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HOUSE BI LL 1618

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Anderson, Priest, Mrrell, Haigh and Hunter

Read first tine 01/ 24/ 2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to aligning standards for high school graduation,
col | ege readi ness, and college adm ssion; anending 2006 ¢ 263 s 405
(uncodified); and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that too many students
graduate from hi gh school unprepared for college or entrance into the
wor kforce. There is no clear relation between the coursework required
for a high school diploma and the skills and know edge needed to
succeed in college, whether the <college program is academc or
technical in nature. There is also no comobn standard anong the
state's two and four-year institutions of higher education as to what
constitutes readi ness for college-level work as opposed to placenent in
remedi al courses. Therefore the legislature intends to direct the
responsible state agencies to work together to define and align
standards for high school graduation, college readiness, and college
adm ssi on.

Sec. 2. 2006 c 263 s 405 (uncodified) is anended to read as
fol | ows:

p. 1 HB 1618



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W WWWWNNNNMNNNMNNMNNNRERRRERERRERLEREPRPR
D WONRPROOOOMNOOUOAODNWNEROOOOW-NOOOUAWRINIERO

35
36
37

(1) The state board of education shall develop and propose a
revised definition of the ((purpoese—and)) expectations for high school
di pl omas issued by public schools in Washington state. The revised
definition shall ((address—whether—attainrent—of—ahigh-—school—diplona
rs—tntended—to)) signify that a student is ready for success in
college((+)) as well as ready for successful and gainful enploynent in
t he wor kpl ace( ( —er—soere—corbination—of theseand other—objectives)).
In addition to identifying necessary courses and course content, the
revised definition shall ((feeus—en)) address the know edge, skills,
and abilities that students are expected to ((dempnstrate)) achieve to
receive a high school diploma, as well as the various nethods to be
used to neasure student performance((;—+ather—than+foecusing—onr—coursess
eredits—seat—tre——and—test—seores) ) . The board shall reconmmend
college preparatory and career and technical pathways of equal rigor
for students to obtain a diplom. The board shall also reconmmend
enhancenents to the college preparatory and career and technical
pat hways for highly capable students.

(2) ((In developing the revised definition of the high school
ehplora-)) The state board of education shall examne options for
creating endorsenents on the standard diploma or creating honors
di plomas for students who successfully conplete an advanced college
preparatory pathway or an advanced career and technical education
pat hway.

(3) The state board of education shall consult wth educators,
parents, institutions of higher education, enployers, and community
| eaders. The board shall also work with the state board for community
and technical colleges, the higher education coordinating board, and
t he workforce training and educati on coordi nati ng board.

((63))) (4) The state board of education shall submt the proposed
revised definition of the high school diplom, recommended pathways for
students to obtain the diploma, and recomendations regarding
endorsenents or honors di ploms, along with any necessary revisions to
state statutes and rules, to the education conmnmttees of the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The higher education coordinating board and
the state board for community and technical colleges, in consultation
with the public four-year institutions of higher education, shal
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devel op common college placenent tests, one each in the areas of
mat hematics and Engli sh. The boards shall also set common cutoff
scores for determning student qualifications for college-Ievel
coursework in mathematics and English. Al public two and four-year
institutions of higher education shall use the common col | ege pl acenent
tests and the comon cutoff scores when determning student
qualifications for college-level coursewdrk in mathematics and Engli sh.
The tests and scores shall be developed and inplenented by the
begi nning of the 2008-09 academ c year.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The higher education coordinating board, in
consultation wth the state board of education, the state board for
community and technical colleges, and the public four-year institutions
of higher education, shall examne and revise mninmm adm Ssions
standards for four-year institutions of higher education so that the
standards are aligned wth state mninmum high school graduation
requirenents and aligned with the standards and expectations for
col |l ege readi ness, particularly in core academ c subjects such as math,
sci ence, and Engli sh. Revi sed m ni num adm ssions standards shall be
i npl enented no | ater than Septenber 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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