HB 1811 - DI GEST

Finds it is in the public interest to regulate the
practice of soil science in order to protect |life, property,
health, and to pronote public welfare; to define the practice
of soil science as a profession by establishing mninmm
standards of ethical conduct and professional responsibility
and by establishing professional education and experience
requi renents; and to prevent abuses in the practice of soil
science by untrained or unprincipled individuals.

Creates an advisory conmittee to provide reconmendati ons
to the board and the director concerning the adm nistration of
this act.

Requires the advisory conmttee to nake reconmendati ons
to the board regarding: (1) Devel oping and adopting rules to
admnister this chapter including, but not Ilimted to,
eval uating the experience, scope, and standards of practice of
soi |l science;

(2) Reviewing conplaints and investigations pertaining to
t he practice of soil science; and

(3) Performng other duties deened necessary by the
director or the board.

Decl ares that the director has the followi ng authority
adm nistering this act: (1) To adopt, amend, and rescind rul
approved by the board as deened necessary to carry out th
chapter;

(2) To adopt fees as provided in RCW43. 24. 086;

(3) To adm nister |icensing exam nations approved by the
board and to adopt or recogni ze exam nations prepared by other
or gani zati ons as approved by the board,;

(4) To adopt standards of professional conduct and
practice as approved by the board; and

(5) To enter into an assurance of discontinuance in |ieu
of issuing a statenment of charges or conducting a hearing. The
assurance nust consist of a statenment of the law in question
and an agreenent to not violate the stated provision.
Vi ol ati on of an assurance under this provision is grounds for
di sci plinary action.

Provides that, in order to become a |I|icensed soi
scientist, an applicant nust neet the foll ow ng requirenents:
(1) An applicant who applies for soil scientist |icensing
before July 1, 2006, is considered qualified for I|icensing,
without further witten examnation, if the applicant
possesses the specific record of being a current soil science
society of Anmerica certified professional soil scientist or
certified professional soil classifier in good standing.

(2) On or after July 1, 2006, in order to becone a
licensed soil scientist, an applicant nust: (a) Be of good
noral and ethical character as attested to by letters of
reference submtted by the applicant or as otherw se
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determ ned by the board; (b) have graduated from a course of
study in soil science satisfactory to the board or satisfy
educational equivalents determ ned by the board; (c) have a
docunented record of a mninmum of five years of experience
obtained after the conpletion of the academ c requirenents
specified in this section, in soil science work of a character
satisfactory to the board, denonstrating that the applicant is
qualified to assunme responsible charge of such work upon
licensing as a soil scientist. The board requires that three
years of the experience be gai ned under the supervision of a
soil scientist licensed in this or any other state, or under
the supervision of others who, in the opinion of the board,
are qualified to have responsi bl e charge of soil science work;
(d) pass an exam nation covering the fundanentals and practice
of soil science prescribed or accepted by the board; and (e)
nmeet other general or individual requirenents established by
the board under its authority under this act.



