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HOUSE BI LL 1087

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Appleton, Jarrett, Haigh, Hudgins, Hasegawa,
G een, Hur st , McDernot t , Hunt , Di ckerson, Darnei | | e, Si npson,
Fl annigan, O Brien, Upthegrove, Eddy, WIllians, Kirby, Goodman,
Roberts, Wl sh, Canpbel I, W&l | ace, Ei ckneyer, Dunshee, Conway,
Sommers, Rolfes, Hal er, Takko, Pedersen, Chase, Sells, Onsby, Schual -
Ber ke, Kenney, Springer, Meller, Wod and Santos

Read first time 01/10/2007. Referred to Commttee on State
Governnent & Tribal Affairs.

AN ACT Relating to paynent of petition signature gatherers; adding
a new section to chapter 29A.84 RCW creating a new section; and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the preservation
of the integrity of the initiative and referendum process is of utnost
inportance to the citizens of Wshington. In Prete v. Bradbury, the
court of appeals for the ninth circuit concluded that an Oregon |aw
banni ng paynent of electoral petition signature gatherers on a per-
signature basis is not per se unconstitutional. Courts of appeals for
the second and eighth circuits have upheld | aws banning paynent per-
signature in New York and North Dakota as wel|.

The legislature finds that paying workers based on the nunber of
signatures obtained on an initiative or referendum petition increases
the possibility of fraud in the signature gathering process. Thi s
practice may encourage the signature gatherer to m srepresent a ball ot
measure, to apply undue pressure on a person to sign a petition that
the person is not qualified to sign, to encourage signing even if the
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person has previously signed, or to invite forgery. To protect the
process from fraudul ent practices, conpensation per-signature needs to
be addressed i n Washi ngt on.

NEW SECTI ON.

Sec.

to read as foll ows:
A person who pays or
signatures obtained on an initiative or referendum petition is guilty

2.

A new section is added to chapter 29A 84 RCW

recei ves consi derati on based on the nunber of

of a m sdeneanor punishable to the sane extent as a m sdeneanor that is
RCW 9A. 20. 021

puni shabl e under
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