HB 2754-S - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 2ND SUB)

Finds that: (1) A significant nunber of Washington
citizens answered the call to serve our country in recent
mlitary action | eavi ng behi nd famlies, comunity,
enpl oynent, and educati on;

(2) Many soldiers returning to their famlies and
communities face transition problens in areas such as famly
reuni fication, enploynent, education, and health;

(3) Wiile the Washington state departnent of veterans
affairs has provided services to many returning soldiers, a
significant nunber have returned to famlies and comunities
wi thout <continuing ties to the mlitary departnent or
veterans' adm nistration, but still in need of help; and

(4) CQur state needs to honor and serve those who have
protected our security and safety.

Creates in the departnent a veterans innovations program
whi ch consists of the defenders' fund and the conpetitive
grant program The purpose of the veterans innovations program
is to provide crisis and energency relief and education,
training, and enploynent assistance to veterans and their
famlies in their conmunities.

Creates the defenders' fund to provide assistance to
menbers of the Washington national guard and reservists who
served in Operation Enduring Freedom Operation lragi Freedom
or Operation Noble Eagle, and who are experiencing financial
hardshi ps in enpl oynent, education, housing, and health care
due to the significant period of tinme away from hone serving
our country. The program shall be admnistered by the
departnment. Eligibility determ nations shall be nade by the
departnent. Eligible veterans may receive a one-tine grant of
no nore than five hundred dollars.

Appropriates the sumof ten mllion dollars, or as much
t hereof as may be necessary, fromthe state general fund for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, solely for deposit in
t he veterans innovations program account created in this act.

Appropriates the sumof six mllion dollars, or as much
thereof as may be necessary, for the fiscal biennium ending
June 30, 2007, from the veterans innovations program account
to the departnment of veterans affairs solely for the purposes
of this act. O this amount, two mllion dollars is provided
solely for the defenders' fund in section 4 of this act and
four mllion dollars is provided solely for the conpetitive
grant programin section 5 of this act.



