VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2381
March 28, 2006

To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning, wthout ny approval, House Bill No. 2381
entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to allowing the reintroduction of
beavers into the historic habitat of the species.”

House Bi |l 2381 woul d require Washington State's Departnent of
Fish and Wildlife (WOFW to issue a permt to individuals for
the capture of live beavers in areas of the state where beaver
popul ati ons are considered a nui sance. The permt also allows
the transport and release of beavers within the state on
property owned by the permt hol der.

| understand that sone |andowners w sh to have beavers
rel eased on their property, and that beavers can contribute
positively to stream restoration and wldlife habitat.
Certainly, in circunstances where relocation can be achieved
wi t hout causing harm to adjacent properties, WDOFW should be
responsive, and should exercise its existing authority to trap
beavers in problem areas and relocate them The issue that
House Bill 2381 addresses is not about the need for
| egislative authority so nmuch as it 1is about receiving
priority attention w thin WDFW

Wiile | amvetoing this bill, | have secured a commtnment from
WDFW to take three steps to be nore responsive to | andowner
requests for beaver relocation.

WDFW has committed in witing to:

1. Instruct WOFW field staff to work nore aggressively
with interested | andowners to rel ocate beavers on appropriate
private properties where the benefits clearly outweigh the
potential risks associated with future beaver-rel ated damge;

2. The WOFWs Director wll work wth senior WFW
enforcenent staff to identify a point person responsible for
devel opnent and inplenentation of an effective beaver
rel ocati on process, and;

3. The WDFW will deliver to the Ofice of the Governor
and all relevant legislative commttees of the Wshington
State House and Senate, a report on beaver relocation activity
conduct ed during 2006. The report will be delivered by January
1, 2007, and shall include information on the nunber of



| andowner requests for beavers, the nunber of requests that
were filled, and the nunmber of beavers actually rel ocated.

| believe these steps will address the underlying frustration

behi nd House Bill No. 2381. | look forward to tracki ng WDFW s
per f ormance accordi ng to above-noted neasures.

For these reasons, | have vetoed House Bill No. 2381 in its
entirety.

Respectfully subm tted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



