©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

H 3756. 1

HOUSE BI LL 2645

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Ericks, Rodne, and O Brien

Read first tinme 01/15/08. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to prosecuting attorney salaries; anmending RCW
36.17.020; creating a new section; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that an el ected county
prosecuting attorney functions as both a state officer in pursuing
crimnal cases on behalf of the state of Washington, and as a county
of ficer who acts as civil counsel for the county, and provi des services
to school districts and | esser taxing districts by statute.

The prosecuting attorney's dual role as a state officer and a
county officer is reflected in various provisions of the state
Constitution and within state statute. RCW36.17.020 provides that the
salary and benefits of an elected prosecuting attorney are divided
between the county and the state -- the sanme as for superior court
j udges.

The legislature finds that the responsibilities and decisions
required of the elected prosecuting attorney are essentially the sane
in every county wthin Washington state, from a decision to seek the
death penalty in an aggravated nurder case, to the decision not to
prosecute but refer an offender to drug court; from a decision to
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pursue child rape charges based solely upon the testinony of the child,
to a decision to divert juvenile offenders out of the justice system
Therefore, the legislature finds that prosecuting attorneys need to
exercise the sane |level of skill and expertise in the |east popul ous
county as in the nost popul ous county.

The legislature finds that the salary of the elected county
prosecuting attorney should be tied to that of a superior court judge.
This furthers the state's interests and responsibilities under the
state Constitution, and is consistent with the current practice of
several counties in Washington state, the practices of several other
states, and the national district attorneys' association national
st andar ds.

Sec. 2. RCW36.17.020 and 2001 ¢ 73 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The county legislative authority of each county or a county
comm ssi oner or council nenber sal ary conm ssi on which conforns with RCW
36.17.024 is authorized to establish the salaries of the elected
officials of the county. One-half of the salary of each prosecuting
attorney shall be paid by the state. The annual salary of a county
el ected official shall not be less than the foll ow ng:

(1) In each county wth a population of one mllion or nore:
Auditor, clerk, treasurer, sheriff, nmenbers of the county |egislative
authority, and coroner, eighteen thousand dollars; and assessor,
ni net een t housand dol | ar s( (—and—presecuting—attorney—thirtythousand
Hhiree—hundred—dolars) )

(2) In each county with a population of from two hundred ten
thousand to less than one mllion: Audi tor, seventeen thousand six
hundred dollars; clerk, seventeen thousand six hundred dollars;
treasurer, seventeen thousand six hundred dollars; sheriff, nineteen
t housand five hundred dol |l ars; assessor, seventeen thousand six hundred
dollars; ((prosecuting—attorney—btwenty-four—thousand—etght—hundred
doH-ars+-)) nenbers of the county legislative authority, nineteen
t housand five hundred dollars; and coroner, seventeen thousand siXx
hundred dol | ars;

(3) In each county with a population of from one hundred twenty-
five thousand to | ess than two hundred ten thousand: Auditor, sixteen
t housand dollars; clerk, sixteen thousand dollars; treasurer, sixteen
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t housand dollars; sheriff, seventeen thousand six hundred doll ars;

assessor, sixteen thousand dol | ars; ((presecutingattoerney—twenty—four
thousand—etrght—hundred—doellars-)) nenbers of the county |egislative

authority, seventeen thousand six hundred dollars; and coroner, sixteen
t housand dol | ars;

(4) In each county with a population of from seventy thousand to
| ess than one hundred twenty-five thousand: Auditor, fourteen thousand
nine hundred dollars; clerk, fourteen thousand nine hundred dollars;
treasurer, fourteen thousand nine hundred dollars; assessor, fourteen
t housand ni ne hundred dollars; sheriff, fourteen thousand nine hundred
dol I ars; ({prosecuting—attorney—tvwentby-three—thousand—seven—hundred
doH-ars+-)) nenbers of the county legislative authority, fourteen
t housand nine hundred dollars; and coroner, fourteen thousand nine
hundred dol | ars;

(5) In each county with a population of fromforty thousand to |ess
than seventy thousand: Auditor, thirteen thousand eight hundred
dollars; clerk, thirteen thousand eight hundred dollars; treasurer,
thirteen thousand eight hundred dollars; assessor, thirteen thousand
eight hundred dollars; sheriff, thirteen thousand eight hundred
dol I ars; ({proesecuting—attorney—tvwentby-three—thousand—seven—hundred
doH-ars+-)) nenbers of the county legislative authority, thirteen
t housand ei ght hundred dollars; and coroner, thirteen thousand eight
hundred dol | ars;

(6) In each county with a popul ation of from ei ghteen thousand to
less than forty thousand: Audi tor, twelve thousand one hundred
dol lars; clerk, twelve thousand one hundred dollars; treasurer, twelve
t housand one hundred dollars; sheriff, twelve thousand one hundred
dol l ars; assessor, twelve thousand one hundred dollars; ((presecuting

. : : hich tl :

hundred—dotHars-)) and nenbers of the county legislative authority,
el even thousand dol |l ars;

(7) I'n each county with a population of from twelve thousand to
| ess than eighteen thousand: Auditor, ten thousand one hundred
dollars; <clerk, ten thousand one hundred dollars; treasurer, ten
t housand one hundred dollars; assessor, ten thousand one hundred
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dollars; sheriff, eleven thousand two hundred dollars; ((presecuting
attoerney—thirteenthousandtwo—hundred-dotars:)) and nenbers of the
county | egislative authority, nine thousand four hundred doll ars;

(8) In each county with a popul ation of fromeight thousand to |ess
than twelve thousand: Auditor, ten thousand one hundred doll ars;
clerk, ten thousand one hundred dollars; treasurer, ten thousand one
hundred dol |l ars; assessor, ten thousand one hundred dollars; sheriff,
el even thousand two hundred dollars; ((presecuting—attorney—nine
theusand—nnre—hundred—doHars:-)) and nenbers of the county |egislative
authority, seven thousand doll ars;

(9) In each county with a population of fromfive thousand to |ess
than eight thousand: Audi tor, nine thousand one hundred dollars;
clerk, nine thousand one hundred dollars; treasurer, nine thousand one
hundred dol | ars; assessor, nine thousand one hundred dollars; sheriff,
ten thousand five hundred dollars; ((presecuttng—attorney—nihe
theousand—nnre—hundred—doHars:-)) and nenbers of the county |egislative
authority, six thousand five hundred doll ars;

(10) In each other county: Audi tor, nine thousand one hundred
dollars; clerk, nine thousand one hundred dollars; treasurer, nine
t housand one hundred dollars; sheriff, ten thousand five hundred
doll ars; assessor, nine thousand one hundred dollars; ((presecuting
attorney;—ni-ne—thousand—nine—hundred—dolars-)) and nenbers of the
county legislative authority, six thousand five hundred dollars;

(11) The state of WAshington shall contribute an anpunt equal to
one-half the salary of a superior court judge towards the salary of the
prosecuting attorney. Upon receipt of the state contribution, a county
shall continue to contribute towards the salary of the prosecuting
attorney in an ampunt that equals or exceeds that contributed by the
county in 2008.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect July 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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