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H 1519. 2

HOUSE BI LL 2046

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Schindler and Springer

Read first tinme 02/06/2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to protection of environmentally critical areas;
amendi ng RCW 36. 70A. 172; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature affirns that the designation
of critical areas pursuant to RCW 36.70A 170 and the adoption of
regul ations to protect critical areas pursuant to RCW 36.70A. 060 are
duties under the growth managenent act. The | egislature recognizes
that the scientific method itself is policy neutral, and in this
context is intended to inform not dictate, the specific outcone of the
| ocal legislative process.

Sec. 2. RCW 36.70A.172 and 1995 ¢ 347 s 105 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In designating and protecting critical areas under this
chapter, counties and cities shall ((+reludethebest—avatlableseience
Hr—developtng)) use the scientific nmethod as set forth in RCW
90.58.100(1) to develop policies and developnment regulations ((te
proteet)) that assure no net loss of the functions and values of
critical areas that existed at the tinme of their designation pursuant
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to RCW 36. 70A. 170. In addition, counties and cities shall give specia
consideration to conservation or protection neasures necessary to
preserve or enhance anadronous fisheries.

(2) The requirenent to include the scientific nethod under
subsection (1) of this section is satisfied if buffers in a critica
area ordinance are within the range of buffers previously adopted and
established by any | ocal governnent based on best avail able science for
the sane category or type of critical area.

(3) If it determnes that advice fromscientific or other experts
is necessary or wll be of substantial assistance in reaching its
deci sion, a growth managenent hearings board may retain scientific or
other expert advice to assist in reviewwng a petition under RCW
36. 70A. 290 that involves critical areas.

--- END ---
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