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H 5158. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2722

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Educati on (originally sponsored by Represent ati ves
Pettigrew, Kenney, Morris, Sullivan, Hasegawa, Upthegrove, Loom s,
Pedersen, Darneille, Conway, Hudgins, Quall, Ericks, Kagi, and O nsby)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to addressing the achievenent gap for African-
Anmerican students; adding a new section to chapter 28A 300 RCW and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that of all the
chal | enges confronting the African-Anerican community, perhaps none is
nmore critical to the future than the education of African-Anmerican
children. The data regarding inequities, disproportionality, and gaps
in achievenent is alarmng no matter which indicators are used:

(a) The gap in reading test scores between African-Anmerican and
white students on the tenth grade Washington assessnent of student
learning is twenty percentage points, with only two-thirds of African-
American students able to neet the upcom ng graduation standard in
reading on the first attenpt conpared to eighty-five percent of white
students. African-Anerican students are | aggi ng behind ot her student
groups in reading inprovenent.

(b) African-Anmerican students continue to score |owest anong
student groups in high school mathematics, wth only twenty-three
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percent able to neet state standard on the first attenpt, a thirty-
three percentage point |ag behind white students who have a fifty-six
percent net-standard rate.

(c) One-fourth of African-Anerican students who enter ninth grade
wi Il have dropped out of school by the tinme their peers graduate in
twel fth grade. This neasure does not account for the children who
facing significant educational challenges and barriers, have already
grown di sparaged before the end of mddle or junior high school.

(2) The legislature further finds that although there are nultiple
initiatives broadly intended to inprove student achievenent, including
a small nunber of initiatives to address the achievenent gap for
di sadvant aged students generally, there are only a select few efforts
targeted to the challenges of African-American students or designed
specifically to engage parents and leaders in the African-Anerican
comunity. The efficacy of general supplenental prograns in hel ping
African-Anerican students is unknown. A thoughtful, conprehensive, and
i nclusive strategy for African-Anmerican students has not been created.

(3) Therefore, the legislature intends to commssion and then
inplenent a clear, concise, and intentional plan of action, wth
specific strategies and performance benchnmarks, to ensure that African-
Anmerican students neet or exceed all academc standards and are
prepared for a quality life and responsible citizenship in the twenty-
first century.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The center for the inprovenent of
student learning in the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall convene an advisory commttee to craft a strategic
pl an to address the achi evenent gap for African-Anerican students.

(a) The advisory commttee shall be conprised of fifteen nmenbers
including educators, parents, representatives of comunity-based
organi zations, a representative fromthe Washi ngton state conm ssion on
African-Anmerican affairs, and a representative fromthe office of the
educati on onbudsman. Five nmenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of
the house of representatives; five nmenbers shall be appointed by the
secretary of the senate; and the remaining nenbers shall be appointed
by the superintendent of public instruction.

(b) Menbers of the advisory conmmttee shall serve wthout
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conpensation, but are entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in
accordance wth RCW43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(2) The advisory conmttee shall conduct a detailed analysis of the
achi evenent gap for African-Anerican students; examne the extent to
which current initiatives address the needs of African-Anerican
students; craft a strategic plan with school and comunity-based
strategies to inprove educational outcomes for African-Anerican
students; and devel op performance inprovenent neasures and benchmarks
to nonitor progress. The committee shall:

(a) Exam ne detailed data on achi evenent indicators based on grade
| evel, school, gender, mgrant status, and incone status for African-
Anmerican students to identify any trends or variances. The Washi ngton
state institute for public policy shall assist the comttee in
provi di ng data anal ysis under this subsection (2)(a);

(b) Exam ne current federal, state, school, and comrunity-based
initiatives intended to i nprove student achi evenent and identify best
practices and promsing progranms specifically for African-Anerican
students, including initiatives in other states as necessary,

(c) Develop a conprehensive plan conplete with a specific set of
strategies, prograns, and interventions to inprove the educational
attainment of African-Anerican students, along wth the funding
necessary for inplenentation. The plan would include, but not be
limted to:

(i) Qutreach and involvenent of community-based organizations,
especi ally organi zations focused on fam |y engagenent and enpower nent;

(iti) Inplenentation of proven strategies from other states and
|l ocal jurisdictions with an enphasis on neeting or exceedi ng academ c
standards in mathematics and sci ences;

(iii1) Strategies to encourage the engagenent and comm tnent of
| eaders in the affected communities; and

(tv) Inplementation of suggestions from the black education
strategy roundtable regarding famly engagenent and enpowernent
activities and capacity and comrunity-based suppl enental education; and

(d) Develop educational performance neasures and i nprovenent
benchmarks to be nonitored over tine to gauge the progress and success
of the strategic plan.

(3) The center for the inprovenent of student |earning and the
advisory commttee shall nmake a final report to the superintendent of
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public instruction, the state board of education, the governor, the
P-20 council, and the education commttees of the I|egislature by
Decenber 30, 2008.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

Beginning in January 2010, the center for the inprovenent of
student |earning shall report annually to the superintendent of public
instruction, the state board of education, the governor, the P-20
council, and the education commttees of the legislature on the
i npl ementation status of strategies to address the achi evenent gap for
Africa-Anmerican students and on the progress in inprovenent of
educati on performance neasures for African-Anerican students.

--- END ---
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