2)—ofthis—seetioen)) and constitutes an
unfair or deceptive act or practice in trade or comerce for the
pur pose of applying chapter 19.86 RCW

(b) The attorney general may bring an action in the nane of the
state against any person violating the provisions of this section in
accordance with the provisions of RCW 19. 86. 080.

(c) Nothing in this section applies to any radio or television
station or any publisher, printer, or distributor of any newspaper,
magazine, billboard, or other advertising nedium which accepts
advertising in good faith w thout know edge of its violation of any
provision of this section after an attenpt to verify the advertising is
in conpliance with this section.

p. 3 ESSB 6635. SL



1 NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. RCW 26.33.410 (Advertisenents--Exenption)
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Passed by the Senate March 7, 2006.
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