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HOUSE BI LL 2983

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Haigh, Schual - Ber ke, Hunt , Sul |'i van, Lii as,
Roberts, Chase, and Sant os

Read first tinme 01/18/08. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to expanding the Wshington state |eadership
acadeny; anendi ng RCW 28A. 415. 340; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. 1In 2007, the |legislature recognized the
i nportance of developing school and district |eadership through a
system of research-based professional devel opnment and training. The
Washi ngton state |eadership acadeny is focused on the devel opnent of
principals, superintendents, and other admnistrators, but is not
focused on research and devel opnent for the school directors who al so
oversee and | ead school inprovenent efforts. The |egislature intends
to expand the Washington state |eadership acadeny to include schoo
di rectors.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.415.340 and 2007 c 402 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Research supports the value of quality school and school
district |eadershinp. Effective leadership is critical to inproving
student learning and transform ng underperform ng schools and schoo
districts into world-class |earning centers.
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(2) A public-private partnership is established to devel op, pilot,
and i npl ement the Washi ngton state | eadershi p acadeny to focus on the
devel opnent and enhancenent of personal | eadership characteristics and
the teaching of effective practices and skills denonstrated by school
and district admnistrators and school directors who are successful
managers and instructional l|leaders. It is the goal of the acadeny to
provi de state-of-the-art prograns and services across the state.

(3) Acadeny partners include the state superintendent and pri nci pal
pr of essi onal associ ations, state school directors' association, private
nonprofit foundations, institutions of higher education wth approved
educator preparation prograns, the professional educator standards
board, the office of the superintendent of public instruction,
educational service districts, the state school business officers'
association, and other entities identified by the partners. The
partners shall designate an independent organization to act as the
fiscal agent for the acadeny and shall establish a board of directors
to oversee and direct the acadeny's finances, services, and prograns.
The acadeny shall be supported by a national research institution with
denonstrated expertise in educational |eadership.

(4) Initial devel opnment of academnmy course content and activities
shal |l be supported by private funds. Initial tasks of the acadeny are
t o:

(a) Finalize a conprehensive design of the acadeny and the
devel opnment of the curriculumframeworks for a conprehensive | eadership
devel opnent programthat includes coursework, practicum nentoring, and
eval uati on conponents;

(b) Develop curriculumfor individual |eadership topics, including
topics appropriate for school director |eadership,;

(c) Pilot the curriculumand all program conponents; and

(d) Mdify the conprehensive design, curriculum coursework,
practicum and nmentoring prograns based on the research results gai ned
frompilot activities.

(5 The board of directors shall report semannually to the
superintendent of public instruction on the financial contributions
provi ded by foundations and other organizations to support the work of
t he acadeny. The board of directors shall report by Decenber 31st each
year to the superintendent of public instruction on the progranms and
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services provided, nunbers of participants in the various acadeny
activities, evaluation activities regarding program and participant
out cones, and plans for the acadeny's future devel opnent.

(6) The board of directors shall make recomendati ons for changes
i n superintendent and principal preparation prograns, the adm nistrator
i censure system and continuing education requirenents.

~-- END ---
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